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Note from the author:

PUT LOVE INTO YOUR HOME

What makes a home? I love a beautiful home that I can have people over to enjoy. Comfortable kid and dog friendly. Filled with things I have collected over the years. It could be something I bought on vacation or a piece I found at a flea market or a hand me down. A home filled with an eclectic mix, a collection of treasured things mixed together. A home that feels that that everyone is welcome.  

Here are a few things I do to make my home feel loving and inviting for myself, family and friends. These are the same things I have done for my clients I have worked with.





Introduction

Have you dreamt of having one of those beautifully decorated and incredibly comfortable homes that you never want to leave? I want to help you create the home of your dreams and one your friends can’t wait to visit! Through this handy eBook, you will find inspiration, actionable tips, and my designer secrets for making your home gorgeous and functional to suit the way you live, love, rest, and play. Let’s get to it room by room!

Including 3 different furniture arrangements you can try in your own home.
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CHAPTER 1

FRONT DOOR
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As you walk up to your front door, what do you see?



First impressions count when introducing people to your home. When walking up to the front door, this is a preview and something 
 as simple as a wreath on the door or some greenery in beautiful planters filled with colorful flowers draw aesthetic attention to your entrance. A bench, if you have the room, is always well received and a stylish welcome door mat/rug sets the stage with anticipation of entering your home.

For small entries, an eye-catching hanging plant or a unique iron wall hanging gives a warm welcome as well shows your personality to your home. Some people forget this area, so think about how you can make yours feel inviting.


Designer Takeaway:


If you have a shaded entry, there are some wonderful artificial plants you can place in planters, no watering required. This is a place you can show some beautiful colors.





CHAPTER 2

FOYER
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Step across your front door threshold and into your foyer.



Your foyer is your introduction to the interior colors and the feel of your home. A thread of color is the main color that you have throughout your home and shows your personality. Some foyers are too small to place furniture pieces in them so adding a picture 
 would draw interest. If you have the space, you can really dress it up with a piece of furniture such as a chest or console table. Add a narrow console with a large mirror above, perfect for those small foyers. This provides a cozy, well established entrance and somewhere to drop your keys. From a designer’s standpoint, a table with a picture or mirror above and one or two lamps on top with a charming accent rug will make a statement right away!

Depending on your space, a chair or bench is also an inviting addition to your foyer. If you have a staircase in the foyer, displaying family photos is interesting and timeless. As does a grouping of pictures or sconces up the stairway adds a focal point to your room.

Let’s think! What are your colors in your home? What are the colors that make you feel good? Your foyer should introduce that dominating color that will serve as the thread you bring to each room in your home. Not every piece has to have your main color in it. It is also interesting to add metals such as gold, silver or black to the mix for accessories or lamps.

Once you have decided on your base color, keep this color as a thread throughout the home. For example, in your foyer the walls are navy so add a light-colored chest with a mirror above in silver for stunningly rich stand out colors while are contrasting your wall color. Accenting a blue and white lamp on the chest and chairs on either side will pull the room together. When repeating the color again in the next room. Looking into the living room it has Navy draperies floor to ceiling, contrasting the white walls framing your beautiful view. This is called a focal point, which we will discuss in more detail later.

Envision the living room with white sofas and a couple of navy accents on the coffee table. Bring your thread of color to the kitchen, add a roman shade to the window over the sink in blue and white print contrasting the white cabinets
 .

The den features navy walls again with white bookcases and a leather sofa with blue and white throw pillows. The draperies in white are floor to ceiling to contrast against your navy walls creating a bold and beautiful look. With this open concept, you see each of the rooms and the thread of color repeated portraying a cohesive flow with eye catching bursts of color throughout. The thread of color chosen can dominate a room or can be an accent color in your room.


Designer Takeaway
 :


The foyer is a perfect place to introduce a color you want to repeat throughout your home.

By putting a lamp in the foyer and one in living room on timers, you are not walking into a dark home and your foyer is lit when someone comes to visit. This also makes it look like someone is always home.





CHAPTER 3

DINING ROOM
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Is your dining room inviting and ready for entertaining at a moment’s notice?



