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[image: INTRODUCTION]
Hello, and what a treat to see you, whether you’re here to play some Pointless on your own time, to gather up some Perfectly Pointless Facts or – as we hope – a little of both.

We assume that one of you will keep hold of the book and act as both Alexander and Pointless Friend, reading aloud the questions and facts. (If there is, in fact, only one of you, do stop reading this introduction, turn to Set 1 and start playing.)

If you’re in a group, you can keep score in either of the following ways …


	as per the TV show, by choosing each time the answer you think will be closest to Pointless

	or by answering as many questions as you like and taking the points for the best ones


… although we suspect many of you prefer simply to play for fun and ignore the scores. That’s OK. It’s your book.

With the picture rounds, you’ll want to cover up the Perfectly Pointless Fact to avoid spoilers. And that’s all you need to know!fn1




[image: SET 1]
1 / PEOPLE BORN ON CHRISTMAS DAY

We are going to show you clues to famous people, all of whom were born on 25 December. We would like you to tell us who they are.

BOARD 1


	Author of the 1968 book The Naked Civil Servant

	American hotelier who married Zsa Zsa Gabor in 1942

	Founding member of The Pogues who sang with Kirsty MacColl on ‘Fairytale of New York’

	Journalist and former newspaper editor who is the mother of Claudia Winkleman

	Nominated for a Best Actor Oscar in 1944 for his role in Casablanca

	Supermodel who was named Miss Denmark in 1986 and competed in the Miss Universe pageant



BOARD 2


	Egyptian Prime Minister who was named Time Man of the Year for 1977

	Replaced Andrew Strauss as England Test captain in 2012

	Comedian and DJ whose sketch show featured characters including Marcel Wave and Cupid Stunt

	Singer who had hits with ‘Thank You’ and ‘Life for Rent’

	Played the title role in 1976 film Carrie

	Singer who had hits with ‘Walking on Broken Glass’ and ‘Why’



Answers on page 210


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Carrie is a notoriously gruesome film, so you might think it would make a poor starting point for a Broadway musical.

In the 1980s, musician Michael Gore, who had won an Oscar for Fame, was certain there was something in it. Operas can handle humiliation, vengeance and religious fanaticism; why shouldn’t musical theatre?

However, you’d be right and Gore would be wrong, at least commercially speaking. At the Virginia Theatre on Broadway, Carrie enjoyed 16 previews and five actual performances before the curtain went down, not to be raised again.


2 / THINGS FOUND IN A HOTEL

We are going to show you some things you might find in a hotel, but with alternate letters removed. We simply would like you to unscramble the clues and give us the most obscure correct answer.


	C□N□I□E□T□L B□E□K□A□T

	C□N□I□R□E

	D□ N□T D□S□U□B S□G□

	K□Y□A□D

	M□N□B□R

	S□I□M□N□ P□O□

	T□W□L

	T□L□V□S□O□



Answers on page 210


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

At the foot of the Akaishi Mountains in Japan’s Yamanashi Prefecture is a hotel that people say is the oldest in the world. They also say that it’s run by the oldest independent company in the world, in business since the year 705.

It’s so old, in fact, that it’s older than the word ‘hotel’, which only entered the English language 900 or so years later.

If you visit, it’s vitally important that you have an up-to-date area map, because any editions from the year 705 will nowadays contain numerous inaccuracies.


3 / FROGS AND TOADS

We are going to show you five clues to facts about frogs and toads. We would like you to solve the clues and give us the most obscure correct answer.


	Children’s novel by Kenneth Grahame that features the car-obsessed Mr Toad

	Name of the largest species of frog that takes its name from a giant biblical warrior

	2009 animated Disney film that is a loose adaptation of a frog-based fairytale

	English author who published the essay ‘Some Thoughts on the Common Toad’ in 1946

	The larval stage of the frog and toad life cycle, after the young have hatched from frogspawn



Answers on page 210


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Guillermo del Toro, director of the 2022 stop-motion Pinocchio, wanted to adapt The Wind in the Willows using a combination of live action and CGI. Why has this not come to our cinema screens?

He told Rotten Tomatoes about a meeting with a Hollywood studio in 2003: ‘They said “Could you give Toad a skateboard and make him say, ‘radical dude’ things?" and that’s when I said, “It’s been a pleasure.”’


4 / COUNTRIES WHOSE NAMES DO NOT CONTAIN THE LETTER ‘A’

We are looking for any country, other than the UK, that does not have the letter ‘A’ in its common, short-form name. We are looking for the usual short-form name of the country in English.

By country we of course mean any sovereign state that is a member of the UN in its own right.

Answers on page 210


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Liechtenstein’s claim to Pointless fame is not that it is the world’s only double-landlocked country (one that’s surrounded by countries that are themselves landlocked).

It is double-landlocked, but sadly so is Uzbekistan.

Instead, its claim to Pointless fame is that it is the smallest German-speaking country in the world, and the only German-speaking country not to border Germany.





[image: SET 2]
1 / THINGS WITH DIRECTIONS IN THEIR NAMES

We are going to give you descriptions of people, places and things that have compass directions in their names. We want you to name the person, place or thing that you think is the most obscure.

Just so we’re clear: all of these answers include one or more of the words ‘north’, ‘south’, ‘east’ or ‘west’.

BOARD 1


	London football team who began playing home matches at the Olympic Stadium in 2016

	Historical figure portrayed by Chiwetel Ejiofor in the 2013 film 12 Years a Slave

	BBC soap opera centred on the inhabitants of the fictional Albert Square

	First name of daughter of Kanye West and Kim Kardashian, born in 2013

	London Underground line coloured black on the standard Tube map

	The faces of four presidents are carved onto Mount Rushmore in the Black Hills of this US state

	TV drama created by Aaron Sorkin and set in the White House, broadcast from 1999 to 2006



BOARD 2


	The common name for aurora borealis, and the title of a Philip Pullman novel

	Duo who came 3rd in The X Factor in 2005, made up of brothers Carl and Andy Pemberton

	This complex on the River Thames includes the Royal Festival Hall and Hayward Gallery

	1959 film, directed by Alfred Hitchcock, about an advertising executive on the run

	US actor and director who plays the title role in the 1971 film Dirty Harry

	2015 film starring Jake Gyllenhaal as a boxer who loses his family

	Group that had the 1994 UK Christmas Number 1 with the single ‘Stay Another Day’



Answers on page 211


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Michael Elphick is not the only thing EastEnders and Auf Wiedersehen, Pet have in common.fn1

The outdoor Albert Square set was built on the plot of land that was used for the Beco building site (though using genuine builders rather than a collection of fictional ones representing various parts of the UK with an emphasis on the north-east of England).

It was a back lot of the ATV Elstree Studios in Hertfordshire’s Borehamwood.


2 / UK CITIES WITH REPEATED LETTERS REMOVED

We are going to show you five names of UK cities now, but in the names we have removed repeated letters, so each letter is only shown once.

For example, if the answer was London, the clue would be ‘LOND’ as we’ve removed the second ‘O’ and the second ‘N’.

We simply want you to tell us the name of the city you think is the most obscure.


	EXTR

	CHIESTR

	ARMGH

	INVERS

	SWANE



Answers on page 211


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

If you go to a city, you expect a cathedral.

In some cities, you might occasionally be lucky enough to find two cathedrals.

What you don’t expect is for those cathedrals to have the same name. But in Armagh, you can walk up Sandy Hill to visit the Roman Catholic St Patrick’s Cathedral, then walk down the hill, head south for ten minutes and walk up Sally Hill to visit the Church of Ireland’s St Patrick’s Cathedral.


3 / TABLOID HISTORY

We are going to show you five tabloid-style headlines that refer to major events in history, along with their dates. However we haven’t said in which centuries those events occurred.

We’d like you to tell us the years and specifically the ones that the fewest of our 100 people knew.

All of these events are mentioned in the Encyclopedia Britannica.

[image: 25TH OCTOBER. HENRY 5 FRANCE O. Blank blank 15.]
1.

[image: 14TH OCTOBER. ‘USURPER’ HAROLD EYES BALLISTIC-NORMANS GET FEROCIOUS. Blank blank 66.]
2.

[image: 29TH DECEMBER. KING FINALLY RID OF ‘TROUBLESOME’ PRIEST. Blank blank 70.]
3.

[image: 5TH SEPTEMBER. LONDON’S BURNING!. Blank blank 66.]
4.

[image: 15TH APRIL. ‘UNSINKABLE’ BOAT SINKS. Blank blank 12.]
5.

Answers on page 211


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Samuel Pepys’s diary is famous for providing us with information about the Great Fire of London, which we now know was in 1666.

During the blaze, Pepys feared his own home was in danger of catching fire. His reaction? He dug a hole and buried his beloved Parmesan cheese. At the time Parmesan cheese was very expensive and a great status symbol.

And this is why, at Pointless HQ, we refer to Pepys’s famous dairy.


4 / CHEMICAL ELEMENTS BEGINNING WITH ‘A’, ‘T’, ‘O’, ‘M’, ‘I’ or ‘C’

We would like you to name any element of the periodic table whose name begins with either ‘A’, ‘T’, ‘O’, ‘M’, ‘I’ or ‘C’.

We are only interested in the name of the element; if its chemical symbol begins with one of the letters but its name does not, then we will simply not accept it.

Answers on page 211


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The world’s most dangerous toy of all time is surely the Gilbert U-238 Atomic Energy Lab, a 1950s American play set containing several radioactive sources, uranium ore samples and a Geiger counter.

If you see one on eBay, on no account should you make a bid.





[image: SET 3]
1 / FILMS WITH FOOD AND DRINK IN THEIR TITLE

Never mind dinner and a movie. Right now, the dinner is in a movie. Put another way, which of these films, each of which mentions food and/or drink in its title, can you name in full? And which is closest to a Pointless answer?

BOARD 1


	Space _____ (1996)

	Mr _____’s Holiday (2007)

	_____ and Cigarettes (2003)

	_____ Galore! (1949)

	The _____ Eater (1964)

	Charlie and the _____ Factory (2005)

	With Six You Get _____ (1968)



BOARD 2


	_____ Flat (1942)

	The _____ House Rules (1999)

	Fried Green _____ (1991)

	Howard the _____ (1986)

	Days of _____ and Roses (1962)

	Rumble _____ (1983)

	The Fortune _____ (1966)



Answers on page 213


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Chuka Umunna may be a name you hear less often nowadays than when he founded the political party Change UK in 2019 (it dissolved in 2019, when all its MPs lost their seats). But if you want to hear Chuka himself, you need only listen to the theme tune to the Mr Bean TV show.

Chuka, as a Southwark Cathedral chorister, is one of those singing. It’s a pretend mass, with nonsense Latin asking us to do such things as ‘behold the man, who is a bean’.


2 / ‘BLANK’ THINGS

We’re going to show you five clues to facts that contain the word ‘blank’. We’re also going to give you the answers. However, we have blanked out every word in those answers other than the word ‘blank’. We would like you to give us the missing words.


	Figure of speech meaning to be given an unlimited freedom of action or spending: Blank _____

	A 2014 UK Number 4 single by Taylor Swift: ‘Blank _____’

	TV game show that has been hosted by Terry Wogan, Les Dawson and Lily Savage: _____ Blank

	1967 John Boorman thriller starring Lee Marvin as Walker: _____ Blank

	1976 documentary about the New York punk scene, featuring Patti Smith and the Ramones: The Blank _____



Answers on page 213


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The earliest known British cheque was written in 1660 for £400 (around £64,874.70 in today’s money). It was made payable to Mr Delboe by merchant Nicholas Vanacker, dated 16 February 1659.

It’s in the collection of the Royal Bank of Scotland, who tell us that it’s a year younger than it might appear because ‘in those days the year began on 25 March, so the actual date as we’d understand it is 16 February 1660’.


3 / BRISTOL

Here are some clues to some things that concern Bristol. But which is the most obscure?


	BBC A&E drama that was filmed in Bristol before moving to Cardiff in 2011

	Name of the ship that was built and now resides at the Dry Dock

	Month in which the Bristol International Balloon Fiesta is currently held

	Designer of the Clifton Suspension Bridge

	Street artist who directed the film Exit Through the Gift Shop



Answers on page 213


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The SS Great Britain offers free admission to anyone named Isambard. If you’re thinking ‘Aha, I’ll change my name by deed poll’, be aware that doing so currently costs £42.44, while the SS Great Britain is only £22 if you book in advance.


4 / PLACES ON A MONOPOLY BOARD THAT COME AFTER ‘MAYFAIR’ ALPHABETICALLY

If you were to write down the names of the Monopoly properties alphabetically – which is the sort of thing that counts as relaxation at Pointless HQ – which properties would come after Mayfair? (We’re talking about the classic London Monopoly board, naturally.)

Answers on page 213


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Before it was called Monopoly, Monopoly had a different name. And before it was called Monopoly, it didn’t celebrate the virtues of buying up a market and exploiting it: it was intended as a warning.

The Landlord’s Game was invented in 1903 by Elizabeth ‘Lizzie’ Magie and it had two sets of rules to be played in turn.

First, you played using the ‘Prosperity’ set of rules. In these, every player gains when someone acquires a new property, and the game is won (by everyone) when the player who started out with the least money has doubled their wealth.

Having the nice warm feeling of everyone being a winner, you may then use the ‘Monopolist’ rules. These are the cut-throat, bloodthirsty ones we all know well. When a larger company bought the patent for the game, the relaunch involved a change of name and a drastic change in the rules.

Bonus Perfectly Pointless Fact: the relaunched version did not use New York, Washington DC, Los Angeles or any other big-hitter: the properties are in Atlantic City, New Jersey.

Bonus bonus Perfectly Pointless Fact: many households forget one of the rules, which makes a massive difference to how the game pans out. If you land on a property and decide not to buy it, it immediately goes to auction.





[image: SET 4]
1 / THINGS THAT SHARE THEIR NAMES WITH CHART-TOPPING ARTISTS

We’re going to give you clues to things that share their names with acts that have had at least one Number 1 single on the UK singles chart.

Simply give us the name of the act that you think is the most obscure.

BOARD 1


	The Latin for ‘water’

	Someone who shows people to their seats, especially in a cinema or theatre, or at a wedding

	1956 John Ford western in which John Wayne’s character goes on the hunt for his abducted niece

	The fictional prison in the UK sitcom Porridge

	Capital city of Germany

	The surname of Michael J Fox’s character in the Back to the Future film trilogy

	Cockney rhyming slang for a curry



BOARD 2


	In golf, the nickname given to the difficult 11th, 12th and 13th holes at the Augusta National

	Latin phrase meaning ‘the existing state of affairs’

	The most populous city in the US state of Illinois

	A fertile spot in a desert, where water is found

	Character from the planet Vulcan, originally played by Celia Lovsky in a 1967 Star Trek episode

	Soft, sticky matter resulting from the mixing of water and soil or other earthy substances

	German classical composer, famous for his opera Hänsel und Gretel



Answers on page 214


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

As you’d expect, there was a long time between when T-rexes roamed the earth and, say, the invention of the iPhone (65 million years, in fact). As you might not expect, that period is longer than the time between the T-rexes’ time and the time of their fellow dinosaur favourites, the stegosauruses (something like 90 million years).


2 / THE NATION’S FAVOURITE PAINTINGS

We are going to show you the names of five of the nation’s favourite artworks according to a 2015 poll by the Society for All Artists, the UK’s largest community of amateur and professional artists.

We’ve missed out alternate letters – but we’ve kindly given you the names of the artists.


	T□E □I□H□ W□T□H – Rembrandt

	T□E □A□ W□I□ – John Constable

	A □I□G□R □P□A□H – David Hockney

	W□T□R □I□I□S – Claude Monet

	S□N□L□W□R□ – Vincent van Gogh



Answers on page 214


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

One of the answers is the only painting we know of that has its own slide.

Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum was designed around Rembrandt’s The Night Watch, which measures 11 feet by 14 feet and is a Dutch national treasure.

The Night Watch’s special escape slide was created in 1934 and allows the painting to be quickly moved out of danger in case of fire or other threats.


3 / ANIMAL POEMS

We are going to show you the titles of five poems that appeared in the BBC book The Nation’s Favourite Poems, plus the initials and dates of the poet each time. Each title contains the name of an animal. But just who are those poets?


	‘Ode to a Nightingale’ (JK, 1795–1821)

	‘Macavity: The Mystery Cat’ (TSE, 1888–1965)

	‘The Raven’ (EAP, 1809–1849)

	‘The Thought Fox’ (TH, 1930–1998)

	‘The Darkling Thrush’ (TH, 1840–1928)



Answers on page 214


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Edgar Allan Poe finished precisely one novel, 1838’s The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantucket. A shipwrecked crew draws lots to decide which of them will be eaten by the others. Bad news for mariner Richard Parker, who becomes a ‘fearful repast’.

Fifty years later, a real-life man named Richard Parker was shipwrecked. If he’d read the novel, he must have been hoping that the same thing wouldn’t happen to him. But it did. Richard Parker was eaten by his crewmates.

The fictional ship’s dog was named Tiger and if this is ringing bells, that’s because in Yann Martel’s Life of Pi, Pi’s companion in the lifeboat is a tiger … named Richard Parker.


4 / US STATES THAT CONTAIN THE LETTERS ‘R’, ‘A’ and ‘N’

We would like you to name any US state whose name contains the letters ‘R’, ‘A’ and ‘N’. The letters do not have to appear consecutively or in the right order – the name simply has to contain at least one ‘R’, one ‘A’ and one ‘N’.

Answers on page 214


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

When we asked this question on a special chefs edition of Pointless, we discovered that many US states have official drinks or beverages.

We were surprised that we didn’t know this already, frankly, but perhaps that’s because many are not especially inspired. Twenty states have chosen milk. (Rhode Island has the slightly more exotic ‘coffee milk’.)

Florida’s state drink is unsurprisingly orange juice, and Massachusetts’ is cranberry juice.

Better are New Hampshire (apple cider) and Ohio (tomato juice). For its state soft drink, Nebraska eschews nature’s refreshments, preferring Kool-Aid.

