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Introduction
While the reality often is that we live where we can afford to live, there is a deeper reality and that is the dream home that exists in the back of our minds. If you do not have a clear image of your dream home, begin to cultivate it. Take a little time each day as you go about your routine to think about how you really want to live. This can be as simple as thinking about the sunlight you would like to see on your kitchen counter as you make your morning coffee to the feel of the chair you sit in while you read your favorite book.
There are actions that you can take each and every day that take you closer to having your perfect home. This book will guide you through the steps involved in designing, decorating and furnishing your ideal home.
When you dream, let your mind soar. Don’t let matters such as money and location hamper the development of your ideal plans for your perfect home. However you can make little changes in your lifestyle that can help you achieve your dreams. These changes can focus on building a dream home fund so that you can start turning the dream into reality sooner rather than later. 
There is no reason to let your dreams become hampered by reality. In letting your dreams grow unfettered, you will be able to create the best possible outcome for your living arrangements. In other words, dream big.
 


Design
Home plans that set out the dimensions and space for your home are ultimately drawn up in a style and language that home builders can execute without errors and omissions. However, the home that results is only as good as the plans. 
First, you have to have your design concept. The best source for your design concept is in your own mind. Take time to visualize your home. Perhaps you are the type of person who thinks this is too new age or too ethereal and a waste of time. You want your ideal home now and don’t want to waste time daydreaming.
There is a very good reason for serious envisioning of your home as it will be, if your plans go well. Sometimes the biggest mistakes can be completely overlooked even with the best architects in the world available.
 


What Can Go Wrong?
Here is an example. Will and Joyce planned the ultimate home for themselves. It was a second marriage for both of them so they were experienced in what they wanted and needed in a house. Money was not an issue. Joyce had inherited a bit of money and she had also sold the home she had shared with her late husband.
Will was already retired and had time to sketch out his ideal home in great detail. They had a location already selected. It was on family land so there would be sentimental value. There were no impediments to their plans or the execution of the plan to have the home that each of them wanted.
And yet…within a year, they were frustrated and annoyed. They moved into the house immediately after their honeymoon ready for a life of blissful shared retirement.
The daily upkeep on the house was onerous. Taking the garbage out was a hassle because it had to be hauled down their very long lane to the road. Neither Will nor Joyce liked walking it to the road, especially in the winter, and it was not feasible to haul the municipality-designated garbage bins down with their car. The bins were just too big to fit in the car.
The house overlooked the water and to maximize the view, the house was designed with three levels. However, a bad knee made navigating the numerous steps from the living room to their top floor bedroom painful for Joyce.
Having lived her first married life in a one-storey ranch house, Joyce dreamed of a multi-level house. The dream was one thing; the reality was another.
The issues started with these factors and spread. It was difficult to keep the long lane cleared in the snowy winter. While it was possible to hire someone to blow the snow, the length of the lane made this a long and laborious task and they were often not able to get off their property until the afternoon.
Within a year, they listed the house for sale.
This is why it is a good idea to visualize a typical day in your dream home. There are solutions to just about any problem that can arise but you need to know about the potential drawbacks in time to overcome them. For instance, Will and Joyce could have installed an elevator so that they could have had the levels she wanted as well as the pain-free transportation from one level to the next.
The garbage bin issue might have been resolved as well but there were a bunch of other problems that emerged because the plans were drawn up quickly based on their previous homes and what they did not want rather than on what they did want.
Both factors need to be taken into consideration: what is on your wish list and what is off your wish list. Prioritize the things that are important to you and be aware of your limitations (such as dealing with high cupboards, stairs, noisy surroundings, and regular weather conditions).
 