I like to entertain, so I enjoy having a separate dining room. Some new homes have the dining room incorporated with the open concept living which as a designer I love! Lay out your room to see what type of dining table will fit, whether 4, 6 or 8 chairs. This directly pertains to the open concept as you may only have one dining area. How many people do you entertain? Does your table have a leaf to add more people or is there an area you can add a table and some chairs to for a larger group? Planning in advance 
 can give you the ready-made versatility dependent on your guest list.

If you have a large blank wall, consider placing a buffet or low chest on the wall as your focal point with a mirror or pictures above. Don’t forget some lamps on the buffet. If you have the space, an artificial tree is a super alternative if you do not have enough light or time to care for it. Trees soften a look and fill a corner beautifully. Adding a dimmer to your chandelier is an important feature that can set the mood of the party.

Paramount to entertaining is a beautifully set table for dinner. This makes your guests feel special and that you cared enough to plan ahead. The table setting includes place mats, dishes, silverware, water, wine glasses, cloth napkins with rings and votive candles for each place setting. Customize your centerpiece for the season to create a different look and feel each time you entertain. A suggestion for a regular focal point are two large hurricanes on each end of the table to incorporate your fabulous centerpiece. Or a long center piece that flows down the center of the table with votive candles scattered around for that focal point on your table.

Designer Takeaway:


When entertaining f
 riends or family,
 set the mood with your lighting before anyone arrives. Put your lamps on in the rooms you’re entertaining in and the chandelier set to a low setting. Have your music playlist on, table set, food prepped and you’re ready to go.


For entertaining, start with a large appetizer tray. I serve the first drink and set up a bar for your guests to help themselves. For the kids, I set up an appetizer table for them too. Your guests will arrive for a fun time together and you are ready to enjoy your own party since you have done all the work prior to their arrival.





CHAPTER 4

KITCHEN
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We all know the kitchen is the heart of the home!

A large breakfast bar or island with stools is the best way a friend can sit and talk with the cook and most often that gathering starts right here.

Decor for your kitchen often serves as your workspace. Clear off the counters and only display a few things as too many accessories makes the kitchen look cluttered and the eye has nowhere to focus on first. Pick your favorite accessory pieces and 
 place them where you want attention to be. This could be as simple as a cutting board or beautiful plate.

You can group things together like a decorative tray of your style with olive oil bottles. Place an attractive accessory such as a large bowl to display fruit or a pair of vases on the main counter as a good way to bring your color into your kitchen while serving a practical purpose. Near the stove, it is convenient to have a utensil holder so you can grab your favorite spatula or spoon while cooking.

Of course if you drink coffee, make a coffee bar area which can be very appealing and serves all your coffee needs, mugs, coffee, sugar etc.

On a breakfast bar display an artificial flower and a decorative bowl of fruit. My go to is an orchid that stands tall on the bar with a long decorative bowl filled with fruit. It could also be a set of three tulips in a vase grouped together in the center. Or add a decorative tray sitting in it, a small plant and two tea candles placed on one side of the counter. Or a beautiful colorful bowl. Make sure whatever you choose to display, make it something that can stay on the counter while still having enough room for cooking.

Roman shades or a padded fabric cornice is a nice touch if you have a window in your kitchen! If not, group small pictures together in a pleasing pattern or one large piece of art to fill any blank walls by the table. You should try to bring in your colors and personality to your kitchen as well as the rest of the home!

Think about when entertaining. Designate a bar area, find an area or counter space for mixing drinks and setting up a bar that your guests are able to help themselves. Have it all set up when they arrive
 .

Designer Takeaway:

A coffee bar, making your coffee ritual an important place.

Good quality artificial flowers are always a great look which you can change for the season without having to water!





CHAPTER 5

LIVING ROOM OR FAMILY ROOM
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This is a space that is all yours and needs to feel inviting while showcasing your style!

Let us first begin by collecting pictures of rooms you like in a file whether electronic or the old-fashioned way. Houzz and Pinterest are perfect mediums for assembling the types of rooms you like whether the clean and modern or rustic and colorful. See what some of the similarities are in the pictures chosen and style to develop your overall look and feel
 .

Here are some questions you need to answer first. How do you use this room? How many people do you want to have seating for? Are you gathering around a fireplace or TV? Depending on your space and requirements for arranging your room on a floorplan, try Googling “room planner” as there are several free applications like Planyourroom.com.