Alabama and Virginia include a drop of the harder stuff (Conecuh Ridge Whiskey and George Washington’s Rye Whiskey respectively). But our favourite, after much deliberation, is Indiana. In Indiana, the official state drink is … water.





[image: SET 5]
1 / ON-SCREEN KISSES

We are about to show you pairs of names of actors involved in notable on-screen kisses. We would like you to tell us the name of the film in which the kiss occurred.

BOARD 1


	Jennifer Grey and Patrick Swayze (1987)

	Cate Blanchett and Rooney Mara (2015)

	Audrey Hepburn and George Peppard (1961)

	Kate Winslet and Leonardo DiCaprio (1997)

	Dev Patel and Freida Pinto (2008)

	Tony Curtis and Marilyn Monroe (1959)

	Renée Zellweger and Colin Firth (2001)



BOARD 2


	Heath Ledger and Jake Gyllenhaal (2005)

	Natalie Wood and Richard Beymer (1961)

	Julia Roberts and Richard Gere (1990)

	Burt Lancaster and Deborah Kerr (1953)

	Vivien Leigh and Clark Gable (1939)

	Andie MacDowell and Hugh Grant (1994)

	Gwyneth Paltrow and Joseph Fiennes (1998)



Answers on page 215


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

German philematologists (scholars whose studies include kissing) have given us the Perfectly Pointless Fact that men who kiss their partners each morning live five years longer than non-kissers.


2 / CHAIRS

We are about to show you five clues to facts about chairs. We would like you to find the answers and tell us the most obscure, please.


	Otley-born 18th-century cabinetmaker who developed numerous styles of chair

	Danish designer who created ‘The Round Chair’ in 1949, often referred to simply as ‘The Chair’

	TV quiz first shown in 1972 that features a famous black leather chair

	British pop duo who released the 1985 album Songs from the Big Chair

	A type of enclosed chair designed for one person and carried between poles by two porters



Answers on page 215


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In the 1840s, Charles Darwin hit upon an idea that would allow him to get around his study more quickly, allowing him to study more and more of his specimens at a speed that suited him.

He removed the legs from a wooden armchair and replaced them with a set of legs on casters taken from a bed.

It is one of the first known examples of what we today call the office chair.


3 / HISTORY’S HOTTIES

We’re going to show you clues to five historical figures who were renowned for their good looks. We’d like you to tell us their names.


	Queen of France, played in a 2006 film by Kirsten Dunst

	Egyptian queen who was the lover of Julius Caesar and Mark Antony

	Dutch exotic dancer convicted of being a spy for Germany and executed in France in 1917

	1920s The Sheik actor known as the Latin Lover

	Romantic poet described by Lady Caroline Lamb as ‘mad, bad, and dangerous to know’



Answers on page 215


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

You may or may not know that Lord Byron responded to being told that he couldn’t have a pet dog at Cambridge University (the rules forbade it) by getting a pet bear (which wasn’t mentioned in the rules).

So this Perfectly Pointless Fact is a simple list of Byron’s other not-so-simple pets. Geese, horses, monkeys, peacocks, an eagle, guinea hens, a badger, a heron, a falcon, an Egyptian crane and a goat. Oh, and a crow. And a fox.


4 / BEATLES SINGLES CONTAINING THE LETTERS ‘L’, ‘P’ OR ‘S’

The Beatles gave us some great LPs. For younger players, an LP was a bit like a big CD. For even younger players, a CD was a bit like a music streaming service but you got to keep it and there was a little booklet to enjoy.

In honour of those LPs, we’re looking for any UK Top 40 single by The Beatles that contains the letters ‘L’, ‘P’ or ‘S’. Simple as that.fn1

Answers on page 215


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Despite Mr Hollywood’s considerable charms, Paul McCartney remains Liverpool’s best-loved Paul. This is reflected in a remarkable hit-parade achievement.

Sir Paul has had a Number 1 by himself, of course: ‘Pipes of Peace’. But he’s also had one as part of a duet (‘Ebony and Ivory’ with Stevie Wonder), as part of a three-piece (Wings’ ‘Mull of Kintyre’) and plenty more as part of the above-mentioned moptops.

But there’s more! Because ‘Get Back’ was credited to ‘The Beatles with Billy Preston’, he’s also done it as part of a five-piece.





[image: SET 6]
1 / SHARED NAMES

We are about to show you a list of pairs of names and descriptions of well-known people who share a name – in this case, one person’s surname is the same as the other person’s first name.

We have removed the shared name; we’d simply like you to fill in the gaps and tell us what you think the most obscure name is.

BOARD 1


	Debbie _____ Kane (Blondie singer / England footballer)

	Jeremy _____ Anderson (Sherlock Holmes actor / Singer with Suede and The Tears)

	Moira ______ Broad (Newsreader and presenter / England cricketer)

	Arlene ________ Idowu (Former Strictly judge / Triple jump champion)

	Larry _______ Perry (The Generation Game host / Turner Prize winner)

	Lenny _____ Cooper (Comedian and actor / British heavyweight champion)



BOARD 2


	Matthew _____ Osbourne (Actor and TV presenter / Daughter of Sharon and Ozzy)

	Spike ___ Evans (Malcolm X director / Slapstick comedian)

	Greg ______ Foster (Two-time Open golf champion / British architect)

	Bobby ________ Heston (World Cup winner / Ben-Hur actor)

	Carmen _______ Hart (The ‘Brazilian Bombshell’ / Call the Midwife star)

	James _____ Grenfell (Finnegans Wake author / St Trinian’s actress)



Answers on page 216


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Dame Arlene Phillips did the choreography for Elton John’s ‘I’m Still Standing’ video, in which one of the dancers was her future fellow judge, a youthful Bruno Tonioli.


2 / PRE-DECIMAL CURRENCY

Here are the names of coins, all in circulation in Britain before decimalisation. However, we have rearranged the letters.


	EXEC SNIP

	RAN FIGHT

	AGE UNI

	FOR NIL

	GIVEN ROSE



Answers on page 216


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In 1935, the Royal Mint decided to start issuing commemorative coins. You might have one in your pocket now, and the likelihood is that it is commemorating a royal jubilee, a royal wedding or a royal birthday with a zero in it.

There have been others, commemorating events such as the Festival of Britain, the UK joining the EEC and the London Olympics.

What coins tend not to commemorate is inanimate objects. But once you bear in mind the kind of thing that gets the good people at the Royal Mint as excited as they would be by a jubilee or an Olympics, you can probably guess what the 2013 special two-pound coin marked the 350th anniversary of. Yes, it was the guinea. A commemorative coin commemorating a coin.


3 / VARIOUS MARSUPIALS

Marsupials! They look sensational, they have pouches called marsupia and they’re mainly Antipodean – and it takes the hardest of hearts not to adore them. But can you name them? And can you name the one that is closest to a pointless answer?

We say ‘closest to’: there’s a completely pointless one this time … if you’re feeling brave.

[image: P blank S blank U blank.]
1.

[image: W blank M blank A blank.]
2.

[image: B blank N blank I blank O blank T blank.]
3.

[image: C blank S blank U blank.]
4.

[image: K blank A blank A.]
5.

Answers on page 216


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Wombats are the only animals in the world that produce cube-shaped poo.

Scientists – the kind of scientists interested in both geometry and marsupial droppings – tell us that wombats use their soft intestines to mould their faeces into precise cubes. Like, so precise you could use them as dice.fn1

Not content with this achievement, wombats then leave these cubes on rocks, steps and other exposed places as a means of marking out their territory.


4 / AGATHA CHRISTIE ‘MARPLE’ AND ‘POIROT’ NOVELS

This time, you’re going to name an Agatha Christie novel featuring either Miss Marple or Hercule Poirot. And when we say ‘novel’, we mean it. Short story collections or plays will simply not be allowed.

Answers on page 216


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

A serial killer named Graham Young was arrested in 1971 after a doctor working with Scotland Yard recognised the symptoms of thallium poisoning because he had read a description of them in Christie’s novel The Pale Horse.

The book has saved at least two other lives in the same way, including that of a woman who was being slowly poisoned by her husband. Thank you, Dame Agatha!





[image: SET 7]
1 / FAMOUS SARAHS

These are clues to the names of people called Sarah. We would like you to give us the most obscure answer.

BOARD 1


	Governor of Alaska, 2006–2009

	Played Christine in the 1986 London production of The Phantom of the Opera

	Became the first woman to row solo across the Indian Ocean in 2009

	Artist whose work includes Self Portrait with Fried Eggs

	England wicketkeeper, member of the 2013 Ashes-winning side

	Played Carrie Bradshaw in the Sex and the City TV series and films

	Cyclist, winner of 11 Paralympic gold medals



BOARD 2


	New Jersey-born, Grammy-winning jazz vocalist, nicknamed ‘Sassy’

	Played the title role in the TV series Buffy the Vampire Slayer

	Comedian whose 2013 tour was entitled ‘Home Bird’

	Property developer, presented Village SOS and Help! My House is Falling Down

	Actress born in Paris in 1844, known as the ‘Divine Sarah’

	Author of Tipping the Velvet and Fingersmith

	Presented Blue Peter, 1980–1983



Answers on page 218


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In 1981, Sarah Michelle Gellar appeared wearing pigtails in an ad for Burger King that breached advertising etiquette by mentioning a rival. The rival sued, and Sarah Michelle Gellar, who was dragged into the ugly dispute, then made a habit of disguising herself with a hat and dark glasses whenever her family wanted to visit a McDonald’s.


2 / WORKS OF ART WITH MISSING ADJECTIVES

We are going to show you the titles of five works of art and their artists; however, we have removed a single adjective from each.


	The _____ Temeraire (J M W Turner)

	Jimson Weed / _____ Flower No. 1 (Georgia O’Keeffe)

	A _____ Splash (David Hockney)

	The _____ Cavalier (Frans Hals)

	The _____ Night (Vincent van Gogh)



Answers on page 218


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Jimson Weed / White Flower No. 1 might have the best Pointless score, but it is not some also-ran painting.

Jimson weed itself, also known as thorn apple and devil’s trumpet, is, in terms of chemistry, a nasty poisonous plant, a member of the nightshade family. O’Keeffe didn’t think it was nasty in terms of aesthetics, though, and let the toxic plant grow all over her patio.

In 2014, her painting of its flowers set the record for the most expensive work by a female artist when it sold at auction for £28.8 million to Walmart heiress Alice Walton. It more than tripled the previous world auction record for a piece by a female artist.


3 / THE NUMBER 11

We’re going to show you five clues to facts about the number 11. We’d love you to answer the question you think the fewest of our 100 people knew.


	There are 11 points on the maple leaf that adorns this country’s flag

	The card that can be counted as either 1 or 11 in a game of blackjack

	Actor who played the role of Danny Ocean in the 2001 remake of Ocean’s Eleven and two of its sequels

	11 Downing Street is the official residence of this senior government and Cabinet minister

	Three-lettered Dutch and German word for ‘eleven’



Answers on page 218


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The most Perfectly Pointless Fact about the number 11, and possibly the most Perfectly Pointless Fact of all, is that the letters in the phrase ‘TWO PLUS ELEVEN’ are exactly the same as the letters in the phrase ‘ONE PLUS TWELVE’.


4 / MADONNA UK TOP 10 SINGLES

OK, so we’re looking for any song by Madonna that has reached the Top 10 of the official UK singles chart.

We will accept any double A-side titles as separate answers and we will also accept songs where she is credited as a featured artist, so long as the Official Charts Company agrees.

Answers on page 218


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

An achievement that Madonna must find satisfying is having had more UK Number 1 singles than any other female artist. One that she presumably finds irritating is having had more UK Number 2s than any act in history. Twelve of her singles have just missed out on the top spot; just behind her – with 11 Number 2s each – are Cliff Richard and Kylie Minogue.





[image: SET 8]
1 / ANIMALS

Here are some pairs of animals. We would like you to tell us the type of animal of which each pair is a breed, species or sub-species.

Naturally, we can’t accept general answers such as ‘bird’ or ‘reptile’.

BOARD 1


	Dromedary / Bactrian

	Ayrshire / Blonde d’Aquitaine

	Barn / Tawny

	Magellanic / Adélie

	Green Anaconda / Western Hognose

	Appaloosa / Suffolk Punch

	Scottish Greyface / Badger Face Welsh Mountain



BOARD 2


	Tomato / Ornate Horned

	Spectacled / Kodiak

	Ivory-Billed / Great Spotted

	Black Howler / Brown Spider

	Mallard / Goldeneye

	Thresher / Mako

	Narwhal / Beluga



Answers on page 220


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The person who the Adélie penguin is named after was married to the person who ‘discovered’ the Venus de Milo.

Jules Dumont d’Urville was a French explorer who in 1820 conducted a hydrographic survey of the Greek archipelago. When he was on the island of Milos, a local tipped him off about the existence of the sculpture, and d’Urville, sensing its value, helped the French government obtain it.

Twenty years later, in 1840, on another expedition, this time in the Antarctic, d’Urville discovered a new breed of penguin. The birds were on a bit of Antarctica that he had claimed for France and named Adélie Land after his wife Adèle Dumont d’Urville. He then named the penguins after this land.


2 / COVENTRY

Here are five clues to facts related to the city of Coventry. We would like you to answer them.


	11th-century noblewoman who is said to have ridden naked through the streets of Coventry on horseback

	Bestselling thriller writer, known for his Jack Reacher series, born in the city in 1954

	Russian city that Coventry twinned with in 1944

	Record producer who formed a highly successful production team with Matt Aitken and Mike Stock

	Coventry-born poet who published his collection The Whitsun Weddings in 1964



Answers on page 220


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

When choosing a pen name, James Grant calculated that the surnames of 63 per cent of New York Times bestselling authors began with a C.

He went further, choosing a name that would sit on shelves between two titans of genre fiction, Raymond Chandler and Agatha Christie.

That gets us our second letter. The rest of it comes from an occasion when Grant heard an American mispronouncing Renault’s ‘Le Car’ as ‘Lee Car’. A family joke of replacing ‘the’ with ‘Lee’ developed, and Grant’s daughter Ruth acquired a nickname that is now also her father’s pen name: Lee Child.


3 / TABLES

Brace yourself, because you’re about to see five clues to facts about tables. We’d like you to find the answers and tell us the most obscure, please.


	Title of the 2011 album by Adele that features the song ‘Turning Tables’

	Country in which Table Mountain is situated

	The number of pockets on a standard snooker table

	British actor who won the Best Actor Oscar for his performance in the 1958 film Separate Tables

	In 2008 Boris Johnson claimed this two-word term had been the original name for table tennis



Answers on page 220


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACTS

There are an estimated 2,200 species of plants found on Table Mountain, over 70 per cent of which cannot be found anywhere else.

Table Mountain is often covered in cloud. The cloud that forms around the mountain is of course referred to as the ‘tablecloth’.

Table Mountain is the only mountain in the world to have a constellation of stars (Mensa, Latin for ‘table’) named after it, thanks to French astronomer Nicolas-Louis de Lacaille who wished to honour the mountain that overlooks Cape Town, near the location of his observatory.


4 / CAPITAL CITIES ENDING WITH ‘E’, ‘N’ OR ‘D’

We are looking for any national capital city whose usual name as used in English ends in any of the letters ‘E’, ‘N’ or ‘D’. If a country has more than one recognised capital, we will allow any of those cities as answers (as long as they begin or end with any of the letters ‘E’, ‘N’ or ‘D’, but you knew that).fn1

Answers on page 220


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Bern is one of those capital cities that’s noticeably smaller than its country’s more famous metropolises. Its heraldic beast is a bear, which is why if you look closely inside the image of the Matterhorn on the Toblerones they make in Bern, you can see, hiding, a bear.

Our other favourite logos with hidden details are FedEx (an arrow because they move things around) and Amazon (the smile goes from A to Z, much like the e-tailer’s merchandise).





[image: SET 9]
1 / PEOPLE WITH THE INITIALS ‘MM’

Here are some notable people, each with the initials ‘MM’. How many can you name?

BOARD 1


	Partner of Vivienne Westwood in the shop called SEX, who became manager of the Sex Pistols

	Born Norma Jeane Mortenson, she starred in The Seven Year Itch

	Comedian who won a BAFTA in 2017 for his self-titled Big Show

	Female disciple of Jesus who was one of the first to witness the resurrection

	Footballer who scored for Italy and wound up Zinedine Zidane in the 2006 Men’s World Cup Final

	UK Northern Ireland secretary at the time of the 1998 Good Friday Agreement

	The real name of US rapper Eminem, included in the title of his 2000 UK Number 1 album



BOARD 2


	20th-century French mime famous for his white-faced character Bip

	Former EastEnders star who had a UK Number 1 with ‘Perfect Moment’ in 1999

	Entrepreneur and lingerie brand founder who was made a peer in the House of Lords in 2015

	Canadian comedian and actor known for playing Wayne Campbell and voicing Shrek

	Nurse who was made Matron-in-Chief of the British armies in France during World War I

	Children’s author who wrote Private Peaceful and War Horse

	US TV star and activist who became engaged to Prince Harry in November 2017



Answers on page 222


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In 1976, Mel Brooks made a comedy movie about a director’s efforts to make a silent film. It’s called Silent Movie – and it is a silent movie.

Well, almost. One word is spoken in Silent Movie. The word is ‘Non!’ – and given Brooks’ compulsion to be as funny as possible all the time, and given the theme of ‘MM’ initials, you may have guessed who spoke it …

It was the legendarily silent mime artist Marcel Marceau.


2 / IAN FLEMING NOVELS

Here are crossword-style sets of numbers that relate to the number of letters in the titles of novels by Ian Fleming. Which novels?

(By the way, where a word contains an apostrophe, we are not counting it as a letter – so if the answer was That’s Life, the clue would be 5,4.)


	11

	2,2

	3,3,4,3,6,3

	3,4,4,5

	4,6,4,4



Answers on page 222


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Fleming’s villain Goldfinger is thought to be named after Hungarian-born Ernő Goldfinger, who was known for his brutalist architecture such as West London’s Trellick Tower.