Can You Renovate?
Have you ever watched home makeover shows where the people get expert advice on staging their home for a quick sale? Suddenly with a bit of paint and furniture re-arranging and decluttering, their house is transformed into something magnificent.
If you already have a house, and if you are not required to move for work or other compelling reasons, assess what the reasons for moving really are. The most common reason for moving is the need for more space.
The sad fact is that sometimes moving for the sake of more space is an expensive mistake. People have a tendency to do the same activities in their homes so if you have an overfurnished home, you more than likely recreate that crowded atmosphere in your new place.
June sold her townhouse because she could not cope with her neighbor’s intrusions and demands any more. She dithered for years and finally admitted that she was helpless to deal with her demanding neighbor who thought nothing of asking June to do her grocery shopping or drive her to the doctor’s office.
When she found another home that was similar to the one she had, she made a supreme effort to get her place on the market and sold. The sense of freedom she felts was exhilarating. Until…she moved in and her new neighbors came to visit. She soon realized that while the neighbors were different, the same type of intrusions was soon going to develop. The problem was not with the neighborhood but with June’s basic inability to set boundaries.
 


Getting to the Design
There are books and websites filled with house plans and you can garner a lot of great ideas from these sources. However, you should sit down and sketch out your own idea of a floor plan. 
Looking at a place from the perspective of sitting in a room lets you know what works for that room. All too often people fail to look at the connections between rooms and the paths that they tend to travel throughout the house.
Sandra has a lovely spacious home. She and her husband designed their dream home with a deck that ran the full width of the southern side of the house. The patio doors on the deck opened in to the television room.
On paper it was a great idea but in reality, the big comfy sofa and the two recliners took up most of the room and the patio doors quickly became useless as a way of getting to the deck.
The other room on the south wall is the dining room and with the buffet and sideboard and formal dining room set, there is no space to move the patio doors to that part of the south side. This situation created a conundrum for which there is no easy solution. The deck cannot be moved because of other features of the house such as the attached garage and the front landscaping and the wooded area beside the house.
There is an old carpenter’s motto about how a good carpenter measures twice and cuts once. It is a good idea to apply that same logic to designing your home.
 


Things to Consider
When you design your home, there are nuances to consider. The big factors in the outcome of your home plans are the cost, the location, and the time involved. Doubtless there are more matters to think about but these are the big ones.
Cost
Thinking about cost is likely the biggest factor involved in designing your house. From this realm of thought, many elements emerge. There is the size of the house, the material used in building the house, and the features that the house will have to mention a few.
Are you going to build a brand new house or renovate an old one? If you opt for renovations, how far back are you going to strip the old house?
Another choice that some people think is the perfect solution is to build an expandable house. You design your ultimate home and then create a series of designs that allow you to build a basic home that you can add to as life progresses.
Imagine a small house with one bedroom and one storey. This is your starter home. When your family expands, you add a storey to the house with another bathroom and two more bedrooms. Then you add a garage, a deck, and a finished basement.
The point is that you are only limited in your dreams by your imagination. And only limited in carrying out those dreams by your pocket book.
Location
Where are you going to build your dream home? Do you already know? Is the location one that will be suitable for your living situation? Or will you just get your house build and the company will want you to relocate to the other side of the country?
There are a lot of little things that go into making your location choice perfect. Looking for perfection, for instance, is one of them. It is not reasonable to expect a flawless home to emerge instantly when you built or create your new home. You have to landscape and get to know the quirks of the new location.
Here are some unexpected (and maybe unpleasant) surprises that you might encounter:
A neighbor’s barking dog
Planes flying overhead
Budding musicians down the street
Poor cell reception
Traffic congestion at rush hour
Poor water quality or pressure
These are just examples of things that can ruin your enjoyment of a perfect dream home. Some things cannot be controlled. Who’s to say that after you have lived in your home that you will not get new neighbors with loud dogs or a drummer in the family?
Wayne bought his ideal home in a new development. It was an easy commute along the freeway until the development spread out a few more miles and suddenly the 20 minute commute became an hour-long commute as more and more people moved to the new communities along the same freeway.
For those who decide that rural living might be the solution, there are other factors that need to be considered. It depends on your location and the rules in your municipality and the way that your utility companies operate. One couple discovered after they built their home that the phone company charged nearly five thousand dollars to run a phone line into their home because it was 47 feet past their standard distance for connecting to the system. While the cost of a few more thousand dollars may not seem like a big deal at this stage of the game to some people, it does not take too many such sudden surprises to really affect the joy in a new home for many people.
There are some basics that you should check out such as where your morning sun will come into your house and where the afternoon sun will be.  Look for obstacles such as trees, walls, tall buildings, and other impediments to your view.
Here is a blatant situation. You have a lovely wooded area on the north side of your chosen location and a high cliff that goes straight up for 50 feet on the south side of where your house will be located. On the east there is a big old ramshackle house that badly needs paint and on the west, construction underway for a new housing development. Where do you place the front of your house?
There is no right and wrong answer. It really is a matter of personal preference. This is a radical example of the type of decisions that you might have to make.  Things can change after you make your choice. In the scenario above, the old ramshackle house might be torn down and turned into part of yet another subdivision or it might be renovated into a thing of beauty. The wooded area might be removed and also become housing. The cliff will most likely not be removed because cliffs are fairly permanent parts of the geography of an area.
Not to discourage you but you have to bear in mind that even the most carefully chosen location can change. The only thing that you can actually really control is the direction that your house faces and the interior layout. 
Time
A classic mistake in designing your new home - or in any project - is not being realistic about time. If you have grand dreams, your budget might demand that you wait until your circumstances are right. If you have scalable dreams, you might be able to start sooner and expand over time.
However, some people settle for something that is nowhere near what they want and wait too long to realize that they must put their dreams first and not fritter their money away in poor choices in the meantime.
Once you make the decision that you are going to start your project, another classic mistake is to become impatient and say yes to the first thing that shows up on your radar. Be cautious. Look around. Don’t start with compromises. You may eventually have to compromise but don’t start with settling for something that is not exactly what you want.
 