Most furniture stores will assist with the layout of your room if purchasing furniture from them. However, you can do this yourself with your existing furniture. Measure your room and all your furniture and then layout your room with the app within minutes. It’s easy, slide the furniture into place. (Designer Tip: add your furniture sizes to plan). The next chapter will show some layouts for your room.

Take into consideration the pathway where you move through the home when placing furniture. Traffic patterns are the flow from one room to another. This is even more of a reason to get the correct sized furniture for your room.

Designer Takeaway:

By laying out your room and furniture sizes in advance, this avoids a mistaken purchase for something that doesn’t fit in your room. Nothing is worse than being stuck with a piece of furniture that doesn’t work.
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CHAPTER 6

FURNITURE FLOOR PLANS

The layout!  Make your home look like an interior designer just left.

Below are three types of floorplans. Laying out your room where the door and windows are located almost always gives you an idea of what layout will work. See below the 3 different floor plans you can try in your home.

L shaped -

A sectional framing the corner with a chair to the side anchors the room and makes it remarkably interesting! Or a sofa and loveseat also work well.

￼[image: C:\Users\Debbie\Documents\AMAZON 2021 EBOOK AND SHUTTER STOCK PHOTOS\L shaped.PNG]
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U shaped -

Two sofas here and two chairs or a sectional and two chairs to from the shape and create an inviting space perfect for conversation.

￼[image: C:\Users\Debbie\Documents\AMAZON 2021 EBOOK AND SHUTTER STOCK PHOTOS\U shaped floor plan - Copy.PNG]
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H shaped -

Two sofas facing one another with sofa tables or adding end tables with a coffee table in the middle. Making a statement these flanking a fire place or bookcases.

￼[image: C:\Users\Debbie\Documents\AMAZON 2021 EBOOK AND SHUTTER STOCK PHOTOS\H shaped floorplan - Copy.PNG]




Designer Takeaway:
   


Everyone seated has a place to set a drink. Be sure that your traffic flow is clear to kitchen or back door or whatever your main traffic pattern is.





CHAPTER 7

POWDER ROOM
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Mirror 
 on Mirror Powder Room

This is the bathroom most people use when visiting. Here is where you can add a bit of surprise.

Consider dark colored walls or fabulous wallpaper to set the stage. Small spaces and dark walls look good with the right lights. 
 I prefer soft white light bulbs, enough light so you can see to put lipstick on and still appear soft. Have you ever walked into a powder room and it is so dark or the mirror is to small?

Adding a large beautiful mirror above the sink makes the room appear larger. The picture above shows a mirrored back wall with a decorative round mirror on top. Mirror on Mirror. A nice surprise while making the space appear larger too. Or place four large pictures on the back wall when you walk in contrasting the wall color is a nice surprise.

Finish the room with a few decorative accessories on the sink and you’re done.


Designer Takeaway
 :   


Add a small floral arrangement or a scented candle and decorative soap dispenser to your vanity along with guest towels.





CHAPTER 
 8

HOME OFFICE
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More people are working from home.

With a number of people working from home now, designating a space specifically for work that is comfortable and quiet can increase productivity. If your office space is large enough, it is nice to have the desk facing out towards the door to see a person walking in. Consider adding a low credenza or bookshelves for functionality and balance behind the desk which also provides a professional backdrop for the now popular online meetings.

For a larger office, the photograph above shows a desk and seating area that makes for a private office space
 .

Making a room multifunctional as an office or guest room is also a perfect place for a desk in a small office space. One option is a sofa as the focal point when you walk in. This creates a comfortable atmosphere while the desk on the other side creates function. Purchase a sofa bed and make this an extra guest room too. Just allow enough space when the bed opens.

A Murphy Wall; have a drop down bed or desk options with shelving can save space and have multi functions in the same room, which is great for tight spaces. They have all styles and sizes and can custom size to your needs. Just fold up a bed when not in use and a great alternative for small spaces.

Have you thought to add a desk in the main living area? This is super functional in a smaller home when you define each space; watch TV and desk area to work.

For a larger room, a desk sitting behind a sofa may in the middle of a room is good look. Similar to a sofa table behind a sofa. Lay out your room and carve out your work area (see Chapter 6 floor plan U-shaped floor plan).

Whichever room your desk lands, make it a space you will enjoy to sit at. Add a nice light/lamp and a few nice desk top accessories. Maybe a few pictures in a frame to personalize your new office space.