One explanation is that Fleming lived for a time in Hampstead and disliked Ernő’s design for the terraced houses in Willow Road enough to give the architect’s name to a murderous maniac.

When the film Goldfinger came out, the real Goldfinger was afflicted by spoof calls in bad Sean Connery accents in the middle of the night.


3 / MOUNT EVEREST

Here are five clues to facts about Mount Everest. There is a Pointless answer.


	The decade Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay became the first people to reach the summit

	The mountain range it is part of

	The British name for the mountain until it was renamed in honour of Sir George Everest

	The Tibetan name commonly given to the local mountain guides

	British mountaineer, born in 1886, who when asked why he wanted to climb Everest reportedly said, ‘Because it’s there’



Answers on page 222


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Say aloud the name ‘Mount Everest’. We’ll do it too. Done that?

We all pronounced it incorrectly. In 1865, Peak XV was renamed in honour of Surveyor General of India, Sir George Everest. And that surname is pronounced with the stress on ‘Eve’ (as in ‘Adam and …’), then ‘rest’ (as in ‘you’ve climbed Mount Eve-rest, now you deserve a nice rest’).

Of course, if you say it that way, people will think you’re silly, but you can skirt the issue by using the Tibetan name Chomolungma, which means something like ‘Goddess Mother of the World’. Or you can refuse to acknowledge Everest as the tallest mountain, since Hawaii’s Mauna Kea volcano is taller; it’s just that most of it is in the ocean.


4 / INSTRUMENTS IN MAHLER’S EIGHTH SYMPHONY

We are looking for the name of any distinct type of musical instrument in the score of Mahler’s Symphony No.8 (the Symphony of a Thousand). It is scored for one of the biggest orchestras needed for any musical work.

Answers on page 222


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The instrument known as the cor anglais (or English horn) is not English.

It’s also not a horn.

Horns are part of the brass section in an orchestra; the cor anglais is a woodwind instrument.fn1 It got its name from German, because it looked like the sort of instruments that angels are depicted playing in mediaeval drawings, and the German term for angel’s horn, ‘engellisches Horn’, was mistranslated as ‘English horn’.





[image: SET 10]
1 / FILM DUOS AND THEIR FILMS

We will show you pairs of actors; we asked 100 people to tell us the films in which they played the title characters.

So, for example, if the actors were Harry Enfield and Kathy Burke, the answer that we would be looking for is Kevin & Perry Go Large.

BOARD 1


	Warren Beatty and Faye Dunaway

	Amy Adams and Meryl Streep

	Leonardo DiCaprio and Claire Danes

	Ben Stiller and Owen Wilson

	Gary Oldman and Chloe Webb

	Paul Newman and Robert Redford



BOARD 2


	Susan Sarandon and Geena Davis

	George Clooney and Chris O’Donnell

	Kurt Russell and Sylvester Stallone

	Dustin Hoffman and Meryl Streep

	Michelle Pfeiffer and Al Pacino

	Mira Sorvino and Lisa Kudrow



Answers on page 223


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Gary Oldman’s name is misleading, since he was born 13 days later than electropop pioneer Garry Numan. Oldman’s sister Laila Morse (Big Mo in EastEnders) does not have a misleading name. It was concocted by Italian-speaking Isabella Rossellini (who was in a relationship with Gary) since it’s an anagram of ‘mia sorella’ (‘my sister’). Her real name is Maureen.


2 / FICTIONAL HORSES

We’re going to show you five clues to answers that are all famous fictional horses. We’ll also give you the initials of the horses’ names.

We simply want you to tell us the names of the fictional horses the clues refer to.


	Horse and title character voiced by Will Arnett in an animated TV series that began in 2014 (BH)

	The talking horse television character owned by Wilbur Post (ME)

	A winged horse from Greek mythology that sprang from the blood of the Gorgon Medusa (P)

	The name of Albert’s pet horse in Michael Morpurgo’s novel War Horse (J)

	The title character and narrator of Anna Sewell’s 1877 novel (BB)



Answers on page 223


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Nowadays categorised as a children’s book, Anna Sewell had hoped that Black Beauty would ‘induce kindness, sympathy, and an understanding treatment of horses’ among adult readers.

She sold the copyright to the publishing arm of retail company Jarrold & Sons for £40.


3 / TABLOID NURSERY RHYMES

We are going to show you five sensationalist tabloid-style headlines that refer to the events of famous nursery rhymes. We’ve given you the initials of the opening words of each rhyme.

[image: SMALL BOY’S XMAS THUMB PLUM FUN. LJH.]
1.

[image: MEDIC BOYCOTTS TOWN AFTER DEEP POTHOLE DRENCHING. DF.]
2.

[image: KITCHENWARE ITEMS ELOPE AFTER COW MAKES LUNAR ORBIT. HDD.]
3.

[image: SPOUSE ATTACKS TRIO OF VISUALLY IMPAIRED RODENTS. TBM.]
4.

[image: MAN LIVES ENTIRE LIFE IN THE SPACE OF A WEEK. SG.]
5.

Answers on page 223


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

‘Little Jack Horner’ is traditionally associated with a real person, Thomas Horner, steward to the abbot of Glastonbury during the dissolution of the monasteries.

We’re told that Horner was sent to Henry VIII with a bribe in the form of the deeds to a dozen manors concealed in a Christmas pie. Horner fancied the Manor of Mells for himself, so took out the plum containing it.

Thomas Horner was indeed the owner of the Manor of Mells, but the pie should probably be understood metaphorically.


4 / EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WITH A COASTLINE

We are looking for any European country (other than the UK) that has a coastline on any sea or ocean.fn1

By ‘European country’ we mean any sovereign state that is a UN member in its own right and that lies wholly or partly in Europe, OK?

Answers on page 223


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In 2021, Lord John Kilclooney criticised Spain’s Euros team for not singing their national anthem. This was widely considered unfair, as ‘La Marcha Real’ does not have lyrics. There really are no words.

Baron Kilclooney, if you’re reading and want to avoid repeating the error, other wordless anthems are San Marino’s, Bosnia and Herzegovina’s and Kosovo’s (though Kosovo, as we all know, is not a sovereign state that is a member of the UN in its own right).





[image: SET 11]
1 / THINGS IN OUTER SPACE

We are going to give you definitions of things found in or associated with outer space. To help, we have also given you the first letter of each word in each answer, and we are ignoring the word ‘the’.

BOARD 1


	The collection of planets and other celestial bodies in orbit round the sun (SS)

	Star that suddenly increases in brightness due to a catastrophic explosion (S)

	Planet that is circled by broad flat rings and orbits between Jupiter and Uranus (S)

	Thought to be a rapidly rotating neutron star that emits regular pulses of radio waves (P)

	System of millions or billions of stars, plus gas and dust, held together by gravitational attraction (G)

	Very large star of high luminosity and low surface temperature (RG)

	Non-luminous material that is postulated to exist in space (DM)



BOARD 2


	Thousands of these small, rocky bodies are found between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter (A)

	The natural satellite of the Earth, visible at night by reflected light from the Sun (M)

	Group of stars forming a recognisable pattern traditionally named after its apparent form or identified with a mythological figure (C)

	Celestial object made of ice and dust sometimes with a ‘tail’ of gas and dust (C)

	Massive, extremely remote object emitting exceptionally large amounts of energy (Q)

	Resembles a small planet but lacks the technical criteria to be classed as such (DP)

	Cloud of gas and dust sometimes visible in the night sky as an indistinct bright patch (N)



Answers on page 224


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

You could fit all of the seven other major planets together between the Earth and the Moon.

The combined average diameters of our neighbours is 380,016 km, so you’ll need the Moon to be at its apogee (that is, when it’s furthest away), which gives you 398,000 km to play with.


2 / WAYS A BATSMAN CAN BE DISMISSED IN CRICKET

The answers below are five of the ways a batsman can be given out in cricket. Unscramble the anagrams, please.


	HECK I TWIT

	HELLCAT WITH BITE

	WED LOB

	HAG CUT

	BEGET FICKLER WOE



Answers on page 224


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

If you were asked where, in 1844, the first ever international cricket game was played, you’d be quite sensible if you guessed something like Edgbaston or indeed Lord’s. Sensible, but wrong. It was in New York of all places, at St George’s Cricket Club.

If you were then asked which countries competed, you would be quite sensible if you ignored the first fact and said something like England and the West Indies.

But again, the truth is much stranger. The teams were those cricketing powerhouses the USA and Canada.

Canada won by 23 runs, having scored 82 and 63 in each of their innings; the USA could only respond with a 63 and were all out for 58 in their second innings.


3 / BRAZIL

We are going to show you five clues to facts about Brazil and Brazilians. We would like you to use your skill and judgement to give us the answers.


	Bossa nova singer famed for her 1964 hit ‘The Girl from Ipanema’

	The country’s official language

	Three-time Formula One champion and subject of a 2010 documentary film

	The city in which Copacabana Beach is located

	Number of times they have won the men’s World Cup



Answers on page 224


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The kind of people who make quizzes used to enjoy remarking that no bridge crossed the Amazon River. (It’s happily largely untroubled by roads.)

Nowadays, that remark needs a bit of extra information, because there’s a bridge that goes over a 400-metre Amazon tributary, linking the cities of Manaus and Iranduba, right up by the Amazon itself.

Luckily, the bridge has a name that is itself a Perfectly Pointless Fact: its official name is the striking Journalist Phelippe Daou Bridge.


4 / FILMS DIRECTED BY ALFRED HITCHCOCK WITH ‘THE’ IN THE TITLE

So, we are looking for any feature film made for cinema release for which Alfred Hitchcock received a directing credit – and that has the word ‘the’ in the title.

Which do you think the fewest of our 100 people named?

Answers on page 224


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In a feature about Hitchcock’s Psycho, which was based on a novel by Robert Bloch, Variety magazine describes how the director was so keen to keep the plot’s various twists as surprises, he attempted to buy every copy of the book in circulation.





[image: SET 12]
1 / BOOKS WITH NUMBERS IN THEIR TITLE

Here is a series of clues to books that contain a number in the title. We’re going to give you the number and the first letter of each word, as well as the author.

BOARD 1


	T 39 S (John Buchan)

	1 D (David Nicholls)

	F 451 (Ray Bradbury)

	A T W I 80 D (Jules Verne)

	2001: A S O (Arthur C Clarke)

	S-5 (Kurt Vonnegut)



BOARD 2


	T 3 M (Alexandre Dumas)

	C-22 (Joseph Heller)

	A T O 2 C (Charles Dickens)

	50 S O G (E L James)

	5 O A T I (Enid Blyton)

	19 M (Jodi Picoult)



Answers on page 225


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Six years before its publication, the first chapter of Catch-22 was published in a literary magazine. The earlier title? Catch-18.

By the time it was ready as a full-size satire, there was another World War II novel knocking about – Leon Uris’s Mila 18 – so Joseph Heller’s agent recommended coming up with a more distinctive number.

As it happened, Heller had been letting the title Catch-14 knock around in his head, so the solution was simple.

Except! It’s a funny book, reckoned its editor, the legendary Robert Gottlieb; it needs a funny title. And 14, he judged, is simply not a funny number. So what is a funny number?

They’d considered Catch-11 for a while but (a) Frank Sinatra’s Ocean’s Eleven had cornered the market in 11s, and (b) it was not funny enough.

It came to Gottlieb in bed one night, he told the literary magazine Tin House; he phoned Heller in the morning with the words: ‘I’ve got the perfect number: 22. It’s funnier than 18.’ The matter was finally settled.


2 / FILM STUDIO LOGOS

We are going to describe the logos of various film studios or distributors – simply give the name of the one that you think is the most obscure.


	A mountain peak ringed by a field of stars

	A roaring lion surrounded by a ring of film, inscribed with the Latin motto ‘Ars Gratia Artis’

	A shield with the initials ‘WB’ stamped on it

	A woman, wearing a drape, holds a torch in her right hand

	A little boy sits on a crescent moon while fishing



Answers on page 225


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In 1978, five executives left United Artists to form a new studio. William Bernstein explained the thinking behind its name to the New York Times: ‘Orion is the largest constellation; it has five stars, just like us,’ adding, ‘Besides, it was simple to spell.’

The 26th largest constellation, Orion, is usually understood as having seven main stars. In the Orion logo, there were eight.


3 / HEAVY METAL AND HARD ROCK

These clues concern the heavy metal and hard rock genres of music.


	Original lead singer of the band Black Sabbath

	1980 AC/DC album, their first to feature Brian Johnson on vocals

	Lordi won Eurovision for this country in 2006

	Def Leppard drummer, famously drums with his one arm

	Band whose members were Page, Plant, Bonham and Jones



Answers on page 225


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

There was great excitement in Belfast’s Ulster Hall one evening in 1971. The crowd who had gathered to rock out to Led Zeppelin gasped as guitarist Jimmy Page produced a fascinating custom-made double-necked guitar: 12 strings on one neck and an extra six on the other.

What on earth were they about to hear? Page began to pick, and for the first time an audience heard what would become the band’s signature tune ‘Stairway to Heaven’.

Did they go wild? They did not. ‘Stairway’ received the kind of welcome that new material at a concert typically receives. As bassist John Paul Jones told the BBC’s Sold on Song, ‘they were bored to tears waiting to hear something they knew.’


4 / CHEMICAL ELEMENTS BEGINNING WITH ‘N’, ‘O’, ‘B’, ‘E’ or ‘L’

We would like you to name any element of the periodic table whose name begins with either ‘N’, ‘O’, ‘B’, ‘E’ or ‘L’. We are only interested in the full name of the element; if its chemical symbol begins with one of the letters but its full name does not, then we will refuse to accept it.

Answers on page 225


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The dinky Swedish village of Ytterby, 30 km north-east of Stockholm, punches well above its weight in terms of its importance to chemists.

Four of the elements in the periodic table have Scandinavian names and were derived from samples taken from a quarry in Ytterby: holmium (Holmia, the Latin name for Stockholm), thulium (Thule, the ancient name for Scandinavia), gadolinium (Finnish chemist Johan Gadolin) and scandium (pretty obvious).

And that’s not counting ytterbium, which is named after the village itself. As is yttrium. Oh, and terbium and erbium. Ytterby truly is a site of really-super-special scientific interest.





[image: SET 13]
1 / FAMOUS ARTISTS AND THEIR FIRST NAMES

The following is a list of famous artists, with their dates. We are looking for their first names or the names by which they are commonly known.

BOARD 1


	Emin (1963–)

	Turner (1775–1851)

	Picasso (1881–1973)

	Warhol (1928–1987)

	Miró (1893–1983)

	Duchamp (1887–1968)

	Hirst (1965–)



BOARD 2


	Rauschenberg (1925–2008)

	Dalí (1904–1989)

	Whiteread (1963–)

	Van Gogh (1853–1890)

	Bacon (1909–1992)

	Hockney (1937–)

	Hepworth (1903–1975)



Answers on page 226


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The first word spoken by Pablo Picasso (full name Pablo Diego José Francisco de Paula Juan Nepomuceno Crispín Crispiniano María Remedios de la Santísima Trinidad Ruiz Picasso), we’re told, was, appropriately, piz.fn1


2 / AUTHORS IN THE FILM INDUSTRY

We are going to show you the initials of authors who have also worked in the film industry.

For each author, we have named a book they wrote and a film they worked on. We want you to tell us the author you think the fewest of our 100 people knew.


	NH – Book: High Fidelity (1995) / Film: Brooklyn (2015)

	CI – Book: Goodbye to Berlin (1939) / Film: Rage in Heaven (1941)

	RC – Book: Farewell, My Lovely (1940) / Film: Double Indemnity (1944)

	JS – Book: Of Mice and Men (1937) / Film: Viva Zapata! (1952)

	RD – Book: The Twits (1980) / Film: Chitty Chitty Bang Bang (1968)



Answers on page 226


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

We learn in Thomas Fensch’s Conversations with John Steinbeck that the only manuscript for his first major novel, Of Mice and Men, was eaten by his Irish setter puppy Toby. Steinbeck thought the novel may have improved from the forced rewrite.


3 / COPENHAGEN

We’re going to show you clues to facts about the splendid European city of Copenhagen. Please tell us the answer to the one you think is most obscure.


	The country of which it is the national capital

	Amusement park opened in 1843, known for its wooden rollercoaster Rutschebanen

	Harbour sculpture inspired by Hans Christian Andersen’s tale and gifted to the city by Carl Jacobsen

	This palace, made up of four rococo buildings, is the primary residence of the Royal Family

	Footballer, born in a suburb of Copenhagen, voted the world’s best goalkeeper in 1992 and 1993



Answers on page 226


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Hans Christian Andersen was the son of an illiterate washerwoman and a cobbler who went on to mix in royal circles, so while readers might think he was imaginative in devising fairy tales, to him such things were the realities of life.


4 / PRIME MINISTERS WHOSE SURNAMES ARE SIX LETTERS OR LONGER

We are looking for the name of anyone who has served as British or UK Prime Minister whose surname is six letters long or longer (including names with hyphens).

Answers on page 226


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

’Allo ’Allo!’s Gestapo officer Herr Flick is played by Richard Gibson, who has recalled how, as an 11-year-old chorister in St Paul’s Cathedral, he sang at the funeral service for Winston Churchill.





[image: SET 14]
1 / FAMOUS GEORGES

We are going to show you a set of clues to famous people called – or commonly known by the first name – George.

BOARD 1


	Played the role of Danny Ocean in the 2001 Ocean’s Eleven remake

	Composer of ‘Rhapsody in Blue’

	Archbishop of Canterbury (1991–2002)

	17th-century English preacher who founded the Quakers

	Stage name of comedian and banjo ukulele player who sang ‘When I’m Cleaning Windows’

	Hollywood director whose first feature film was entitled THX 1138

	Playwright who wrote Pygmalion



BOARD 2


	Fought Muhammad Ali in ‘The Rumble in the Jungle’ in 1974

	American bandleader of Parliament and Funkadelic

	President of the USA (2001–2009)

	Producer of The Beatles

	English horse painter whose kangaroo painting was one of the first to be seen in Britain

	Author born Mary Ann Evans who wrote Middlemarch

	Played 007 in only one official James Bond film



Answers on page 228


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Impressive: Bob Dylan, who won the Oscar in 2001 for Best Original Song and the 2016 Nobel Prize for Literature.