Decorate
Whether you begin with a new house or decide to revamp your current home, decorating your house can make an immense difference. Have you ever watched those home renovation shows on television? You see the people who want to sell their houses bring in the experts who stage the house for appeal to buyers. Once the clutter is removed and the furniture rearranged and perhaps a few walls are painted, you can see the look on the owners’ faces and you know that they are thinking, “I never knew our home could look this good.”
You can make amazing changes to your home with a bit of decorating. There is one underlying piece of advice that is essential and that is to enter into the project with an open mind. If you remain hidebound it will be a difficult process and you can end up with a mishmash of décor that will not be pleasing.
This section will begin with the decorating steps necessary for refurbishing an existing home before looking at the steps for decorating from the basics.
1.              Choose your color scheme. This does not mean pick an elaborate set of paint chips, wallpaper samples, and fabric swatches but you can collect these if you like. At some point you will need to choose a paint color. However, to begin all you need is a concept of the colors you want. Do you want pastels? Primary colors? Earth tones? Play around with these ideas. You have some tasks to complete before you make the final choice.
2.              Set out a path to follow so that you do not get distracted in the process. Pick the first room you want to deal with and the last room you want to deal with. There are two tasks that encompass the entire house and it is best to follow the same route in carrying out these tasks. You can either sketch out a map of the house or list the rooms on a checklist. As you move through the house, you simply check off the rooms as they are completed for each of these tasks.
3.              Clear the trash. This is the first task. Take your map or checklist and go into the first room. Choose a spot in that room and start there and move counterclockwise through the room until this job is done and you are back at the beginning spot. Literally clear the trash. If there are stacks of papers, don’t stop to sort through them now. Place them in a box in the center of the room. If there are stray items that do not belong in that room, place them in another box in the center of the room. That is the easy part. 
4.              Assess each piece of furniture and accessory in the room. Does it need to be repaired? If so, can you repair it? Will you repair it? Or should you simply put it out to be hauled away or donate it to someone who has the time, talent and inclination to repair it?
Learn to let go of the “someday” approach to life. If you are not the type of person who enjoys repairing broken items, get rid of them. Clocks that don’t run and lamps that don’t turn on are just a waste of space. 
Apply the same approach to the box of papers that you collected. Sort through them quickly and toss them into three piles: trash, file and to do now. Carry the box of misplaced items to the other rooms and offload the items that belong in the other rooms. Dishes in the kitchen, clothes in the appropriate bedroom. Toiletries in the bathroom.
If your house is full of rooms that need this special attention, you can deal with the papers and other items when you are done with each room or you can drag the boxed from room to room as you go.
To minimize the tasks, give yourself a set time for working on this task. Half an hour is all that some people can handle. Others get on a roll and can go for hours. A good recommendation is to set a timer for 30 minutes and assess how you feel at the end of 30 minutes. If you are all right with the job, set the time for another 30 minutes.  It is a lot better to stop for the day in the middle of a room than it is to finish the room with such exhaustion that you never want to return to the clearing out process.
Once you have gone through the entire house with these two goals in mind - clearing the trash and dealing with the broken stuff - you are ready for the next round of getting ready to decorate.
 