Designer Takeaway
 :


Try to picture where you would be comfortable and carve out your perfect office space for yourself.





CHAPTER 
 9

MASTER BEDROOM AND BATH
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Your Master Bedroom is a place to relax and retreat.

I know this is your bedroom where you sleep, think of this, it could also be a relaxing space too. Read a book or meditate. To slip away for a bit of alone time. Here we will talk about how to arrange it.

If possible, make your bed the focal point. This is a wonderful look showcasing a headboard when you walk into a room, making a big statement! Frame the bed with nice pictures above or with a set of three decorative mirrors. A nice iron wall sculpture, or large piece of art is also a focal point as you walk in. The shape of your headboard helps you decide what you want above. A dresser 
 typically balances the bed nicely with a chair or two for reading or a conversation nook

Luxury bedding with a layered look adds texture and warmth. An inviting bed dressed with a down duvet cover for fluff or bedspread with color and patterned, add some accent pillows to finish the look. A duvet filled with down is my go-to, folding in thirds at the foot of the bed, with a colored blanket underneath. Shams and decorative pillows complete this luxury look.

Picking a duvet cover: in a pattern, a color or a white cover with an accented boarder of a color. The down insert come in down or down alternative. The down alternative is more affordable and good for people with allergies. Then pick from the different weights, depending on the season or where you live. A light weight down insert for warmer weather or heavier weight insert for cold winters. Take your pick.

For colors in your room, choose a dominate color and then add coordinating color for the accents, bedding, draperies and accessories.

Your windows may need some privacy so consider shades, plantation shutters or blinds to filter the natural light. By adding stationary draperies floor to ceiling, this will soften the window and add texture and color to the room. If you have wood floors, consider adding a plush area rug with coordinating colors. Two nightstands with colored lamps on each side provide balance.

Define a color you want your master retreat. I tend to pick a more grayed tones for my paint color (not a bright color) this make the room a relaxing and a tranquil feel.


Designer Takeaway:
    


For window privacy; pick one of these to filter the light; blinds, 2” wood or faux wood, plantation shutters or decorative shades
 .

MASTER BATH
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Make this a spa like feeling as if you just stepped into a wonderful resort.

If not already done for you, start with a wall color. It could be same wall color as the master or a few shade lighter. You will want this color to compliment your cabinetry, flooring, tile and fixtures.

Some master bathrooms are large and some small, so whatever the size make it special. Some people love baths while others prefer showers. So add your favorite accessories to make this place special.

Add a picture or two to the walls and a few scented candles to set by the tub or counter. A beautiful flower arrangement reflecting in the mirror could be your focal point to this room. Make this a relaxing place by adding plush towels and a rug for warmth. Use 
 accent colors by pulling the colors out a picture or pictures, towels or flowers to coordinate both rooms together. Enjoy!

Designer Takeaway:

Bring a thread of color from the master into your bath make both rooms flow together.

Add accessories topersonalizeand finish the look.





CHAPTER 1
 0

SECONDARY BEDROOMS


￼
 [image: C:\Users\Debbie\Desktop\cindys folder\guest room picture.png]



Is this a guest room, kid’s room, teen room or craft room? When walking in this room, what is the first thing you want see first? For a bedroom is this a bed? It is ideal as I said before. Where ever the bed is, most lightly it’s the largest piece in the room. Some rooms you may have to walk in and see a dresser with a mirror and that’s ok too! Not all rooms can be set up the same. Maybe it is a baby’s room with a crib could be your focal point to this room
 .

Now for wall décor, here are some options to consider. Paint stripes, wall paper or try wall decals, murals and shapes can be added to your walls. Here is where you can be creative and take them off later. You can design whatever you want. Go to Pinterest for some great ideas.

An inviting guest room always makes your visitors feel at home. Make sure you have the following for your guests; a comfortable bed with bedding and pillows, lamps to read, a mirror of some type, closet or dresser space for clothes, privacy for the windows and fresh towels and amenities for the bathroom. TV optional!


Designer Takeaway:


Check out wall murals, wall decals, shapes and word quotes, endless possibilities to design your walls for a kid’s room stick on wall decals, guest room wall decal shapes or mural for a teen room. Go to Pinterest for ideas.


￼
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Kid’s Room





CHAPTER 11

OUTDOOR LIVING
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Outdoor living; a fun place to spend time and enjoy nature.