Even more impressive: George Bernard Shaw, who was the first (and so far the only other) winner of both an Oscar (Best Adapted Screenplay in 1939, Pygmalion) and a Nobel Prize (Literature again, in 1925).

Frustrating for him: Al Gore, who won a Nobel Prize (Peace in 2007, shared with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) and who was there on the stage when his film An Inconvenient Truth got the Oscar in 2007 for Best Documentary Feature – but the actual Oscar in that category goes not to the writer-presenter, but to the director.


2 / ACTORS WHO HAVE PLAYED THE DOCTOR IN TV’S DOCTOR WHO

We will show you the names of five actors who have played the Doctor in Doctor Who on TV – all in anagram form.


	JET NOR WEEP

	CLOTHESHORSE PRECINCT

	TO EMBARK

	WHAT JOKIER EDIT

	ADEPT REPLICA



Answers on page 228


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In 1971, the dormant Doctor Who fan club was taken over by 13-year-old superfan Keith Miller. His rival for the post, a 14-year-old boy also from Scotland, was not pleased but played the long game. He set up an unofficial club, sent letters to the production office, studied the show and even had a letter printed in the Radio Times.

Oh, and much later he also played the Doctor. That youthful rival superfan was Peter Capaldi.


3 / TABLOID PANTOMIME PLOTS

We are going to show you five sensationalist tabloid-style headlines that refer to popular pantomimes performed in the UK. We need you to identify the pantomime being described and give us the most obscure answer.

[image: WIDOW TWANKEY’S SON FINDS MAGIC LAMP.]
1.

[image: BOY KIDNAPPED AND IMPRISONED IN QUEEN’S ICY PALACE.]
2.

[image: FRENCH GIRL SAVES FATHER BY MOVING IN WITH MONSTER.]
3.

[image: GIRL RUNS AWAY TO LIVE WITH SEVEN SMALL MEN.]
4.

[image: CAT-LOVER RICHARD BECOMES MAYOR OF LONDON.]
5.

Answers on page 228


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The life of the real Dick Whittington was not one of rags to riches; it was more like riches to riches. A successful mercer, he became, as well as four-time Lord Mayor of London, a Sheriff of London and an MP.

His being held in such affection is unsurprising since he financed drainage systems in poor areas of London, a ward for unmarried mothers at St Thomas’ Hospital and a public lavatory seating 128 people that was periodically washed by the River Thames.


4 / UK CITIES CONTAINING THE LETTERS ‘S’, ‘E’ and ‘T’

We are looking for any UK city from whose letters you can spell the word ‘SET’ (except Colchester, Doncaster, Milton Keynes and Southend-on-Sea, which have happily become cities since we spoke to our 100 people). The letters do not have to appear consecutively or in the right order; they simply have to contain at least one each of the letters ‘S’, ‘E’ and ‘T’.

Answers on page 228


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In 2002, Ted Baker took over as the Mayor of Rochester. On his first day, he discovered that four years earlier, a piece of paper had been overlooked concerning Rochester’s charter trustees.

Unfortunately, in terms of red tape, this meant that Rochester had to be removed from the Lord Chancellor’s list of UK cities. So it was that on his first day Ted discovered with horror that due to an administrative oversight he was mayor not of a city, but of a town. Remember that the next time you think you’re having a bad day at work.





[image: SET 15]
1 / MATTHEWS, MARKS, LUKES & JOHNS

We are going to give you clues to famous people known as Matthew, Mark, Luke or John. We want you to please give us their full names.

We are absolutely including people who are commonly known as Matt, if their given name is Matthew.

BOARD 1


	Former Deputy Prime Minister whose memoirs are titled Prezza: My Story: Pulling No Punches

	Social media businessman who created a messaging programme named ZuckNet

	Actor who starred in the TV series Beverly Hills, 90210 as Dylan McKay

	Creator of The Simpsons cartoon family

	US tennis player who beat Nicolas Mahut over three days in record-breaking 2010 Wimbledon 1st round match

	Played Chandler Bing in the TV sitcom Friends

	Actor who introduced Idina Menzel as ‘Adele Dazeem’ during the 2014 Academy Awards



BOARD 2


	Long-time Chelsea FC player who first captained the England national team from 2006 to 2010

	Welsh actor who plays Bard in Peter Jackson’s Hobbit films

	British Prime Minister who succeeded Margaret Thatcher

	Lead singer of British rock band Muse

	Had lead roles in Boogie Nights, Ted and Transformers: Age of Extinction

	Member of The Beatles who married Yoko Ono

	Co-creator and co-writer of the BBC TV series Sherlock, who also played Mycroft Holmes



Answers on page 229


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Most prime ministers have enjoyed the right to display coats of arms. John Major’s arms, used as a Knight of the Garter, include a representation of three bars of the portcullis of Parliament, topped with red circles that, as the guides in Windsor’s St George’s Chapel will whisper, make the bars resemble stumps in a sly nod to the former PM’s love of cricket.


2 / PEOPLE WHO HAVE MARRIED EACH OTHER TWICE

We are going to give you the names of five famous faces who have married the same person twice.

We want you to name the person they married. To help, we have given you the initials of this person in brackets.


	Marshall Mathers (KS)

	Natalie Wood (RW)

	Elizabeth Taylor (RB)

	Melanie Griffith (DJ)

	Elliott Gould (JB)



Answers on page 229


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

If, in the era of Elizabeth Taylor, you ran the kind of hotel that Elizabeth Taylor might consider staying at, you made sure that whatever your menu might say was on offer, you would be ready to provide, at any time of the day or night, roast chicken with mashed potato. And for pudding? A Toblerone.


3 / GEOGRAPHICAL ‘Q’S

We are going to give you five clues to facts of a geographical nature. All the answers begin with the letter ‘Q’. Please tell us the most obscure answer.


	Australian state that is home to Brisbane, Cairns and the Gold Coast

	Capital of Ecuador

	Northernmost and highest of the Seven Hills of Rome, on which the Italian president’s official residence stands

	Range of hills in Somerset – England’s first Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

	The largest of Canada’s ten provinces by land area



Answers on page 229


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Mount Chimborazo, south of Quito, is further from the centre of the Earth than is the peak of Mount Everest. It is of course of a lower altitude above sea level, but because the Earth is not spherical and has a bulge at the equator, Chimborazo is that little bit further from our planet’s core.


4 / JAMES BOND FILMS WITH AN ODD NUMBER OF WORDS IN THE TITLE

We are looking for the title of any James Bond film by Eon Productions that contains an odd number of words in its usual title.

Answers on page 229


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

A View to a Kill only qualified as an answer to this question at the last minute. As a short story, it was From a View to a Kill, Fleming’s nod to the Cumberland hunting song ‘D’ye ken John Peel?’ (‘From a find to a check, from a check to a view, from a view to a kill in the morning’).

Indeed, at the very end of Octopussy, we are told: ‘James Bond will return in From a View to a Kill’, which, it turned out, was almost correct.





[image: SET 16]
1 / GERMAN WORDS FOR TYPES OF BUILDINGS

We are going to show you German words for various types of buildings. Please give us the English term for the one you think is most obscure.

BOARD 1


	Die Schule

	Der Leuchtturm

	Das Schwimmbad

	Die Tankstelle

	Die Kirche

	Das Krankenhaus

	Die Feuerwache



BOARD 2


	Das Rathaus

	Das Kraftwerk

	Die Windmühle

	Das Schloss

	Das Polizeirevier

	Der Dom

	Der Bahnhof



Answers on page 230


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The first electrically powered locomotive of its kind was invented by the German boffin Werner von Siemens, who presented a little battery-powered locomotive at the Berlin Trade Fair in 1879.

He also founded the telegraph manufacturers Siemens & Halske, which we know today as … Siemens.


2 / LITERARY CRIME-SOLVERS

Here are the names of fictional crime-solvers alongside the names of the relevant authors with most of the letters removed. Who are those authors? (We’ve also given you the year each character first appeared in print.)


	Miss Marple (1930) /
A□□□□A C□□□□□□E

	John Watson (1887) /
A□□□□R C□□□N D□□□E

	Precious Ramotswe (1998) /
A□□□□□□□R M□□□□L S□□□H

	Lisbeth Salander (2005) /
S□□□G L□□□□□N

	Inspector Bucket (1852) /
C□□□□□S D□□□□□S



Answers on page 230


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The Agatha Christie novel subtitled Poirot’s Last Case was published in 1975 but written decades earlier.

Christie began work on Curtain after her Kensington home was bombed by the Luftwaffe. Once finished, she kept it in a vault so that if the Nazis returned and she didn’t survive, it could provide an income for her daughter. Happily, this did not happen and over 30 years later Curtain was the last novel published by Christie in her lifetime (Sleeping Murder was published posthumously).


3 / NILE RODGERS

We’re about to give you five clues to facts about the performer and producer Nile Rodgers. Please give us the answer to the clue you think is the most obscure.


	Title of the 1979 UK hit single for Sheila & B Devotion that he co-wrote and produced with his Chic partner Bernard Edwards

	He wrote Chic’s hit ‘Le Freak’ after being denied entry to this city’s legendary Studio 54 nightclub

	He co-produced the albums Let’s Dance and Black Tie White Noise for this iconic British singer

	Decade in which his band Chic first had their first UK hit single ‘Dance Dance Dance’

	He produced this female singer’s second album Like a Virgin



Answers on page 230


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

It was Grace Jones who had invited Rodgers to Studio 54, but she forgot to tell the bouncers that his name should be on the list. The original lyrics were based around a two-word phrase used by the bouncer, but radio play seemed more likely if they substituted a different phrase (‘freak out’) with the same initials.


4 / AFRICAN COUNTRIES THAT END WITH ‘A’, ‘E’, ‘I’, ‘O’ or ‘U’

We are looking for any country in the African Union whose short-form name as used in English ends with the letters ‘A’, ‘E’, ‘I’, ‘O’ or ‘U’.

As always, by country, we mean a sovereign state that is a member of the UN in its own right.fn1

Answers on page 230


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Since Somalia has one of the world’s highest camel populations, it makes sense that the Somali language has over 40 camel words.

Aarans are young camels who are no longer sucklings; a gool is a fat camel; the daandheer is the strongest camel of its herd; and a female camel without a calf that will or will not give milk depending on her mood is of course a baloolley.

If you can’t keep all of these camels in your mind at the same time, the one to remember is ‘geel’. It means ‘camel’.





[image: SET 17]
1 / SONGS FEATURING ‘BABY’ OR ‘BABE’ IN THE TITLE

We are going to show you songs with ‘baby’ or ‘babe’ in the title. We’d like you to name the artist, duo or group that had a UK Top 40 hit with the song in the year stated.

BOARD 1


	‘Bye Bye Baby’ (1975)

	‘Baby’ (2010)

	‘Love to Love You Baby’ (1976)

	‘Plug In Baby’ (2001)

	‘I Got You Babe’ (1965)

	‘Hey! Baby’ (1962)

	‘Ice Ice Baby’ (1990)



BOARD 2


	‘Baby Come Back’ (1968)

	‘Baby Love’ (1964)

	‘Always Be My Baby’ (1996)

	‘Your Baby Ain’t Your Baby Anymore’ (1974)

	‘Baby One More Time’ (1999)

	‘Babe’ (1993)

	‘Be My Baby’ (1963)



Answers on page 231


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The location for ‘Baby One More Time’ was used, 21 years earlier, as a location for the film Grease.


2 / ‘NOUGHTIE’ WORDS

We’re going to show you clues to words or phrases that the Oxford English Dictionary tells us were first used in the noughties.

We are also going to give you the first letter of each word or phrase and show you the number of letters.


	A feature on a website that makes pages only accessible to fee-paying subscribers:
P□□□□□□(noun)

	To make a digital recording of a broadcast available on the Internet for downloading:
P□□□□□□(verb)

	A type of logic puzzle, the object of which is to fill a 9 by 9 grid of squares:
S□□□□□(noun)

	A film focusing on an intimate and affectionate relationship between two men:
B□□□□□□□(noun)

	A pastime in which an item is hidden for users of GPS to locate:
G□□□□□□□□□(noun)



Answers on page 231


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Figures assembled by Buzzsprout in 2023 give the sobering analysis that if a podcast episode gets more than 30 downloads in the week after it’s released, it’s in the top 50 per cent of all podcasts. More sobering still: if it gets more than 4,588 downloads, it’s in the top 1 per cent.


3 / TABLOID NOVELS

We are going to show you sensationalist tabloid-style headlines that refer to events from the plots of five different novels. To help, we have also given you the book’s author, the year it was published and the initials of the title.

[image: LIFE’S A BEACH: SHIPWRECKED MAN RETURNS TO ENGLAND AFTER 28 YEARS AS A CASTAWAY. DANIEL DEFOE, 1719 – RC.]
1.

[image: METAL GIANT WREAKS HAVOC ON FARMS, LEAVING TRAIL OF DESTRUCTION. TED HUGHES, 1968 – TIM.]
2.

[image: STOLEN PUPPIES RESCUED FROM SUFFOLK HOME OF FUR-CRAZED FASHIONISTA. DODIE SMITH, 1956 – THAOD.]
3.

[image: SWISS BOFFIN CREATES NIGHTMARISH MONSTER FROM PARTS OF CORPSES. MARY SHELLEY, 1818 – F.]
4.

[image: SCANDAL AT THORNFIELD: ROCHESTER ALREADY HAS WIFE – HIDDEN IN THE ATTIC!. CHARLOTTE BRONTË, 1847 – JE.]
5.

Answers on page 231


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Dodie Smith, author of The Hundred and One Dalmatians, loved dogs. She and her husband, Alec Macbeth Beesley (whose father was Titanic survivor Lawrence Beesley), at one point had nine Dalmatians, including a real-life Pongo.

In an introduction to the novel, Smith says that it might never have happened if a friend of the couple hadn’t eyed their collection of pets and remarked, ‘Those dogs would make a lovely fur coat.’


4 / US PRESIDENTS WHOSE SURNAMES CONTAIN THREE OR MORE VOWELS

We are looking for the full name of any US president whose surname contains at least three vowels. This could be an ‘A’, an ‘E’ and some ‘I’s, or three ‘U’s, so long as the total is at least three.

We will not accept middle names or initials as part of the surname, so for example John Quincy Adams would not be correct. And ‘Y’s are not vowels; not today, anyway.

Answers on page 231


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

John Adams, second US president, died at a ripe old age (90) but on an eerie date: 4 July 1826, the 50th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence.

His last words, we’re told, paid tribute to his successful rival in the 1800 election: ‘Thomas Jefferson survives.’ It’s a touching thought, somewhat spoiled by the fact that, unknown to Adams, Jefferson had elsewhere died a few hours previously.

(And then in 1831, when fifth president James Monroe died, the calendar once again showed 4 July.)





[image: SET 18]
1 / FAMOUS AUSTRIANS

We are going to show you a set of clues to people who were born in Austria, or in the Austrian or Austro-Hungarian Empire.

BOARD 1


	Actress and inventor who famously appeared nude in 1930s film Ecstasy

	Painter of The Kiss (1908), renowned for his use of gold

	Won two Best Supporting Actor awards for his roles in Quentin Tarantino films

	French queen who had the phrase ‘Let them eat cake’ attributed to her

	Quantum physicist who devised a famous paradox involving a cat

	Racing driver who was Formula One World Champion in 1975, 1977 and 1984



BOARD 2


	Bodybuilder turned actor who became a US state governor

	Skydiver who performed record-breaking dive from the edge of space in 2012

	Singer who had a 1986 UK Number 1 single with ‘Rock Me Amadeus’

	Actress who played Rosa Klebb in From Russia With Love

	Composer of ‘The Blue Danube’ waltz

	Archduke whose assassination helped trigger World War I



Answers on page 232


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Hedy Lamarr was born Hedwig Kiesler in Vienna in 1914. As well as a film star, she was a keen inventor.

Avant-garde composer George Antheil and Lamarr proposed a guidance system for torpedoes that enemy troops would find harder to jam. It was based on variable frequencies and inspired by the rolls of paper in player pianos.

The military didn’t use it, but they were clearly on to something; the same principle came in handy years later in the development of a much more homely technology: Bluetooth.


2 / BOOKS SET IN THE FUTURE

We are going to show you five crossword-style clues to titles of works that are set wholly or mainly in the future.

We’d like you to give us the title you think is the most obscure, and to help you along, we have provided the name of the author as well.


	3,6,5 (Suzanne Collins)

	5,3,5 (Aldous Huxley)

	3,7,3 (Richard Bachman)

	3,8,6 (Philip K Dick)

	3,4,7 (H G Wells)



Answers on page 232


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In the original Philip K Dick story The Minority Report, the main character, John A Anderton, is bald. And fat. And old.

When the Spielberg film adaptation came out, it was neither the first nor the last time that Tom Cruise would play a character who did not originally resemble Tom Cruise.


3 / SCIENTIFIC NAMES OF ANIMALS

We’re going to show you the scientific names of various animals. We’d like you to give us the common English name for the animal you think the fewest of our 100 people could identify.


	Equus caballus

	Ovis aries

	Canis lupus

	Cavia porcellus

	Ursus maritimus



Answers on page 232


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

A polar bear’s fur is not white.

It looks white, but it doesn’t have a white pigment in it. Its fur is made up of translucent, hollow hairs that help to convey the sun’s heat to the bear’s skin, which is black, as darker colours are better at absorbing heat.


4 / COUNTRIES IN THE AMERICAS

This time, we’re looking for any country on the continents of North America and South America, including the region commonly known as Central America and the Caribbean island nations known as the West Indies.

Answers on page 232


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The Pacific is obviously to the west of the Atlantic, with Panama in between and famously a canal through Panama linking the two.

But one of the many interesting things about Panama is that it’s shaped like a letter ‘S’ lying on its side. If you turn your copy of this book on its side and look at that ‘S’, you’ll see that the Atlantic laps against the curve on the left and the Pacific against the curve on the right.