Rate Your Rooms
Using the same checklist, go through your house again and look at each room as if you are seeing it for the first time. If you are really brave you can have one of your outspoken friends carry out this task. If you do, remember that this is your house and you do have the final say. But often outside eyes can see things that you overlook because you have normalized them. And then, second opinions are useful if for no other reason than it gives you a chance to think about things that you can do to your place that you might not think of on your own. 
Ask yourself these questions about each room:
Is all the furniture in the room being used?
What, if anything, is missing from the room?
Does the paint color need to be changed or refreshed?
Are there things about the room you love?
Are there things about the room you hate?
Once you have become more familiar with your home and can see the rooms as they are, not cluttered with papers, clothes, misplaced items, and things that do not work, you have a better idea of which rooms need help. If you are starting from a completely empty house, you have a clean slate.
It is worth mentioning here that even if you have functioning furniture and walls full of art work, you can strip your house down to the basics and start fresh. It is a good idea to remove everything from the room you decide to decorate. Carry it all out of the room and stack it in another room or the garage or wherever is the least inconvenient for you. Use the completely empty room as you canvas. 
The first step is to clean the room while there is nothing on the floor or walls. You have the choice of doing it yourself or hiring someone to clean for you. This is a matter of budget and preference. Even if you plan to paint the walls, they still need to be clean. If you have carpets, you have another choice to make. Do you clean the carpets or do you replace them? If you replace them, do you replace them do you replace them with different carpet or some other type of flooring?
 


The Actual Decorating
While the ultimate decision is up to you, some experts recommend finishing one room at a time. This minimizes the clutter in your home and gives you a sense of immediate gratification. 
By now you should have some idea of just how much decorating you need to do. Sometimes something as simple as having the walls freshly scrubbed and sparkling clean breathes new life into a room. 
Before racing to the paint store and loading up on gallons of paint, decide on the style that you want and how you want to implement it throughout the house. Do you want each room to match the room next to it? Do you want one style for your upstairs and another for your downstairs?
You can create a cohesive style by using matching colors throughout the house or different colors but matching textiles. Never underestimate the power of artwork to create a style that carries from room to room. 
As a starting point, think about whether you want to have a country look or a modern look or perhaps a Victorian style or a Mediterranean motif. There are dozens of styles and hundreds of combinations and permutations of these styles.
If you are not sure about the colors you want to live with, think about the kinds of colors that please you. Do you like pastels or bright primary colors or cozy, warm dark colors? Maybe you prefer chrome and black and white modernistic styles.
You choose the furniture and artwork and accessories that you removed from your room and use this as the basis for your new look. Paint the walls (or hire someone to paint them for you) to suit your chosen style for this room. Move the items back into the room and add fresh accessories. This can be as simple as recovering your throw pillows in new fabric that suits the new look that you want.
Choosing Paint
Start with paint chips and use the tools that your local paint store offers for free to find the range of colors that mix and match well. You can perform miracles in a room with the choices of colors for the walls and trim and of course, the ceiling. It does not have to be white. Just remember that dark colors make a room look smaller and light colors open up the space in a room. 
The nice thing about paint is that once it dries and the real look of it in your room is revealed, you can easily change it. Sometimes a color on a paint chip or even in the paint can looks a lot lighter than it does when you are completely surrounded by it. If you see a room that has the look that you like, do not be shy to ask what the paint color is and ask where it was purchased. 
 