Making this an added living space. Backyard barbeques or add an outdoor kitchen if cooking is your thing. A patio is perfect to add some furniture to spend your time. By a pool or right in the midst of your garden. A place for enjoying the afternoon or having your morning coffee.

Lay out your space the same as you would lay out a room, making different areas of interest. A table for eating and furniture for 
 relaxing. Watching TV for those games days. A fire pit for cooler nights and barbeque area with a bar to sit at, to talk with the cook.

Add lights for the evening’s ambiance or in the main gathering area as well as landscape lighting for path ways, on the home or in the garden area. String lights around a pergola or balcony for some twinkle in the night and whimsical flair.

For texture, flowerpots with trailing plants and flowers add color. Add a trellis with a flowering vine up the walls or multiple hanging planters to soften the space and bring nature close.

Beautiful flower pots filled with colorful flowers. Here is where the groupings make more impact. Group smaller pots together with different sizes for interest. Or pair larger pots placed in those perfect spots on and around your patio. Use the wall space too. Add iron wall art, 6 small wall planters with plants or a large clock. Your choices are endless.

Adding a wall fountain or a fountain in the garden is a nice addition to any backyard, as listening to the water provides for a natural relaxation background. Add beautiful planters overflowing with flowers and a bird feeder or bird bath to watch your feathered friends. Wind chimes are the perfect soundscape to make your natural oasis complete.

If you have a sunroom, porch, patio, or balcony this is a bonus space. This extra space is utilized in good weather and will be for entertaining a nice lunch or dinner with friends or just to relax after anytime. Enjoy this precious space.

This could be a small balcony with 2 chairs and a bistro table. Add balcony planters with beautiful colorful flowers that hang on the posts to provide color and nature’s own ambience
 .

A screened in porch or sunroom with a sitting area and dining room is perfect to have those great dinners. Larger outdoor covered areas featuring fireplace seating and a TV overhead creates an additional room to watch and another room to live in. Add some decorative accessories, candles, put on your favorite music and have a party with friends or family.
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Use some of these suggestions or all these elements to make your outdoor living come alive. For your outdoor living what will you or your family do in this space? Always add a bit of your 
 personality to make it your own and make this a place you will enjoy. Like your interior rooms make a focal point for your outdoor space by adding all the touches to create a usable space that is comfortable, inviting and represents the unique and beautiful You!


Designer Takeaway:


Make this space as another room you can enjoy and entertain with family and friends. Have a focal point outside too.





CHAPTER 12

PULLING IT TOGETHER - THE DETAILS

Now that we took a tour of the home, we are ready to pull it all together. Following, you will find the details and elements necessary to do just that!

Upholstery

Fabric vs leather. Is fabric or leather more conducive to your lifestyle and budget. Also keep in mind what you use the room for. Fabrics to choose include; stain resistant, indoor, outdoor, fabrics and leather. Consider these elements before you shop!

When shopping for upholstery; sofas, chairs or sectionals. Consider custom upholstery of course may be a bit more expensive. When purchasing custom ask how long the lead time is. Most stores also have a quick ship program on limited upholstery pieces and some stores have stocked upholstery to ship right away for set fabrics and colors. Check out what will work for you.

Leather is an investment, I feel it is worth it as I have had my leather sofa for years and it gets better with age. Bring to mind your lifestyle, is this where the kids play or is this a living room you use only on holidays?

Consider your time frame. Think about is there a party coming up or the holidays. It seems we think about doing something new to a room right before we have a party or holiday is approaching. So the time frame maybe an issue
 .

Case Goods

End tables, coffee tables, and cabinets. Place these pieces in your floor plan so that you know what sizes will fit. Furniture store websites typically have the floorplan applications where you can place their furniture in your room. Most furniture stores have a designer who can do this for you if you are purchasing their furniture and will be happy to sell you all the furniture down to the accessories for your convenience and budget.

Anyone can purchase a set of furniture and it will look like too! For end tables and a coffee table, I personally don’t like everything to match. An easy way to make your room more interesting is to make the coffee table different. Choose one in iron with glass, drum table or a large wood table different from your end tables. Mix it up!

I have walked into a room with all the furniture and no coffee table present. I feel a coffee table is an important part of your room, as it pulls the seating area together. This is a place to set a drink on and a perfect place for serving appetizers while entertaining.