This means that, despite what we discussed in the first sentence of this Perfectly Pointless Fact, a ship travelling the canal from the Pacific to the Atlantic is actually heading west.





[image: SET 19]
1 / NUMERICAL VALUES

We are going to show you a list of clues where all the answers are numerical values. We would like you to give us the most obscure answer, please.

BOARD 1


	Number of degrees in a circle

	Number of minutes in a FIFA football match (without added or extra time)

	Number of shillings in a pre-decimal sterling pound

	Number of bones in the normal adult body

	Number of millilitres in a litre

	Number of pairs of chromosomes in a human body cell

	Number of seconds in an hour



BOARD 2


	Number of days in a leap year

	Maximum number of players on the pitch in a rugby union team

	Number of yards between wickets in cricket

	Number of Wonders of the Ancient World

	Number of Members of Parliament in the UK House of Commons

	Number of red and white stripes on the US flag

	Number of holes on a standard golf course



Answers on page 233


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

A chromosome is the part of the cell that carries hereditary information in the form of genes.

Chromosomes readily absorb the kind of colouring stains that are helpful when you’re looking at something through a microscope – and their name reflects that. ‘Chroma’ means ‘colour’ and ‘soma’ means ‘body’, so chromosomes are literally ‘colourful bodies’.


2 / IRISH COUNTIES

We are about to show you the names of five Irish counties with alternate letters removed.

We would like you to fill in the blanks and tell us the name of the county that you think will land you with the fewest points.


	D□N□G□L

	C□R□O□

	W□T□R□O□D

	O□F□L□

	T□P□E□A□Y



Answers on page 233


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The next time you’re visiting County Offaly, be sure to make a detour to Kinnitty and pop in to the small cemetery at St Flannan’s Church.

There you will see, among the headstones and crosses, the burial place of the wealthy Barnard family who, in the 19th century, opted instead for a 30-foot scale replica of the Great Pyramid of Giza.


3 / RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS

We are about to show you crossword-style clues about religious festivals. We would like you to tell us the holiday named by the fewest of our 100 people.


	Hindu festival of lights (6)

	The first month of the year in the Islamic calendar (8)

	The first day of Lent in the Christian church (3,9)

	Most sacred and solemn day in the Jewish calendar (3,6)

	Christian season that spans the four Sundays before Christmas (6)



Answers on page 233


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In 2015, the UN passed General Assembly resolution 69/250. As well as nine official holidays (New Year’s Day, Eid, Christmas and so on), staff can now add a tenth from a list comprising Orthodox Christmas, Orthodox Good Friday, Yom Kippur, Day of Vesak, Diwali, Gurpurab … and Presidents’ Day.


4 / SHAKESPEARE PLAYS CONTAINING AT LEAST TWO OF THE LETTERS ‘B’, ‘A’, ‘R’ OR ‘D’

We would like you to name any Shakespeare play whose usual short-form titlefn1 contains at least two of any of the letters ‘B’, ‘A’, ‘R’ or ‘D’.

It can contain more than two of these letters, but it must contain at least two different letters. So two ‘A’s would not be enough. It would need to be at least one ‘A’ and one ‘D’, for example.

Answers on page 233


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In The Merry Wives of Windsor, when Mistress Page is asked, ‘Where had you this pretty weather-cock?’, she replies: ‘I cannot tell what the dickens his name is my husband had him of.’

This tends to make audiences say to themselves: ‘But I was absolutely sure that Charles Dickens came after William Shakespeare; how could I have got this so wrong?’

The reason is that ‘the dickens’ is one of those irritating phrases that people have long used to avoid blasphemy; in this case Mistress Page is avoiding saying the much less baffling ‘what the devil’.





[image: SET 20]
1 / PEOPLE WHO SHARE THEIR SURNAMES WITH SCOTTISH TOWNS AND CITIES

We are going to show you the forenames and brief descriptions of people who all share their surnames with Scottish towns or cities. Please tell us the place name you think is most obscure.

BOARD 1


	Kofi□□□□□ – Secretary-General of the United Nations from 1997 to 2006

	Dan□□□□□□ – international rugby union fly half who won BBC Wales Sports Personality of the Year in 2015

	Hazel□□□□□□ – TV presenter who won the Royal Television Society’s Sports Presenter of the Year award in 2007

	Penelope□□□□□ – star of the TV sitcoms The Good Life and To the Manor Born

	Andy□□□□□□□ – former Radio 1 disc jockey and Top of the Pops presenter

	Alexander□□□□□□□ – Scottish sailor who was reputedly the inspiration for Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe

	Bob□□□□□□□ – manager of Liverpool FC from 1974 to 1983



BOARD 2


	Angelo□□□□□□ – US boxing manager, trainer of Muhammad Ali

	James□□□□□□□□ – British architect commemorated in the name of an annual prize awarded by the Royal Institute of British Architects

	Lewis□□□□□□□□ – winner of multiple Formula One world championships

	Steven□□□□□□ – scriptwriter and executive producer of Doctor Who and Sherlock

	Harry□□□□□□ – Scottish music-hall entertainer famous for songs such as ‘I Love a Lassie’ and ‘Roamin’ in the Gloamin"

	Prue□□□□□ – culinary expert who became a judge on The Great British Bake Off in 2017

	Justin□□□□□□□□□ – former Tottenham Hotspur footballer who became manager of Leyton Orient in 2017



Answers on page 234


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

As well as being a restaurateur, Prue Leith has written seven novels. If you didn’t know her main career, you might be able to make a fair guess, since her story about a scandalous love affair at the Foreign Office is titled A Serving of Scandal and her post-war aristocratic romance is The Food of Love: Laura’s Story.


2 / WORLD SERIES BASEBALL

We will show you a list of baseball teams that have won the World Series since it began in 1903. However, we have only provided the city name and first initial of the other word or words for each team. We would like you to give us the full name of the team.


	New York Y□□□□□□

	Kansas City R□□□□□

	San Francisco G□□□□□

	Pittsburgh P□□□□□□

	Florida M□□□□□□

	Cleveland G□□□□□□□□

	Boston R□□ S□□

	Atlanta B□□□□□

	Arizona D□□□□□□□□□□□

	Los Angeles D□□□□□□

	Chicago W□□□□ S□□

	Oakland A□□□□□□□□



Answers on page 234


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The Kansas City Royals baseball team – like the Kansas Chiefs American football team – are not based in the state of Kansas, but instead play their home games in the state of Missouri.

This is because, despite its name, the Kansas City where those two teams play is also not in the state of Kansas, but across the border in neighbouring Missouri.


3 / ROOMS IN LITERATURE

We are going to show you five clues relating to rooms in literature. We would like you to give us the answer you deem the most obscure.


	1949 novel by George Orwell that features the nightmarish Room 101

	Member of the Bloomsbury Group who wrote A Room of One’s Own (1929)

	Decade in which Alan Ayckbourn’s Bedroom Farce was first performed

	Actress awarded an Oscar for her role in the 2015 film adaptation of Emma Donoghue’s novel Room

	The War of the Worlds author who wrote the Gothic short story ‘The Red Room’ (1896)



Answers on page 234


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

After her emotionally gruelling novel The Waves, Virginia Woolf decided to try something different: a biography.

Just as the earlier Orlando: A Biography was not a typical biography (because it’s a novel), 1933’s Flush: A Biography, which deals with the world inhabited by Elizabeth Barrett Browning, is a truly distinctive piece of writing.

Excellently, it’s a biography of Barrett Browning’s cocker spaniel.


4 / ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA’S TOP 100 WOMEN TRAILBLAZERS

We are looking for the name of anybody listed in Encyclopedia Britannica’s Top 100 Women Trailblazers, published in March 2019.

It includes eminent women artists, athletes, scientists, explorers, leaders, performers, visionaries and writers, from many countries and from the past as well as the present.

Answers on page 234


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Catherine the Great, Empress of Russia, was neither Russian (she was born in Pomerania’s Stettin) nor a Catherine (she was born Sophie Friederike Auguste von Anhalt-Zerbst-Dornburg).

Since she overthrew her own husband, though, and ushered in an age of enlightenment during her three-decade reign, her claim to greatness is hard to dispute.





[image: SET 21]
1 / ARTISTS OF 1990S FILM SONGS

We’re going to show you the titles of songs from the soundtracks of 1990s films.

In each case, we want you to tell us the name of the band or artist whose performance is featured on the soundtrack, and who had a UK Top 40 hit with the song. As a kindness, we have included the title of the film in brackets.

BOARD 1


	‘End of the Road’ (Boomerang)

	‘Iris’ (City of Angels)

	‘I Will Always Love You’ (The Bodyguard)

	‘I Believe I Can Fly’ (Space Jam)

	‘Kiss from a Rose’ (Batman Forever)

	‘Lovefool’ (Romeo + Juliet)

	‘You Could Be Mine’ (Terminator 2: Judgment Day)



BOARD 2


	‘My Heart Will Go On’ (Titanic)

	‘Stuck in the Middle with You’ (Reservoir Dogs)

	‘(Everything I Do) I Do It for You’ (Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves)

	‘I Don’t Want to Miss a Thing’ (Armageddon)

	‘My Sharona’ (Reality Bites)

	‘Gangsta’s Paradise’ (Dangerous Minds)

	‘Lust for Life’ (Trainspotting)



Answers on page 236


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

‘I Will Always Love You’ was written by Dolly Parton in 1972 after the break-up of her partnership with country singer Porter Wagoner: it is about the end of a musical relationship, not a romantic one.

In a 2017 interview, Dolly Parton said that she wrote ‘I Will Always Love You’ and ‘Jolene’ one after the other. She described it to radio host Bobby Bones as a good writing day.


2 / TURNER PRIZE WINNERS

We are going to show you the initials of people who have won the Turner Prize and the year that they received it; please tell us who you consider to be the most obscure artist.


	AK (1991)

	GP (2003)

	DC (2014)

	DH (1995)

	MC (2001)



Answers on page 236


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Anish Kapoor was so taken with an incredibly black spray paint that he set up a deal with the manufacturers meaning that no other artists could use it.

Fellow artist Stuart Semple didn’t think it was fair for one artist to hog a colour. He took a different approach when he formulated a powder paint.

He declared it was the pinkest pink ever seen and put it on sale to anyone who liked it, so long as the customer confirms on his website that ‘you are not Anish Kapoor, you are in no way affiliated to Anish Kapoor [and] you are not purchasing this item on behalf of Anish Kapoor or an associate of Anish Kapoor’.


3 / GEOGRAPHICAL LIMERICKS

Here are five sets of clues to countries in the forms of limericks. Can you tell us which countries are the subjects of these poems?

Now remember, in this head-to-head fight,

You must show off your low-scoring might

Win those points for your team

(And by ‘country’ we mean

A sovereign state that is recognised by the UN in its own right)

[image: I’m sure that you’ll all be on top of this, They gave us the word for ‘metropolis’, And standing there still, On the top of a hill, Is their world-famous site ‘the Acropolis’!]
1.

[image: The home of the red kangaroo, And the monolith named Uluru, There’s plenty of wonder, To be found when Down Under, But perhaps not the didgeridoo!]
2.

[image: At ski-jumping they’re top of the league, It’s the birthplace of Ibsen and Grieg, It has many a fjord, That can’t be ignored, And Jo Nesbo provides the intrigue!]
3.

[image: This country’s not tricky at all, Home to an Empire which had a Great Fall, You can get a great suit, And it’s shaped like a boot, That is kicking a Sicilian ball!]
4.

[image: In its capital, called Ljubljana, Is a castle with great panorama, Josip Tito it’s said, Had a place by lake Bled, When still part of the old Yugoslavia!]
5.

Answers on page 236


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In Slovenian elections, one important voter bloc with specific concerns is the country’s beekeeping population. Politicians are keen to show off their pro-bee policies, as one out of every 200 Slovenians is a beekeeper.


4 / TEAM GB OLYMPIC MEDALLISTS 2012

This time, we are looking for any individual who achieved a bronze, silver or gold medal for Team GB in the 2012 Olympic Games in London.

Answers on page 236


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Since Olympic medallist Jade Jones’s taekwondo victory in 2012, the World Taekwondo Federation remains federated but has dropped the word ‘Federation’ from its name because of ‘negative associations’ with its previous three-letter initialism.





[image: SET 22]
1 / GREAT DANES

We are going to show you a set of clues to famous people who were born in Denmark. There is a Pointless answer.

BOARD 1


	Goalkeeper who played for both Manchester United and Manchester City

	Female singer who knocked Wet Wet Wet’s ‘Love Is All Around’ off the top of the UK charts

	Played Sarah Lund in the Danish TV series The Killing

	Drummer and founding member of Metallica

	Red Sonja actress who was married to Sylvester Stallone

	Scientist who won the Nobel Prize for Physics in 1922



BOARD 2


	Ballroom dancer who won Strictly Come Dancing with Tom Chambers in 2008

	Author who wrote the fairy tale The Little Mermaid

	Supermodel who has appeared in music videos by Chris Isaak and Duran Duran

	Female presenter of The News Quiz on Radio 4

	Actor who played Gus Fring in Breaking Bad

	Author, she wrote the autobiography Out of Africa



Answers on page 237


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Q: Why are the most technically advanced pieces of kit in your possession marked with ancient Scandinavian runes?

A: When Bluetooth was under development, one of the boffins was reading a book about the Vikings. Since Bluetooth is intended to bring various devices together under one wireless standard, and since Harald Bluetooth (grandfather to King Canute) wanted to unify various Scandinavian tribes under one kingdom, they used ‘Bluetooth’ as a placeholder name.

They never replaced it, and the logo is a combination of the runic symbols for Harald’s initials.


2 / FORMER NAMES OF CHEMICAL ELEMENTS

We are going to show you five former names of chemical elements, along with their chemical symbol and a bonus fact. We would simply like you to give the English name, as it is now commonly known, of the element described.


	Natrium (Na): Abundant in nature in compounds, especially in salt

	Stibium (Sb): Found in small quantities, it is used in the electronics industry to make semiconductors

	Ferrum (Fe): The most used of all metals, despite easily reacting with oxygen to form rust

	Stannum (Sn): Its English name is the shortest of any element in the periodic table

	Aurum (Au): Lustrous and extremely valuable metal, often found as nuggets and grains in rock



Answers on page 237


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In the Bronze Age settlement at present-day Mörigen in Switzerland, archaeologists found an arrowhead made of iron. But, you’re thinking, didn’t they call it the Iron Age because that was when humans worked out how to make iron into tools and replaced their bronze ones? Where on earth did they get their iron from in the Bronze Age?

The answer is: nowhere on Earth. Pre-Iron Age humans got iron from space; to be specific, from meteorites that had crashed into our planet.


3 / THE NUMBER 60

We are going to show you five clues related to facts about the number 60. Please tell us the answer that you think the fewest of our 100 people knew.


	Precious stone commonly associated with a 60th wedding anniversary

	US winner of the men’s 60 metres sprint at the 2018 IAAF World Indoor Championships in Birmingham

	One degree of latitude or longitude is subdivided into 60 of these units

	Actor who plays the car thief Randall ‘Memphis’ Raines in the 2000 film Gone in 60 Seconds

	Country with the International Calling Code +60, whose capital is Kuala Lumpur



Answers on page 237


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Let’s think about the other kind of minutes. When you hear a huge number mentioned in the news, a good way to think about the difference between a million and a billion is as follows.

If you had to wait a million minutes for something, you’d actually be waiting for nigh on two years.

If you had to wait a billion minutes, you’d need over 1,900 years to spare.


4 / COUNTRIES WHOSE NAMES CONTAIN THE LETTERS ‘W’, ‘X’, ‘Y’ OR ‘Z’

We are looking for any country whose usual short-form name as used in English contains a ‘W’, ‘X’, ‘Y’ or ‘Z’.

As always, by country, we mean a sovereign state that is a member of the UN.fn1

Answers on page 237


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Mozambique is also the highest-scoring country in Scrabble,fn2 with a whopping 34 points before double or triple squares are counted,fn3 despite also containing all five of the low-scoring vowel tiles.





[image: SET 23]
1 / NATIONALITIES OF TENNIS PLAYERS

We’re going to show you the names of tennis players, each of whom has won at least one Grand Slam singles title. We’d like you to tell us the sovereign member of the UN (otherwise known as a ‘country’) that they represented.

BOARD 1


	Rafael Nadal

	Henri Cochet

	Victoria Azarenka

	Stefan Edberg

	Virginia Ruzici

	Francesca Schiavone

	Steffi Graf



BOARD 2


	Roger Federer

	Gustavo Kuerten

	Maria Sharapova

	Serena Williams

	Iva Majoli

	Juan Martin del Potro

	Yevgeny Kafelnikov



Answers on page 238


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

When Roger Federer made his Association of Tennis Professionals debut in Gstaad in 1998, the Swiss Open tournament gifted him a cow that he named Juliette.

Does that make Federer distinctive as a champion tennis player who has had the honour of owning a cow? It does not.

When he returned to Gstaad in 2013 following a nine-year absence from the tournament, he was given another cow, named Desiree.

So Federer is distinctive as a champion tennis player who has had the honour of owning cows plural.


2 / ‘THE’ MUSIC GROUPS MADE FROM CHEMICAL SYMBOLS

We are going to give you five lists of elements, the chemical symbols of which spell out the name of a music group that begins with ‘the’. (Since the word ‘the’ cannot be formed from chemical symbols, we have not provided symbols for it.)

We would like you to tell us the one you think the fewest of our 100 people knew.


	THE Copper, Rhenium

	THE Fluorine, Radium, Yttrium

	THE Samarium, Iodine, Thorium, Sulfur

	THE Hydrogen, Iodine, Vanadium, Einsteinium

	THE Polonium, Lithium, Cerium



Answers on page 238


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

When the prestigious journal Nature began publishing Nature Chemistry, the staff had a decision to make: should element 16 be spelt ‘sulphur’ (as it tends to be in the UK) or ‘sulfur’ (US)?

Emotions ran high on the matter, which is detailed at length in C A Michie and D R Langslow’s article ‘Sulphur or sulfur? A tale of two spellings’ (British Medical Journal 1988;297:1697).