Furnish
Furnishing your home often starts with donated furniture. When people leave their parents’ home, it is typical that they take some of their loved items with them. Family members donate items from their attics, basements and garages. Bookshelves, chests of drawers, tables, chairs, sofas, and beds provide the basics for comfortable living and these are the typical items that most people start out their homes with.
When you plan to furnish your dream home, take a good long look at these treasures from your early days of setting up your home. One of the features of donated family furniture is that in many cases, these are quality pieces that have withstood the test of time in your childhood home. Maybe some of these pieces even came from your grandparents.
Choose the pieces that you love for their memories or their durability. Place these items in your house and then layer in the items that you have added over the years. This is a time for some blunt honesty about your choices over time. When you bought some of your furniture, you might have been in the early days of shopping for your home and the choices might have been based on availability, budget, and convenience rather than taste.
The reason for looking at the furniture that you have before making decisions on buying new items is that these are the largest items in your home and often the most expensive aspects of furnishing your home. By selecting the big items, you can find a framework for your overall style and theme. 
For a variety of reasons, people often end up with duplicate items and sometimes this can be a very good thing. Other times, it can be a disaster. Here is a scenario. You have a sturdy sofa that features hardwood arms and big cushions. Then you come across a dainty sofa with Queen Anne legs and tufted upholstery. You are short on chairs in your living room and decide add the delicate sofa to your living room. Then you add a chair or two. Now your living room has plenty of furniture but it has no room. It is stuffed to the point of bursting. 
Nothing can rescue this room and turn it into a peaceful and tranquil place to enjoy conversations. When you furnish your home, you have to find ways to avoid this kind of situation. While there might be a way to combine different furniture styles in a single room, there is no satisfying way to combine styles in a crowded room. 
You have to be ruthless in dealing with the material that you have to work with and let some of it go. An under-furnished room is much preferable to an over-furnished room. Choose the large pieces that fit your style and remove the other clashing or crowding pieces.
By this stage, you have the basic pieces and many of the accessories that furnish your home. What you need to do is pull the whole look together. There are three ways that you can do this. You can hire an interior decorator but chances are if you were going to do this, you would already have an interior decorator helping you with the decorating.
Another way is to use your own skills and a great third way is to call upon your friends who have skills in this area. Assuming that you are going to use your own skills supplemented with wisdom from your friends, it helps to look at elements that go into furnishing a home. 
A word to the wise when it comes to asking friends for help: Not all advice is valuable. People differ in their tastes and even your best friend’s taste might not appeal to you. This does not mean that their advice is not useful but if their suggestions do not appeal to you, you are under no obligation to follow their suggestions. However, outside eyes can often see things that someone with a deep emotional involvement with a project fails to see.
 