Designer Takeaway:

It is Important that every guest has a surface to set a glass on even if it is a tiny accent table between two chairs.

Area Rugs

Area rugs are imperative if you have hardwood or tile floors. They define the area of seating and bring the entire room together. It will also help with the acoustics and much like draperies will also soften a room. Rugs come in all shapes, materials, and sizes and choosing should be based on durability, character, color, and function
 .

If you want to add a rug, make sure it defines your seating area. By adding a large rug to encompass the entire room, placed 2’ to 3’ away from the walls, I feel it makes the room feel larger and brings the seating together. Or add a rug defining the seating area. A rug could be a beautiful focal point as you enter your home. Or an animal skin rug under a glass coffee displays the rug through it. Play with different sizes of rugs on your floorplan. Have an idea of the size you need before shopping.

This is a perfect reason to add an area rug to your home. It is quite common in the homes with tile or wood floor without rugs or draperies the sound will echo. With all hard surfaces, a room feels cold and not very inviting. A beautiful rug can pull your seating together and make it a fabulous living space as well as a plush feel underfoot.


Some standard size area rugs:
 3'x5′, 5'x8', 8'x10′, 9'x12′ and 12'x15′, some sizes may vary depending are manufactures and materials. Other rugs custom sizing maybe available.
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Accessories

Accessories are your personality, your favorite piece of jewelry or the icing on the cake.

Without the accessories, your room does not have your personality. If there is clutter everywhere, this confuses what to focus your attention on first when walking into your room. You want your guests to see your focal point and then have their eye move around the room.

Grouping accessories together creates a collection and less clutter or a minimal look. A contemporary room has accessories placed to make a statement. Use fewer accessories allowing the architecture or furniture already presented makes the room more interesting. Some transitional or traditional looks have a bit more 
 accessories. Whichever style room you prefer. When accessorizing your coffee table, I prefer three accessory pieces on a coffee table using different sizes to create an interesting look.

This could comprise of three vases in different sizes, or a tray with three different height accessories on it. Adding interesting conversation piece from your travels such as a coffee table book, exotic plant and hurricane with candles. Groupings create impact to your room. I love to add a decorative box to a coffee table, to store your TV remotes or hide away the little things. Here is one example: a decorative box, a large hurricane candle, and an iron horse sculpture.

I like larger accessories, one or two really make a statement, instead of a bunch of little things. If you have smaller accessories group them as a collection or three things together to make more impact.


Designer Takeaway:
   


Keep collections of one subject or color together. Groupings make a bigger statement. For example, all black frames in a bookcase or three blue vases grouped of different sizes.

Bookshelves

Collections and Interests

An interesting accessory piece is ideal for your book shelf as family photos featuring all shapes and sizes. Keep it interesting with all black or silver frames against white shelving. Add three different sizes grouping of accessories to help make this draw your guests eye in and have an interest what you may collect. Books, photos, vases, sculptures etc. For a background of a bookcase, add a different paint color or a grass cloth in any color 
 to give that extra background color or texture to make your collection stand out.

Contrasting colors against each other will make most anything interesting. If it disappears, add something with a stark background so that it really stands out. Leaning pictures in a bookcase such as a black framed photo or a canvas picture all add interest. For example, a white or silver frame in black bookshelves creates the perfect contrast! Check out Pinterest for bookcase styling as they have some great ideas.

Mirrors

Reflecting and Bringing in Light



I like using larger mirrors over a piece of furniture. It makes the piece feel more important and makes a statement. This design staple is ideal to make your powder room look larger so consider adding your personal touch and change the mirror to a larger size in silver or gold. This is practical and useful. Add a floor mirror in a living room leaning against the wall, this adds style while reflecting the rest of the room. Another idea is grouping three mirrors over a bed or on a small wall three vertically in a row to add interest.

Playing around with mirrors can inspire creativity and flair to any room in that a mirror’s prime purpose is to reflect an image.

You can make a room look larger or bring in the outdoors with the reflection into another room that needs more light.

Candles

Always love candles in a room.  

Thought I would never say this but I am hooked. Candles with moving wick, battery-operated candles in scented vanilla (love the brand Luminaire). Put three in a large hurricane, or on sofa table 
 this gives you the feel and ambience of real candles and smells like vanilla. The wick flickers and the light reflects. I have two brushed brass hurricanes on the dining table with three wick candles and two sets of candles displayed in the den too. All come on the same time each day when set on the 5 hour-timer. Set and forget.