Nature Chemistry’s judgement was to use ‘sulfur’, as that is the name used by the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry. If something has a given name, they reasoned, it should have only one. It makes perfect sense.

Although it should be added that the IUPAC also accepts ‘cesium’ as well as ‘caesium’.

Oh, and ‘aluminum’ as well as ‘aluminium’.


3 / WINE

We are about to show you five clues to facts about wine. We would like you to find the answers, and tell us which you think is the most obscure, please.


	Young French wine that is released for sale on the third Thursday in November

	Broadcaster and wine critic who wrote the books Superplonk and Summerplonk

	Spanish sparkling wine, its name means ‘cellar’ in Spanish

	The name, thought to originate from the German for ‘splash’, for white wine and soda

	The Roman god of wine, equivalent of the Greek god Dionysus



Answers on page 238


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Some letters lend themselves to the starts of the names of wines more readily than others. You could probably name half a dozen wines beginning with ‘C’ or ‘M’ without thinking very hard about the matter.

There is, though, a run of three letters that would stump even the most committed oenophile: ‘I’ (for which you might need to reach for Lombardy’s almondy Invernenga), ‘J’ (perhaps you would like to sample some Jubiläumsrebe, another name for Blaufränkisch) and ‘K’ (here you get a two-for-one in the Turkish Kalecik Karası).


4 / ‘DING DONG MERRILY ON HIGH’ WORDS

We are looking for words of five letters or more in the carol ‘Ding Dong Merrily on High’ as published in the 1924 edition of The Cambridge Carol Book by Charles Wood and George R Woodward.

Don’t bother with ‘merrily’, and we are not allowing ‘rhyme’ (it’s ‘rime’) or ‘riven’ (it’s ‘riv’n’).

Answers on page 238


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

‘Ding Dong Merrily on High’ is a rare example of a song that has been recorded both by Ritchie Blackmore of heavy rock band Deep Purple (with his neo-mediaeval folk rock outfit Blackmore’s Night) and by Australian tot-centred stalwarts The Wiggles (on, of course, their Wiggly, Wiggly Christmas! album).





[image: SET 24]
1 / TEA AND COFFEE

We’re going to give you descriptions of types of tea, coffee and herbal infusions, along with the initials of the name of the beverage in question.

We’d like you to give us the usual name for those beverages that matches the initials.

BOARD 1


	An Indian beverage made by boiling tea leaves with milk, sugar and spices (C)

	A cold, sweetened coffee that originated in Algeria, named after a village there (M)

	A frothy coffee, often with chocolate sprinkled on top, named after an order of friars (C)

	A coffee made with steamed milk popularised in New Zealand in the 1980s (FW)

	A bergamot-flavoured China tea that, shares its name with a British prime minister (EG)

	A French coffee served with milk (CAL)

	A bitter, highly caffeinated South American herbal tea sometimes known as ‘yerba’ (M)



BOARD 2


	A drink made from milk tea and tapioca balls (BT)

	A coffee flavoured with chocolate, shares its name with a port in Yemen (M)

	A black China tea with a strong, distinctive, smoky flavour (LS)

	A herbal infusion, its name is derived from the Afrikaans for ‘red bush’ (R)

	An Italian coffee whose name is the Italian word for milk (L)

	A very strong, concentrated coffee, its name means ‘limited’ in Italian (R)

	Typically a blend of Assam and Ceylon teas, so named because it is popular in the morning (EB)



Answers on page 239


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Over 100 million cups of tea are drunk in Britain each day. The UK Tea & Infusions Association offers a daily counter of that day’s UK tea consumption. We presume this is based on inference from trends, as they’ve never asked us at Pointless HQ how many we’ve drunk on a given day (we don’t need to tell you that it’s a lot).


2 / THINGS SPELT ONLY WITH LETTERS IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE ALPHABET

We are going to show you clues to answers that are spelt with only the letters ‘A’ to ‘M’ inclusive. For each clue there is only one possible answer outright; even so, we are giving you the answers’ initials (we’re here to help).


	Song that was a UK Number 1 hit for the Spice Girls (M)

	First name of a child of Kris Jenner (K)

	Chemical element (L)

	South American capital city (L)

	UK city (L)



Answers on page 239


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Before her death, Elizabeth I refused permission for a post-mortem. This means that she is a monarch for whom there is no official cause of death. We can only theorise.

Since the queen was fond of the pallid complexion that was fashionable at the time, and since the go-to aristocratic make-up was something like Venetian ceruse, and since Venetian ceruse and the like were mixtures of vinegar and 2 PbCO3·Pb(OH)2, and since the white lead powder in question is technically a poison … lead poisoning is right up there as a possible cause of death, if we’re going to rank the theories.


3 / THE COPPOLA FAMILY

We are going to show you five clues relating to facts about the Coppola family of film-makers. We would like you to give us the most obscure correct answer, ideally the Pointless one.


	1972 film about the Corleone crime family, directed by Francis Ford Coppola

	1976 film starring Sylvester Stallone in which Francis Ford Coppola’s sister Talia Shire first played Adrian

	Cousin of Sofia and Roman Coppola, star of Rushmore and the TV series Bored to Death

	Title of Francis Ford Coppola’s 1992 adaptation of a Bram Stoker novel, starring Gary Oldman

	Nephew of Francis Ford Coppola, star of films including Con Air and Raising Arizona



Answers on page 239


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Film historian Tom Santopietro tells of the time the producers of The Godfather met up with real-life New York Italian Americans who were unhappy about the movie that was about to be filmed, though they hadn’t seen the script.

They insisted – quite strongly – that each and every mention of the word ‘Mafia’ be removed from the screenplay. The producers nodded seriously and later did as requested: they removed the single instance of the word ‘Mafia’ from the screenplay.


4 / HITS FOR THE BANGLES

Please give us the title of any single by The Bangles that reached the UK Top 40 during the 1980s.

Answers on page 239


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

If you enjoy the sound of Prince’s ‘1999’ but find the apocalyptic lyrics depressing, you can instead use the words of another song written by Prince (and a more relatable one), The Bangles’ ‘Manic Monday’, which match perfectly.





[image: SET 25]
1 / MEDICAL ADVANCES

We’re going to show you descriptions of a person, technique or invention that has contributed to the advancement of medicine. We’d like you to tell us what each clue describes. Your answer must correspond to the initials supplied.

BOARD 1


	Technique that changes the shape of the cornea and eliminates the need for spectacles (LES)

	Technique for removing excess abdominal fat, developed by Giorgio Fischer (L)

	Introduction of micro-organisms to the body in order to stimulate antibodies (V)

	Austrian botanist, born 1822, whose work on pea plants laid the mathematical foundation for genetics (GM)

	Machine that moves air in and out of the lungs of a patient who is unable to breathe (V)

	Instrument for administering precise doses of medication, first used in the 1850s (HS)



BOARD 2


	Device that delivers electrical pulses to the heart to give it a normal rhythm (P)

	Common name for the painkiller acetylsalicylic acid, first marketed in 1899 (A)

	Device first used on a human in 1947 to restore a regular heart rhythm after a cardiac arrest (D)

	Drug used to reduce pain in a specific area of the body without loss of consciousness (LA)

	A kit for women, first developed in the 1970s, that detected the hCG hormone (HPT)

	Albert Alexander was the first patient to be treated with this antibiotic in 1941 (P)



Answers on page 240


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

When Alexander Fleming learned of American patents for methods of penicillin production, what do you think was his response?

We can get a clue from his own words, as recalled in a 1974 lecture to the Ulster Medical Society:

‘I found penicillin and have given it free for the benefit of humanity. Why should it become a profit-making monopoly of manufacturers in another country?’


2 / THINGS WITH NAMES THAT INCLUDE FIRST NAMES

We are now going to show you the names of five things. In each case, they are missing a word that is a first name. We have also given you a definition of the thing. We would like you to give us the missing first name.


	_____’s ladder: Rope ladder with wooden rungs

	Tin _____: A car, especially a very early Ford

	Lazy _____: Revolving stand or tray on a table, often used to hold condiments

	Spinning _____: Machine for spinning with multiple spindles at a time, patented by James Hargreaves

	_____ Jug: Beer mug typically in the form of a stout old man donning a three-cornered hat



Answers on page 240


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

There is a charming tale about the origin of the name Spinning Jenny. The device’s inventor, James Hargreaves, observed his daughter (or perhaps his wife) knocking over a traditional spinning wheel, which prompted him to think: these spindles don’t have to be horizontal! This changes everything!

Charming, but problematic, since (a) Hargreaves didn’t have a daughter (or a wife) named Jenny and (b) ‘jenny’ is short for ‘engine’.


3 / TABLOID MUSICALS

We are going to show you five tabloid-style headlines that refer to the plots of long-running West End musicals, past and present, if they had been reported as front-page news.

We’d like you to tell us the title of the musical to which

they refer.

[image: FORMER NUN HELPS FAMILY STAGE DARING NAZI ESCAPE.]
1.

[image: MAN-EATING PLANT GOES BERSERK AT FLOWER SHOP.]
2.

[image: BREAD THIEF ON PAROLE BECOMES FRENCH MAYOR UNDER FALSE NAME.]
3.

[image: BANK EMPLOYEE HIRES NANNY WITH MAGICAL POWERS.]
4.

[image: VIETNAMESE BARGIRL’S LIFE MIRRORS ‘MADAME BUTTERFLY’.]
5.

Answers on page 240


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Rodgers and Hammerstein captured the tone so perfectly in The Sound of Music’s ‘Edelweiss’ that many believed the film was using a traditional Alpine song.

In his autobiography, Theodore Bikel, the first performer to play Captain von Trapp, recalls performing the song in concert and being told by an Austrian audience member: ‘Of course, I have known it for a long time, but only in German.’


4 / EU MEMBER STATES OR THEIR CAPITALS WITH NO REPEATED LETTERS

We’re looking for any EU member state or any EU member state’s capital city that has no repeated letters in the English short-form version of its name.

By ‘short-form’ we mean its usual name without the word ‘Republic’ or whichever longer title it may have. And, just the same as always, by ‘country’ we mean a sovereign state that is a member of the UN.

Answers on page 240


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Zagreb’s funicular railway connects Donji Grad with Gornji Grad. This is a journey of 66 metres. Locals boast of its being the world’s shortest public-transport ride. If you know of a public-transport ride that takes less than 64 seconds, they’d rather you kept the information to yourself.





[image: SET 26]
1 / ALLITERATIVE FILM TITLES

We are about to show you clues to films with alliterative titles. We would like you to identify them and tell us the one you think is the most obscure.

We have also provided the initials and year of release.

BOARD 1


	Frances ‘Baby’ Houseman falls in love with dance instructor Johnny Castle (DD, 1987)

	Judy Garland’s first ever film, a musical about American football (PP, 1936)

	Musical film based on the hit songs of ABBA (MM, 2008)

	Will Smith and Martin Lawrence play police officers in this Michael Bay film (BB, 1995)

	Based on the novel of the same title by author Gillian Flynn (GG, 2014)

	A mother and daughter magically switch bodies and have to live each other’s lives (FF, 1976)

	Jim Carrey plays a lawyer who can only speak the truth due to his son’s birthday wish (LL, 1997)



BOARD 2


	First in the trilogy that sees Christian Bale playing Bruce Wayne (BB, 2005)

	Anne Hathaway is put under a spell and must obey every command she is given (EE, 2004)

	A giant ape takes a shine to an actress while she’s filming a documentary (KK, 1933)

	Julie Andrews finds work as a man impersonating a woman (VV, 1982)

	Dustin Hoffman plays a graduate student caught in a conspiracy involving stolen diamonds (MM, 1976)

	Alan Cumming voices a horse giving an account of his life in 1870s England (BB, 1994)

	Comedy in which Eddie Murphy can communicate with animals (DD, 1998)



Answers on page 241


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

At screenplay stage, King Kong was called The Beast. The studio thought that was boring and suggested Jungle Beast. Director Merian C Cooper was very keen on having the actual name of the beast in the title and, since his favourite words (including ‘komodo’, ‘kodiak’ and ‘kodak’) began with K, he wanted to name the ape, and the movie, Kong. ‘Fine,’ said the studio, ‘but your previous work was documentaries with one-word titles and we don’t want audiences thinking this is another of them.’ ‘Not a problem,’ said Cooper, ‘if we add another K word.’ Finally, everyone agreed.


2 / BRITISH ARCHITECTS

We are going to show you the names of five British architects, but we’ve missed out alternate letters of their surnames.

Please fill in the missing letters and tell us the most obscure surname.


	NICHOLAS H□W□S□O□R (c.1661–1736)

	EDWIN L□T□E□S (1869–1944)

	CHARLES B□R□Y (1795–1860)

	JOHN N□S□ (1752–1835)

	DENYS L□S□U□ (1914–2001)



Answers on page 241


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

As well as actual buildings, Edwin Lutyens built Queen Mary (as in Mary of Teck, Empress of India and wife of King-Emperor George V) a doll’s house that you can still visit today. It has electricity, running hot and cold water, an extensive library and a wine cellar. During construction, Queen Mary was in her mid-50s, proving that you’re never too old for a doll’s house.


3 / THINGS THAT SHARE THEIR NAME WITH COMPUTER PROGRAMMING LANGUAGES

We are going to show you five clues to things that share their names with programming languages. We need you to solve the clues and give us the most obscure answer. To help we have provided the initial of each word.


	Title character of an 1865 Lewis Carroll novel (A)

	Mount Semeru is the highest mountain on this Indonesian island (J)

	Red gemstone formed from the mineral corundum (R)

	Augusta Lovelace, who has been called the first computer programmer, was commonly known by this first name (A)

	Golden Globe winners Roberts and Louis-Dreyfus share this first name (J)



Answers on page 241


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The computer language Ada is named after Ada Lovelace, who worked with Charles Babbage in the 1830s and created a program for his ‘Analytical Engine’; more modern programmers wished to honour a pioneer in their field. Lovelace was not born into technical boffinry, though; her father was the wild poet Lord Byron.


4 / PRINCE TOP 40 SINGLES

We are looking for any single released by Prince, or that has him as a featured artist, which reached the Top 40 of the UK chart.

Answers on page 241


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

When Prince finally got his first (and only) UK Number 1 (1994’s ‘The Most Beautiful Girl in the World’), it wasn’t the first time he had been on a UK Number 1: it’s his guitar you hear at the beginning of Madonna’s ‘Like a Prayer’.





[image: SET 27]
1 / ANIMALS IN SHAKESPEARE

We are about to show you some quotes from Shakespeare that have all had the name of an animal removed from them. We would like you to tell us the animal that has been taken out of each quote.

We have given you the first letter in the name of each animal.

BOARD 1


	Eye of newt and toe of F□□□ (Macbeth)

	I can add colours to the C□□□□□□□□, Change shapes with Proteus for advantages (Henry VI, Part III)

	Bait the hook well; this F□□□ will bite (Much Ado About Nothing)

	My kingdom for a H□□□□ (Richard III)

	The smallest W□□□ will turn, being trodden on (Henry VI, Part III)

	Why, then the world’s mine O□□□□□ (The Merry Wives of Windsor)

	The E□□□□ suffers little birds to sing (Titus Andronicus)



BOARD 2


	Nay, if our wits run the wild-G□□□□ chase (Romeo and Juliet)

	The cat will mew, and D□□ will have his day (Hamlet)

	If that the earth could teem with woman’s tears, each drop she falls would prove a C□□□□□□□□ (Othello)

	Thou liest, thou jesting M□□□□□, thou (The Tempest)

	My Oberon! what visions have I seen! Methought I was enamour’d of an A□□ (A Midsummer Night’s Dream)

	I never kill’d a mouse, nor hurt a F□□ (Pericles)

	[Exit, pursued by a B□□□] (A Winter’s Tale)



Answers on page 243


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Macbeth is the only play by Shakespeare that mentions rhinoceroses. The title character tells the ghost: ‘What man dare, I dare, Approach thou like the rugged Russian bear, The arm’d rhinoceros, or the Hyrcan tiger.’

(A term that appears only once in an author’s work is known as a ‘hapax legomenon’, a piece of jargon you may remember startling Jeremy Paxman on University Challenge when 21-year-old law student Ted Loveday correctly gave it as an answer.)


2 / BANDS AND THEIR TRIBUTE ACTS

We are going to show you a list of five names of tribute acts who chiefly perform the music of a well-known act. We would like you to tell us the name of the act whose music they perform.


	Björn Again

	West End Girls

	Joanne Joanne

	Jean Genie

	Sticky Fingers



Answers on page 243


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In his book An Intelligent Person’s Guide to Modern Culture, philosopher Roger Scruton wrote that ‘with the Spice Girls or the Pet Shop Boys, serious doubts arise as to whether the performers made more than a minimal contribution to the recording’.

The ‘Girls’/‘Boys’ switcheroo was neat but expensive; the Pet Shop Boys brought proceedings for libel, winning damages and costs.


3 / THE NUMBER 13

We are about to show you five clues to facts that all relate to the number 13. Please work out the answers and tell us which one you think is the most obscure.


	The Roman numerals representing the number 13

	This British rock band had a Number 1 album in 1999 entitled 13

	This element, with atomic number 13, has the chemical symbol Al

	The royal London residence that was bombed on Friday 13 September 1940 with King George VI inside

	Author of 1907 novel Friday, the Thirteenth that helped to spread the superstition



Answers on page 243


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In Thomas W. Lawson’s 1907 novel Friday, the Thirteenth, a broker decides to bring down Wall Street on that date. In December of that year, a seven-masted schooner that had been named for and invested in by the author was wrecked off the Scilly Isles. A plaque in the nearby St Agnes Church begins: ‘On the 13th December, 1907, the schooner Thomas W. Lawson of Boston was in distress off Annet …’.

That day was a Friday.


4 / HISTORIC COUNTIES THAT END IN ‘SHIRE’

We are looking for the name of any of the 92 traditional or historic counties of the UK whose name in English ends with ‘SHIRE’.

For clarity, we’re using the Historic Counties Standard published by The Historic Counties Trust.