Soft Furnishing
The hardest part of dealing with the furniture in your home is choosing which to keep and which to dump and which to buy. When it comes to soft furnishing, the difficult aspect is sorting it all out and finding a pattern. However, paying attention to the smaller items can have huge payback effects. Whether you have a new room with new furniture or an old refurbished room with existing furniture, you can dramatically change the look of the room with pillows, curtains and throws.
Suppose you opted to keep the big wooden-armed sofa and it seems to overwhelm your living room. It doesn’t go with the armchairs and it overpowers the delicate wall hangings because it is so big and plain in a room that you want to have personality and pizzazz. Gather up all the throw pillows and cushions that you have in the house and bring them into this room. Arrange them around the room on the chairs and sofa.
If you are budget conscious you can begin with what you have and create a miraculous new look in a room that you thought you knew. Look at your curtains and see if they match any of your cushions. If they do, and if you like the color and texture of the curtains and the cushions that match, make this the center of the soft furnishing takeover of the room. If you do not like the curtains, look at the cushions and pick out the ones that fit your concept of your dream room.
Invest in curtains that pick up on this color and look. You can either buy new cushions in the same color theme or have the existing cushions recovered in a matching or contrasting material. If the shapes and sizes of the cushions are all different, that is fine. This gives you a great chance to spice up the room with little splashes of coordinating colors here and there. Invest in a couple of throws that you can use to mute the impact of the sofa or to pull an armchair into the décor. If you happen to have more cushions than this room can handle, repeat this process in other rooms. 
Your bedroom can be transformed with some very simple steps. Even if your bed has a headboard, you can replace it with a new larger headboard. A very simple bedroom makeover can be carried out with a new bedspread and a matching headboard. The headboard can even be covered in a matching material. Matching the spread, the headboard and the curtains can make even a small bedroom appear quite magical.
 


Accessories
Other items that fit into the furnishings categories that we often acquire without thinking about the overall effect are lamps and light fixtures and wall hangings and hanging shelving units. There are a couple of rules that you need to follow if you want to achieve a successful look with these accessories. 
1.              Do not over clutter your room.
2.              Make sure that there is a use for each item
Floor lamps placed in the room only for the sake of decorating becomes counterproductive. They need to be functioning and shedding light for a purpose such as reading or playing games or having conversations. Otherwise they are nothing but clutter. However there are items for which the use is for displaying your memories, your history and your passions.
If you have items that have a great sentimental value to you, try to use them if possible. A quilt that great-grandmother made with her own hands from the remnants of her housedresses might be a priceless heirloom to you. Using this quilt on your bed would be inadvisable. Over time fabric can become delicate and putting such an item into regular use could destroy it. However, the value of this item is not in its use as a quilt but in its heritage value. Such a quilt can be protected and placed on display in your house so that it can be viewed but not damaged. The quilt is just an example. Clocks and glassware and other such memorabilia from the past can be given place of pride in your house.
 


Summary
There are businesses that will help you with your dream house construction from the beginning to the final touches. You can hire an interior designer or you can buy software that helps you with the entire process from choosing the room location to the final paint choices and the size of the furniture that belongs in each room.
Remember that you are not in a race. Take your time to assess each aspect of your project from the initial design to the final wall hanging. There is nothing that prevents you from setting up your ideal room or rooms first inside your current home and use that same décor and furnishing in your dream home when it comes into existence.
Make building your dream home part of your everyday life so that when you choose a bedspread or a lamp, it is consistent with the final ambiance that you want to have as part of your home. If you are a couple and this dream house is a joint project, remember that even the most compatible couple can have differences of opinions about their homes. At no point in your life will the need for compromise and communication be more necessary than now as you discuss your shared dreams. You will have to pick and choose who gets the final say and if you discuss the potential arguments before beginning the project you have a better chance and coming to suitable agreements.
Through this book the suggestions have been general and can be scaled up or down according to your budget. If money is no object, you can benefit from expert advice every step of the way. If you are self-sufficient and have a frugal mindset, you can find inexpensive ways to create your dream home with recycled and refurbished items. 
There is one thing that will help you in any decision regarding making purchases for your home and that is learning to recognize well-constructed furniture and accessories. There is no saving in buying cheap items that will not last but just because you can buy something at a low price does not mean that the item is shoddy or cheaply made. 
Make the journey towards your ideal home enjoyable. It can be a very satisfying trip. 
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