Soy candles or scented candles. I like to relax with a certain smell that takes you to another place. Scented candles in the living room, dining room, powder room, bath or bedroom is a nice addition for all rooms. A great gift too.

Designer Takeaway:

Candles add to the ambience and have wonderful smell to any room.

Lighting

Lighting is an important element as it can set the mood. Are you having a dinner party and you want the lights dimmed and the music playing as your guests arrive or do you want it bright with sunlight shining through? I like in the ceiling can lighting on dimmers, along with my chandeliers. This gives you more range depending on the time day or night when using them. Love lamps on the end tables, sofa tables or a floor lamp if needed for reading. If possible, adding ceiling can-lighting is a good investment. If you can add to your room, it does make a difference.

This is a huge subject as there are different types of lighting and light bulb colors available. For light bulbs, I do like LED soft white for my lamps in the home. If you are wanting to change your light fixtures, hire a professional that will explain the different types and options that work for you.





Window Treatments

To soften a window with color or texture, and provide privacy.


￼
 [image: ]



For fabric window treatments, choose between a cornice, a valance or draperies will soften the room and draw your eye to the outdoors. Side panel draperies are my go-to making a statement from floor to ceiling and they never go out of style. This frames the window giving you a lux look. Floor to ceiling draperies will make your room appear taller. I feel draperies and accessories complete the room. What a great way to bring in your personality with fabrics and color.

When planning window treatments, think about the entire home. All windows could use some form of treatment for privacy and shade. I try to use the same treatments for a cohesive look throughout the home for privacy. Plantation shutters, wooden blinds or some type of shade, pleated, roman shades, and duet shades etc. Then add some type of drapery individuality to each room depending on your style. Side panels, tie back drapery, padded cornice or valance
 .

Here is where you can have custom draperies made by a workroom for your windows. This is perfect for those tall windows and it makes such a great focal point. They can be made fuller than ready-made, lined and weighted at the bottom. Stationary drapery or side panels on each side of the window, will save on fabric, since you are not closing them. Nothing compares to a custom drapery that holds its shape and the custom workmanship. Not to mention, you can pick custom fabrics or added color banding or decorative trims. Custom draperies are expensive but will you enjoy them for years.


If you are on a budget, try stock/ready-made draperies that create a rich addition to your windows with fabrics, rods, finials to finalize your look. Readymade stationary drapery
 is
 just that. I would recommend the lined drapery as the holds shape better and portrays a richer look. A Grommet drapery precludes the need to purchase rings or other additions, just a rod and finials to complete. It is important when choosing a rod to fits the window. Measure window and add 3”-6 beyond frame on each side. If you want the window to appear larger, extend it 10” past the frame.


I am not a fan of Telescope rods unless you can hide where the rods meet. Best to purchase a rod larger than your window. This is to hide where the two rods meet. Place it behind the drapery one side or on a center brace where it does not show.

Another interesting window treatment for sliding door or large floor to ceiling windows are Luminette Vertical Sheers. These give the soft look of sheer drapery with a vertical blind vane that can be opened and closed for privacy and light. They give an elegant soft look and can direct the light with the vertical vanes that move. These are typically a bit more expensive than a regular sheer drapery so consider how you want to utilize for privacy and the light coming in
 .

Designer Takeaway:

Stationary draperies: for a large window, use two short rods on 18” or 24” at each side of the window. This saves buying a large rod for the entire window or sometimes will need a custom size rod. For this you will need four finials total, one finial at each end of the shorter rod instead of two.





CHAPTER 13

FOCAL POINTS

A focal point is a point in the room that your eye travels to first. Every room should have one.



A bold focal point draws your eye to the main point of attraction in the room. As you are looking into your room what do you see? Is it the large windows that showcases a view, is it a large blank wall above your sofa or is it a fireplace?

You want a focal point in each room. If it’s the windows, I like draperies that go floor to ceiling. This makes the ceiling appear taller and makes a statement while framing the windows. For a wall behind the sofa, add a large picture or a large grouping of pictures together or two shelves with pictures sitting on them. All these will draw your eye to the room you are entering. It is an especially important aspect to every room.