Answers on page 243


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Counties like Dumfriesshire and Peeblesshire tend to go straight from the main part to the ‘shire’ part, whereas counties like Inverness-shire and Kinross-shire tend to get a hyphen.

It’s not easy to read a word with three consecutive ‘s’s: whether or not you choose to hyphenate, say, ‘businessspeak’ or ‘headmisstressship’ is ultimately up to you, though we recommend that you do.





[image: SET 28]
1 / BLACKADDER ACTORS

We’re going to give you the names of characters from the TV sitcom Blackadder.

We want you to tell us the name of the actor or actress who played each role. We’re going to give you their initials and also the series in which each character first appeared.

There is a Pointless answer.

BOARD 1


	Captain Darling (TM, Blackadder Goes Forth)

	Queen Elizabeth I (MR, Blackadder II)

	Edmund Blackadder (RA, The Black Adder)

	Dr Samuel Johnson (RC, Blackadder the Third)

	Richard III (PC, The Black Adder)

	George, the Prince Regent (HL, Blackadder the Third)

	Lord Smedley (NP, Blackadder the Third)



BOARD 2


	Baldrick (TR, The Black Adder)

	Lady Whiteadder (MM, Blackadder II)

	Mrs Miggins (HAW, Blackadder the Third)

	Flashheart (RM, Blackadder II)

	Lord Melchett (SF, Blackadder II)

	Corporal Perkins (JH, Blackadder Goes Forth)

	King Richard IV (BB, The Black Adder)



Answers on page 245


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Researchers at the Forces War Records have found that there was a real Captain Blackadder who fought in World War I. They also uncovered a Captain Darling and a Private Baldrick.

Captain Robert John Blackadder was born in Dundee in 1884 and was a chartered accountant before he enlisted in the Army as a rifleman. He survived and retired to Sussex, where he died aged 84.


2 / SHARKS

Here are some clues to facts about sharks. Please tell us the most obscure.


	Artist who created a famous 1991 work consisting of a dead shark floating in a tank

	Australian golfer nicknamed ‘The Great White Shark’, who won the Open in 1986 and 1993

	Title of the US version of the TV show Dragons’ Den

	Author of the 1952 novella The Old Man and the Sea in which a fisherman battles with sharks

	2004 animated film featuring the voices of Will Smith, Robert De Niro and Renée Zellweger



Answers on page 245


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Sharks may be notable for their teeth, but they don’t have bones. They prefer cartilage for their skeletons: if you have a feel of your ears or the tip of your nose, that is hopefully the closest you’ll get to what a shark skeleton feels like.


3 / MIXED ‘BAG’

We are going to show you five clues to facts related to the word ‘bag’. Please tell us the answer you think is most obscure.


	Pink-and-white-striped cloth cat, the title character of a 1970s animated children’s TV series

	US singer, nicknamed the ‘Godfather of Soul’, who had a 1965 hit with ‘Papa’s Got a Brand New Bag’

	Container for a type of pungent vegetable with concentric layers and a nickname for the goal net in football

	Heavy, stuffed cylindrical bag used by boxers in training

	TV comedy drama series starring Phoebe Waller-Bridge, first broadcast in 2016



Answers on page 245


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In the 19th century, football players sometimes disputed a goal, claiming a shot had gone over the bar. With today’s technology some way off, Everton fan John Alexander Brodie came up with a simpler solution: the net.

It was used in a trial game in 1891; Everton’s Fred Geary became the first player to hit the back of the net.

Although Brodie was also chief engineer on the Mersey Tunnel, the net remained his proudest achievement.


4 / UK TOP 40 SINGLES BY THE CLASH

We are looking for the title of any UK Top 40 single released by the punk group The Clash.

Answers on page 245


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The Clash song ‘London Calling’ fades out with a quote from an old Guy Mitchell song, ‘Singing the Blues’, giving way to a repeated signal in Morse code. The signal, unsurprisingly, is ‘SOS’.





[image: SET 29]
1 / EPONYMOUS INVENTIONS

We are going to show you descriptions of things that are named after the people generally credited with devising them. We’ll also give you the first name and the first letter of the surname of the inventor – this surname is part of the name of the invention. What are the surnames?

BOARD 1


	First-aid procedure for dislodging an obstruction from a person’s windpipe (Henry H)

	Diagram that represents mathematical or logical sets as circles (John V)

	Defined standard for screw threads in imperial sizes (Joseph W)

	Miner’s portable safety lamp with the flame enclosed by wire gauze (Humphry D)

	Numerical scale for expressing the magnitude of earthquakes (Charles R)

	Two-wheeled horse-drawn cab for two passengers with the driver seated behind (Joseph H)

	Wide-mouthed glass jar with an airtight screw top (John M)



BOARD 2


	Shallow, circular, transparent dish used for the culture of micro-organisms (Julius P)

	Projection of the map of the world on a flat surface so that parallels and meridians are straight lines (Gerardus M)

	Tunnel-shaped hut made of corrugated iron (Peter N)

	Mark on a ship’s side showing the limit of legal submersion when loaded with cargo (Samuel P)

	Weaving loom that uses perforated cards to produce the patterns of figured fabrics (Joseph J)

	Temporary bridge made from lattice steel used especially in military operations (Donald B)

	Device for measuring radioactivity by counting ionising particles (Hans G)



Answers on page 246


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The Encyclopedia Britannica attracts some understandably impressive contributors. The entry for earthquakes in the 15th edition is written by Charles Richter; better still, the entry for make-up in the 14th edition is by the Oscar-winning Maksymilian Faktorowicz, also known by the shorter name Max Factor.


2 / EVENTS IN THE MONTH OF THE FIRST MOON LANDING

We are going to show you five clues relating to events of July 1969, the month in which the Apollo 11 astronauts landed on the Moon. Please tell us the answer you think is most obscure.


	Castle in which Prince Charles was invested as Prince of Wales (1 July)

	First BBC showing of this sci-fi TV series starring William Shatner (12 July)

	El Salvador invaded this neighbouring country at the start of the ‘Football War’ (14 July)

	Belgian cyclist who won the Tour de France for the first of five times (20 July)

	Actress and singer born in July 1969, starred in the 1997 film Selena (24 July)



Answers on page 246


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

NASA tells us that there are two golf balls on the Moon. In 1971, Apollo 14’s Alan Shepherd became the first (and to date the only) human to play that game in that location. In his kit were two balls and a modified six-iron club with a special adapted head that also functioned as a collection tool.


3 / CLERIHEWS

A clerihew is a four-line rhyming poem that doesn’t have a fixed rhythm. The first line contains the name of a person, the second line rhymes with that name, and the rest of the poem is a biographical reference to that person (although it need not be factually accurate).

We’re going to show you five clerihews that we’ve compiled, but we’re only going to give you the initials of the subject.

The clerihew was invented by Edmund Clerihew Bentley, so you could say, by way of example:

Edmund Clerihew Bentley

Originated this ment’lly

Stimulating form of rhyme

That gets biographical facts correct – most of the time

[image: H blank blank blank blank blank blank blank F blank blank blank. Rarely has time to be bored When not in ‘Star Wars’ he’s playing that Archaeologist who wears a hat.]
1.

[image: M blank blank blank blank blank blank C blank blank blank blank. Has a name that is plain It would have been a much harder trick, all right, To become a star with the name ‘Micklewhite’]
2.

[image: A blank blank blank blank blank C blank blank blank blank blank blank blank. Wrote plots that were twisty As when a detective used his Belgian guile To solve the case in ‘Death on the Nile’.]
3.

[image: L blank blank blank blank blank M blank blank blank blank. Is fairly short; nevertheless he Has been a Leading goalscorer for Barcelona and Argentina.]
4.

[image: K blank blank blank blank M blank blank blank blank blank blank. Made the cover of Vogue Although she was less glamorous on screen As a mechanic called Charlene.]
5.

Answers on page 246


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

During the filming of Star Wars, Alec Guinness couldn’t remember Harrison Ford’s name.

In a letter to a friend, which you can read in full at Letters of Note, he describes a ‘rangy, languid young man who is probably intelligent and amusing’ named ‘Tennyson’ or ‘Ellison’ Ford.

At the end of the letter he remembers that it’s ‘Harrison’ and asks his friend whether she’s ever heard of him.


4 / CARRY ON FILMS CONTAINING THE LETTERS ‘O’ OR ‘N’

We are looking for the name of any film in the Carry On series whose title – excluding the words ‘Carry On’ – contains either the letter ‘O’, the letter ‘N’ or both.

Answers on page 246


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Abandoned Carry On films that we never got to see include Carry On Smoking (in a fire station), Carry On Robin (Sherwood Forest and so on), Carry On Spaceman (silly astronauts), Carry On Escaping (set in World War II) and most intriguing of all, Carry On Dallas (oil barons).





[image: SET 30]
1 / COCKTAILS

We are about to show you clues to things that share their name with cocktails. We have provided the first letter of each word in the answer.

BOARD 1


	Borough of New York City and the site of the original Dutch settlement of New Amsterdam (M)

	Name of the character played by Jared Leto in the 1999 film Fight Club (AF)

	Insect found submerged in the paint of van Gogh’s Olive Trees in November 2017 (G)

	Word preceding ‘Royale’ in the title of the first James Bond film starring Daniel Craig (C)

	Thought to be out of style or no longer current or modern (OF)

	Modern-day title of the monthly magazine first launched by the publisher Schlicht & Field Company in 1886 (C)



BOARD 2


	A drink of espresso coffee diluted with hot water (A)

	A prickly shrub, especially of a blackberry (B)

	World War II Japanese aircrafts that deliberately crashed into an enemy target (K)

	Australian tree with fernlike leaves and yellow flowers with the Latin name Acacia dealbata (M)

	First name of British author known for The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series (A)

	A tool with a flattened or cross-shaped tip that fits into the head of a sharp-pointed metal pin (S)



Answers on page 247


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Beer was illegal in Iceland until 1 March 1989.

After a 1915 referendum banned all alcohol, doctors found they were prescribing more and more wine (‘for bad nerves’) and cognac (‘for the heart’). There was never a decent rationale, though, for sending patients off with bottles of lager.

Support for prohibition gradually dwindled and 1 March has since been celebrated as Bjórdagur (Beer Day).


2 / GREAT BRITONS

We’re going to show you anagrams of the names of five prominent British people from several centuries of history. To help, we’ll also tell you each person’s dates of birth and death and the field of activity for which they were famous.


	ACTIONS ANEW (1642–1727; Science)

	ON ON THE SAILOR (1758–1805; Naval warfare)

	ALCHEMY AID AFAR (1791–1867; Science)

	GENTLE CARING LIFE HON (1820–1910; Nursing)

	BALL IS ANSWER (1887–1979; Military engineering)



Answers on page 247


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

His well-known achievements are so well known that it’s possible to overlook some of Lord Nelson’s earlier feats. For example, in 1773, before he was a lord (he was aged 14), Nelson took part in an Arctic expedition to look for a navigable passage between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

The expedition was not successful, but Nelson did get to take command of a small sailing vessel and successfully fight off an attack by some furious walruses.


3 / BOARD GAMES

We are about to show you clues that lead to the names of board games. Please tell us the board game you think is the most obscure. We have included the first letter of the game in brackets.


	Old Chinese game with 144 tiles, split into sets such as bamboos, dragons and flowers (M)

	Player tokens in this economics-based game include a Scottie dog and a top hat (M)

	Two-player dice game where the goal is to ‘bear off’ all your checkers (B)

	World domination strategy game invented by French film-maker Albert Lamorisse (R)

	German-style tile-based game that’s named after a medieaval fortified town in France (C)



Answers on page 247


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Most words with ‘check’ in them come from the Persian ‘shah’, which means ‘king’. ‘Checkmate’ means something like ‘the king is dead’ and we call our government finance the ‘exchequer’ because accounts used to be kept on a big board with black and white squares like a chessboard.


4 / COUNTRIES THAT CONTAIN THE LETTERS ‘M’, ‘A’ OR ‘P’

We are looking for any country other than the UK whose usual short-formfn1 name in English contains any of the letters ‘M’, ‘A’ or ‘P’.

As always, by country we mean a sovereign state that is a member of the UN in its own right – and by short-form we mean excluding such things as ‘The Republic of’ or ‘Democratic Republic of’.

Answers on page 247


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Despite its fine gastronomy and charming Adriatic beaches, Montenegro is unpopular with a specific group of people: cartographers. They have no problem with places that, like the Democratic Republic of Congo, have a long name but also have a big area in which to fit the name on a map.

The short-name, big-area places like China are obviously easy to label. Likewise, say, Wales: not a lot of land, but not too many letters in the name.

Montenegro, though, is smaller than Wales with a name twice as long – and that can really spoil a cartographer’s morning.





[image: SET 31]
1 / ICONIC DRESSES

We’re going to show you descriptions of dresses along with the name of the designer, the event or film it was worn for and the initials of the person who famously wore it.

We would like you to give us the name of the person who wore the dress.

BOARD 1


	Ivory satin dress with pearls and embroidery / Helen Rose / Bride’s first wedding to Conrad ‘Nicky’ Hilton, 1950 (ET)

	Floor-length red dress worn to the opera / Marilyn Vance / 1990 film Pretty Woman (JR)

	Cream and blue dress / Michael Fish / UK cover of early 1970s album The Man Who Sold the World (DB)

	Raw meat dress / Franc Fernandez / MTV Video Music Awards, 2010 (LG)

	Black safety-pin dress / Versace / Premiere of Four Weddings and a Funeral, 1994 (EH)

	French satin column dress / Edith Head / 1955 Oscar ceremony (GK)



BOARD 2


	Yellow cape dress resembling an omelette / Guo Pei / Met Gala 2015 (R)

	Cowl-neck, figure-hugging bridesmaid dress / Sarah Burton / 2011 royal wedding (PM)

	One-shoulder white chiffon ball gown / Jason Wu / Presidential inaugural ball, 2009 (MO)

	Black Italian satin floor-length evening gown / Givenchy / 1961 film Breakfast at Tiffany’s (AH)

	Midnight blue velvet gown, known as the ‘Travolta dress’ / Victor Edelstein / White House Gala Dinner 1985 (PD)

	Strapless pink silk dress and matching gloves / Travilla / 1953 film Gentlemen Prefer Blondes (MM)



Answers on page 250


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In 2015, during the global debate over whether a dress in a photograph was blue and black or white and gold, 70 per cent were on the white-and-gold side.

And they were wrong. When the real dress was hunted down, it was unmistakeably blue and black, so the manufacturers created a white-and-gold version and auctioned it for Comic Relief.


2 / BANANAS

We are about to show you five clues to facts about bananas or things related to bananas. We would simply like you to tell us which you think is the most obscure, please.


	Name of the body part that is used as a term for a bunch of bananas

	British star of My Best Friend’s Wedding, whose 2006 memoir is entitled Red Carpets and Other Banana Skins

	Name of the car that goes Bananas in the title of a 1980 Disney film

	Alcoholic spirit that is traditionally used to make a Banana Daiquiri cocktail

	‘Bananaland’ is a slang term for this Australian state



Answers on page 250


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

‘Waltzing Matilda’ was written by bush poet Banjo Paterson while he was reflecting on Queensland’s tumultuous shearers’ strikes of the 1890s. The strikes were also responsible for the formation of the Australian Labor Party, and its Queensland wing became the world’s first Labor (or Labour) government, in 1899.


3 / THE WIZARD OF OZ

We are going to give you five clues to facts about The Wizard of Oz books and their associated media.

We simply want you to give us the answer to the clue you think is the most obscure.


	Actress who played Dorothy in the 1939 film

	The road to Emerald City is described as having bricks of this colour

	Dorothy’s home is in this US state

	1985 Disney sequel that starred Fairuza Balk as Dorothy

	Stephen Schwartz musical about the witches of Oz that includes the song ‘Defying Gravity’



Answers on page 250


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Judy Garland was a dear friend of East End composer Lionel Bart and so among her recordings are, as well as much of the Great American Songbook, her last studio recordings to be released as records: Judy Garland Sings Lionel Bart’s Maggie May, featuring risqué lyrics using the language of industrial relations to describe a different kind of union.


4 / TENNIS PLAYERS WHO HAVE WON SUCCESSIVE GRAND SLAM SINGLES TITLES

We are looking for the name of any tennis player, male or female, who has won successive Open Era Grand Slam singles titles.

To be clear, that’s anyone who has won the Australian Open and then the very next French Open, or the French Open and then the very next Wimbledon, or Wimbledon and then the very next US Open, or the US Open and then the very next Australian Open.

And if they’ve won more than two in a row, they are of course eligible.

Answers on page 250


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Tennis killed King James I of Scotland.

In 1437, noblemen sent assassins to murder the monarch at Perth’s Friars Preachers Monastery. James tried to escape them by fleeing through a sewer.

He had forgotten that a few days earlier, he had ordered the sewer to be blocked off because he was fed up of losing his tennis balls in it. The assassins caught him up and stabbed him to death.

If James had thought of the concept of ball boys, how different Scottish history might have been.





[image: SET 32]
1 / ANIMATED FILMS

We are going to give you descriptions of animated films. We simply want you to tell us the title of the film you think is the most obscure. There’s a Pointless answer in each board.

To help, we have also given you the year each film was first released in the UK.

BOARD 1


	Cocker spaniel and mutt fall in love and eat spaghetti (1955)

	Cowboy doll is threatened by a spaceman figure (1996)

	Septuagenarian travels to Paradise Falls with a stowaway boy scout (2009)

	Two-part adaptation of The Wind in the Willows and The Legend of Sleepy Hollow (1949)

	Family of superheroes come out of hiding to save the world (2004)

	Evil fairy curses a princess, a prince saves her with help from other fairies (1959)



BOARD 2


	In the future, a rubbish-collecting robot goes on a journey into space (2008)

	A panther and a bear try to convince a boy to return to his kind (1967)

	After a house move, a young girl’s emotions try to help her deal with her new life (2015)

	Unusual group of characters goes on a quest to find a dark magic item (1985)

	Queen curses her land with infinite winter, her sister tries to reverse it (2013)

	English soldier and Native American woman fall in love in 17th-century Virginia (1995)



Answers on page 251


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Toy Story 2 was almost completely lost when an unnamed Pixar employee typed ‘/bin/rm -r -f *’ into an office machine.