Scale

Another thing to think about is scale of furniture in a room. Please do not just buy furniture without measuring your room. Too many people end up with pieces too large for the room, that overpowers a space or overlaps a door or another piece of furniture.

I prefer a larger piece of furniture in a room, rather than a bunch of small pieces. Having the furniture fit and placed correctly make all the difference. Having the wrong size of furniture in a room is the first think people will notice. So make sure you take the time to measure and/or layout your space.

Colo
 r

Do you love color or just need a bold accent?

Bold colors and precious metals? Think of placing your accessories in a triangle. This brings your eye around the room repeating that color again. A simple example is using accessories, a pair of blue vases on the fireplace mantel, adding blue pattern pillows to the sofa and a large solid blue lamp on the sofa table. You can do the same with Black metal accessories or any color you are working with. Repetition of one color adds interest and moves your eye around the room. Picture this living room. With a large black metal chandelier in the center of a tall room and black box on the coffee table with black hurricanes on a sofa table across the room.

Other examples of ideas:


	

​​
 Envision a large watercolor art work flourished with your primary colors and bring one of the colors in that triangle around the room. Large horse on the coffee table and a lamp in color from the artwork on the end table.






	

​​
 Keeping your furniture neutral is another way you are able to change the look by season or when you get tired of a color and want something fresh. Changing up your pillows and accessories is one way.






	

​​
 This home with black and white artwork throughout your home on white walls with neutral everywhere else creating a very modern sleek look. Gray sofas, iron and glass coffee table. Then add your accent color for accessories or shiny metal and black accessories.






	

​​
 Here are Dark walls against white sofas, and wood floors, large rug around the seating area. Even neutral rooms look elegant with a touch of silver metal or gold 
 accessories. Love contrast from wall and the furniture, this makes a room come alive.






	

​​
 Bringing color in your upholstery and draperies. This is one way to bring in your custom look.






	

​​
 Or finding all your colors in a beautiful rug. That is your canvas to start with.    





Above are some examples of what you can do with your rooms.

I have one client that has beautiful pieces they have collected from all over the world. We mixed the items from other rooms to utilize new or old together. They have beautiful artwork and accessories, giving their home a new look.

Another client moved to a new home and wanted me to make their belongings fit. While placing the furniture in the new home, I moved upholstery and accessories along with purchasing some new items and all custom draperies to finish the new look. Grouping different pieces together, it’s all part of the puzzle, but in the end they have a fabulous new look!

Now take a look at the Interior room pictures you have collected and see what similarities or elements you like and can incorporate into your home. If you are ready, follow the next steps below and see how you can create your home.





CHAPTER 14

TO-DO-LIST

1.   Measure your room and the furniture in room your keeping, if any.

2.   Use a space planner website to place your furniture in your floorplan. Arrange your room to your new floor plan. Or layout new furniture to purchase that fits your space. Are you adding a rug? Do you need window treatments?

3.   What is the main focal point when you walk in your room? What do you see? A large grouping of pictures over a sofa, coffee table and rug, a fireplace or the large windows letting in the light. Keep that thought.



4.   Take notes of furniture sizes if you are purchasing new pieces and always bring your floorplan.

5.   Empty everything out of your room; furniture, lamps, pictures, and all accessories discarding those no longer desirable presenting a new view of the room. You will be amazed once you get everything out of the room looking at your clean canvas in a whole new light.   

6.   From your new floor plan place all furniture pieces first. Then add lamps and pictures and lastly accessories.  Remember larger accessories make more impact, so add those next and group the small items together for a classic bold statement.  You may tuck away smaller 
 items in a bookcase finding a place for them while creating an area of personal interest.


7.
  
   Let your eye rest. What I am saying as you place accessories, minimize the little things on the tables. Move your eye around the room and place things you want to see first.  True test: walk out of the room and then re-enter noticing if you want to move around a few accessories until finding the perfect spot.
   






CONCLUSION

￼[image: C:\Users\Debbie\Desktop\cindys folder\book pictures\patio 2 .jpg]



Now that we’ve finished our journey from front door to back, I hope that you feel inspired and empowered to create a whole home design that fits you and your family. Just remember, the design of any home is a never-ending, ever-evolving process that can be filled with joy and excitement just by knowing that you are always living in a home that suits the way you live, love, rest, and play.





ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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