It might not be immediately clear to everyone what that command does, but Pixar co-founder Ed Catmull makes it very clear in his book Creativity, Inc: ‘First, Woody’s hat disappeared. Then his boots. Then he disappeared entirely.’ It deletes everything, immediately.

If you haven’t got a system for backing up your own data, perhaps imagine those animators watching their work disappear before their eyes and then move that task up your to-do list.


2 / STEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

We’re going to show you the names of five dishes from around the world that are forms of stew, but we’ve missed out alternate letters. We’ll also show you the name of a country with which the dish is associated.

Please fill in the missing letters and tell us the name of the stew that the fewest of our 100 people identified.


	R□T□T□U□L□E (France)

	T□G□N□(Morocco)

	B□G□S (Poland)

	C□R□O□A□E (Belgium)

	J□M□A□A□A (USA)



Answers on page 251


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In Poland, bigos is held in such affection that the national epic (Pan Tadeusz, a vast poem narrating a bear hunt) contains a recipe for the stew. The cabbage, we’re told, must be pickled and properly chopped, and in the simmering process it’s apparently important to ensure that the liquid boils over the rim of the pot.


3 / ‘RED’ THINGS

We’re going to show you clues to facts about things that begin with ‘red’ or ‘the red’. There is a Pointless answer.


	A clue or piece of information that is or is intended to be misleading or distracting

	US firefighter whose team in 1962 extinguished the ‘Devil’s Cigarette Lighter’ gas fires in the Algerian desert

	English byname of Cardinal Richelieu who was chief minister to King Louis XIII of France from 1624 to 1642

	Common butterfly species with the scientific name Vanessa atalanta

	Narrow strip of water extending about 1,200 miles from the Gulf of Suez to the Gulf of Aden



Answers on page 251


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

You will not find a red herring in the sea or in fresh water. Nor will you find it at the fishmonger’s.

It seems that the phrase goes back to an 1807 story by English MP, pamphleteer and journalist William Cobbett about the use of the relevant fish (turned red by drying and smoking) to deter hunting dogs by masking the scent of the person or animal being tracked.

This led to two things: (1) quite a handy new phrase in the English language and (2) a widespread belief that this technique was used in real life. The irony could not be any greater that the second is untrue.


4 / THE 100 MOST INFLUENTIAL SCIENTISTS OF ALL TIME

We’re looking for anyone who was named in the Encyclopedia Britannica Guide to the 100 Most Influential Scientists of All Time in 2008.

The list is made up of ‘the most important scientists from Ancient Greece to the present day’ and includes 109 scientists who were listed individually or as part of a team.

Answers on page 251


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

As a British child during World War II, Jane Goodall knew she wanted to live among wild animals, an enthusiasm fostered by the books she was devouring.

She told the Guardian: ‘I had read Tarzan and fallen in love, although he married the wrong Jane, the wretched man!’





[image: SET 33]
1 / CHEESE AND BISCUITS

We’re going to show you clues to types of cheese and savoury biscuits; we are also giving you the initial of the cheese or biscuit.

BOARD 1


	Blue cheese named after a Cambridgeshire town where it is said to have been sold but cannot be manufactured there by law (S)

	A rich, creamy white cheese, its name in Italian means ‘beautiful country’ (BP)

	Flat, round cheese with an orangey-yellow rind, named after a Dutch town near Rotterdam (G)

	An orange-coloured English cheese from the Midlands, similar to cheddar (RL)

	Biscuits originally made from pieces of leftover bread dough, which are thrown in an annual West Country contest (DK)

	In James Joyce’s novel Ulysses, Leopold Bloom has a sandwich made from this Italian cheese (G)

	A thin crisp biscuit of unleavened bread, traditionally eaten by Jews during Passover (M)



BOARD 2


	Spanish sheep’s milk cheese that gets its name from the area of La Mancha (M)

	Savoury square biscuit, first marketed by W and R Jacob in Dublin in 1885 (CC)

	A cheese associated with Wallace and Gromit, named after a valley of the River Ure in North Yorkshire (W)

	French cow’s milk cheese, traditionally has a thin horizontal streak of ash or soot through its middle (M)

	A savoury biscuit, named after a Somerset city and the physician who supposedly invented it (BO)

	A hard Italian cheese; Samuel Pepys buried his to keep it safe during the Great Fire of London (P)

	Pungent soft English cheese, the rind of which is ‘washed’ in perry; it is named after a local variety of pear (SB)



Answers on page 253


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

When Gromit used Stinking Bishop cheese to revive Wallace in The Curse of the Were-Rabbit, the manufacturers reported a 500 per cent increase in demand.

Stinking Archbishop, which features in Wallace and Gromit’s World of Invention, sadly remains fictional.


2 / KIDS

We are going to show you five clues to facts relating to kids in various ways. Please tell us the answer you think is most obscure.


	Card game played by Steve McQueen and Edward G Robinson in the 1965 film The Cincinnati Kid

	First name of the disc jockey ‘Kid’ Jensen, born in Canada in 1950

	US travel writer, author of the 2006 memoir The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid

	US Democrat president who styled himself ‘The Comeback Kid’ after an unexpectedly strong result in a 1992 primary election

	Actor who played the title character in the 1921 Charlie Chaplin film The Kid



Answers on page 253


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

While the use of the word ‘kids’ to mean children irritates some people, it is no modern confection. It’s found in the works of 17th-century playwright Thomas Middleton, as well as writing by Pope (‘The feeding kids that wipers bite’), Orwell’s memoir (‘My wife and kids were starving’) and a letter by William Morris (‘Janey and kid are both very well’).


3 / TABLOID SITCOMS

We are going to show you five sensationalist tabloid-style headlines that refer to memorable events in UK sitcoms, along with the year that sitcom was first broadcast in the UK.

We would like you to tell us the name of the sitcom in each question. Please note, the date refers to the year the first episode of each sitcom was first broadcast.

[image: SOUTH LONDON TRADER HURT IN WINE BAR MISHAP. 1981.]
1.

[image: INCREDULOUS PENSIONER IN BIZARRE FLOWERPOT MISHAP. 1990.]
2.

[image: SPARKHILL COMMUNITY LEADER IN CRICKET GROUND MIX UP WITH MAYOR OF LONDON. 2012.]
3.

[image: PRICELESS ARTWORK FOUND IN WWII SAUSAGE. 1982.]
4.

[image: TORQUAY LOCAL GOES BALLISTIC-HOTEL IS ATROCIOUS. 1975.]
5.

Answers on page 253


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

There have been two dubbed versions of Fawlty Towers in Spain. In one, Manuel is from Mexico City; in the other, he’s from Naples and aspires to cook lasagne.


4 / ACTORS IN FOUR WEDDINGS AND A FUNERAL

We are looking for the name of anyone who received an acting credit in the 1994 film Four Weddings and a Funeral, according to IMDb. We will not accept anyone who played himself or herself.

Answers on page 253


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Amber Rudd, the former UK Home Secretary, told a fringe meeting at the 2016 party conference that she acted as ‘aristocracy co-ordinator’ on Four Weddings and a Funeral because a ‘friend of a friend’ asked her to find extras in ‘smart wedding outfits’ for the nuptial scenes.





[image: SET 34]
1 / LARGEST ISLANDS

We are going to show you the names of islands. Each lies off the mainland country to which it belongs and is the largest island by area of that country. But which countries?

BOARD 1


	Tasmania

	Crete

	Sicily

	Luzon

	Achill

	Rügen

	Baffin Island



BOARD 2


	Marajó

	Gotland

	Tiburón Island

	Zanzibar

	Majorca

	Honshu

	Hawaii



Answers on page 255


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The Anglo-Zanzibar War of 1896 is generally accepted to be the shortest war in history. Zanzibar surrendered after 38 minutes.

It was sparked by a dispute over who should be the new sultan. According to the dispatch, renegade Sultan Khalid bin Barghash was bombarded in his palace by British ships from shortly after 9 am on 27 August 1896 … to 9.40 am.


2 / BONES THAT HUMANS ONLY HAVE ONE OF

We’re going to show you the medical names of bones that adult humans normally only have one of in their bodies – but we’ve missed out alternate letters.

Please give us the bones that you think the fewest people knew.


	S□E□N□M

	M□N□I□L□

	O□C□P□T□L

	A□I□

	C□C□Y□



Answers on page 255


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The axis is the bit of the spine under the atlas (the bit of the spine the head sits on).

Under the axis is cervical vertebra C3, which itself is on top of cervical vertebra C4. Next comes C5, then C6. You can see why an anatomically precise reworking of the song ‘Dem Bones’ would be quite a dry affair.

(It would also need over 200 verses.)


3 / ACTS WITH 10 OR MORE UK TOP 10 SINGLES

We’re going to show you song titles that were the first UK Top 10 hits for acts who later went on to have at least 10 UK Top 10 hit singles. We’ll also give you the year that the songs first entered the chart. We simply want you to tell us the name of the acts.


	‘The A Team’ (2011)

	‘My Name Is’ (1999)

	‘Pon De Replay’ (2005)

	‘Acceptable in the 80s’ (2007)

	‘What Have You Done for Me Lately’ (1986)

	‘I Was Made to Love Her’ (1967)



Answers on page 255


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Cockney musicians Chas & Dave feature on Eminem’s debut single ‘My Name Is’.

Eminem sampled the opening guitar riff and the drum break from Labi Siffre’s 1975 song ‘I Got The …’; Chas Hodges and Dave Peacock were session musicians on the track and so their playing resurfaced in a Number 2 hit 24 years later.


4 / TINTIN’S ADVENTURES

We would like you to give us the English title of any of the 24 Adventures of Tintin comic-strip books created by Hergé.

Books not written by Hergé will not be accepted; nor will the titles of publications that featured Tintin in non-book form.

Answers on page 255


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In an entertaining article for the journal Canadian Medical Association Journal, Antoine Cyr, Louis-Olivier Cyr and Claude Cyr consider the neurotraumatic effects on Tintin of his adventures, since he experiences serious loss of consciousness 50 times.

Forty-three of these incidents involve head trauma, often caused by a club but also due to explosions and falls – and, on three occasions, chloroform poisoning.





[image: SET 35]
1 / FICTIONAL DOGS

We’re going to show you clues to fictional dogs from literature, film and television. We’d like you to name the dog you think the fewest of our 100 people could identify.

BOARD 1


	Great Dane puppy who is nephew to Scooby Doo in the cartoon series

	Central character of Jack London’s 1903 novel The Call of the Wild

	Dog who accompanies Dorothy in The Wonderful Wizard of Oz

	Boarhound who is Hagrid’s pet in the Harry Potter books

	Dog whose dream was featured in the soap Neighbours

	Cartoon beagle created in 1950 by Charles M Schulz

	The name of Mickey Mouse’s pet dog



BOARD 2


	Dog created by Eric Hill for a children’s book first published in 1980

	Dog taken in by Robbie Jackson in EastEnders in 1994

	Heroic collie originally played on-screen by a dog called Pal in 1943

	Jon Arbuckle’s dog in the Garfield comic-strip series

	‘Watchdog’ who becomes a companion to Milo in the 1961 novel The Phantom Tollbooth

	Talking dog apparently killed off in an episode of Family Guy in November 2013

	Companion to Tintin in the Hergé comic book series



Answers on page 256


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Over the years in EastEnders, Robbie Jackson’s beloved Wellard was played by three German Shepherds from the same family.

First was Zenna, then her daughter Chancer, then her granddaughter Kyte. Kyte was the most versatile performer, as she also appeared in 102 Dalmatians and played Maximus’s pet wolf in the blockbuster Gladiator.


2 / ART TERMS

Let’s get our fingers painty. Below are the names of some artistic styles, eras or movements with all except the first and last letters of each word removed. You also get the name of one of the top artists in that style, era or movement.


	A□T B□□T (JEAN DUBUFFET)

	C□□□□M (PABLO PICASSO)

	F□□□□□M (HENRI MATISSE)

	I□□□□□□□□□□□M (CLAUDE MONET)

	N□□□□□□□□M (JOHN CONSTABLE)

	P□E – R□□□□□□□□E (JOHN EVERETT MILLAIS)

	P□P A□T (ANDY WARHOL)

	R□□□□□□□□□E (MICHELANGELO)

	S□□□□□□□□M (SALVADOR DALÍ)



Answers on page 256


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Their record label decided not to make a video for ‘Misfit’ by ‘80s sophisti-pop outfit Curiosity Killed the Cat. But, you’re thinking, it has a video, an expensive one filmed around New York City!

You’re right. The label changed their mind when a fan of the band said he would like to direct. The fan was Andy Warhol.


3 / THINGS THAT INCLUDE EVERY VOWEL ONCE IN THEIR NAME

We are going to give you five clues to things that include every vowel once and only once in their name. By vowel, we mean the letters ‘A’, ‘E’, ‘I’, ‘O’ and ‘U’. No ‘Y’ today.


	Song with which Sandie Shaw won the Eurovision Song Contest in 1967

	Radioactive chemical element with the symbol Sg

	Vegetable in the Brassica family of plants that bears large, edible, creamy-white flower buds

	Alternate one-word name for the California redwood tree

	English actor nominated for Oscars for A Man for All Seasons and Quiz Show



Answers on page 256


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

He may not be as recognisable as Einstein, Nobel, the Curies or the other notables who have chemical elements named after them, but Glenn T Seaborg has two Perfectly Pointless things to distinguish himself from those others: he was the first notable to give their name to an element and he was listed in the Guinness Book of World Records as the person whose entry in Who’s Who in America was longer than anyone else’s.


4 / CAST OF THE 2007 FILM HOT FUZZ

Yes, 2007. It seems like only yesterday that the comedy cop movie hit our screens.

We are looking for the name of any actor credited with a role in that film.

Answers on page 256


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Between Spaced and Shaun of the Dead, director Edgar Wright directed a music video for an electronica band named Mint Royale. Years later, he included a clip from the video in his Hollywood heist movie, which means that Baby Driver includes an unlikely cameo of sorts: Bake Off’s Noel Fielding.





[image: SET 36]
1 / ‘CAR’ SONGS

We are going to show you UK Top 40 song titles that have the word ‘car’ in the title. We would like you to tell us the name of the artist or band; to help, we’ve provided the initials of the artist’s or band’s name.

BOARD 1


	‘Cars’ (1979 – GN)

	‘Big Green Car’ (1981 – TP)

	‘Chasing Cars’ (2006 – SP)

	‘Cartrouble’ (1981 – A&TA)

	‘Get Outta My Dreams, Get Into My Car’ (1988 – BO)

	‘Mint Car’ (1996 – TC)



BOARD 2


	‘Muscle Car’ (2006 – M)

	‘Fast Car’ (1988 – TC)

	‘Don’t Drive My Car’ (1980 – SQ)

	‘Driving in My Car’ (1982 – M)

	‘Jump in My Car’ (2006 – DH)

	‘Car Wash’ (1977 – RR)



Answers on page 258


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

If you’re driving a rented vehicle and aren’t sure which side the petrol cap is on, take a look at the dashboard’s fuel gauge.

You should see an arrow, sometimes accompanied by an image of a petrol pump, next to the gauge; this arrow points to the side of the car where the fuel cap is. No more pulling out the hose to its maximum extent.


2 / UNCLES

We are going to give you five clues to facts about uncles. We would like you to give us your most obscure answer, please.


	Russian dramatist who wrote the play Uncle Vanya

	Name of Hamlet’s uncle in the Shakespeare play

	The 1960s US TV series in which Jackie Coogan played Uncle Fester

	US author who wrote the stories featuring the character of Uncle Remus

	Name of the Trotters’ uncle in Only Fools and Horses, played by Buster Merryfield



Answers on page 258


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACTS

Three avuncular facts for you. (‘Avuncular’ strictly means ‘relating to uncles’, but there are so many kind uncles out there that it’s also used more generally to mean ‘benign’, ‘generous’, ‘likely to slip you a £20 note when your parents aren’t looking’, etc.)

Uncle Bulgaria is over 240 years old. The Wombles’ song ‘Minuetto Allegretto’ states that he was a lad in 1780, so that’s canonical.

Buster Merryfield worked in a bank for 40 years before he became a professional actor. Like his Uncle character, he served during the Second World War, though in the Army rather than in the Navy.

The best theory for the origin of the name ‘Uncle Sam’ is that the original Sam was Samuel Wilson, a meat packer from New York. He supplied barrels of beef to the US Army during the War of 1812. He stamped them ‘U.S.’ for United States, but the hungry and grateful soldiers began referring to the grub as ‘Uncle Sam’s’.


3 / TABLOID SOAP PLOTS

We are going to show you five sensationalist tabloid-style headlines that refer to memorable events in soap operas, along with the year that event was first broadcast in the UK.

We would like you to tell us the name of the soap opera in each question.

[image: OIL BARON THOUGHT DEAD FOUND ALIVE IN SHOWER. 1986.]
1.

[image: FARMER’S SON’S WIFE IN TRAGIC ATTEMPT TO RESCUE HORSE. 1955.]
2.

[image: MERSEYSIDE PATIO EXCAVATION REVEALS GRISLY SECRET. 1995.]
3.

[image: MELBOURNE LABRADOR DREAMS OF MARRIAGE TO DOG NEXT DOOR. 1991.]
4.

[image: YORKSHIRE VILLAGE PUB FLOODS DURING SIEGE. 2013.]
5.

Answers on page 258


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The Archers began its long run in 1951, the era of rationing, with the aim of imparting information in the form of a soap opera to farmers and smallholders to help increase crop yields.


4 / ACTORS IN THE ORIGINAL STAR WARS TRILOGY

We are looking for the name of anyone credited with an acting role in all three films of the original Star Wars trilogy (A New Hope, The Empire Strikes Back and Return of the Jedi).

For information: James Earl Jones, the voice of Darth Vader, is not on this list as he was not credited in the first two Star Wars films.

Answers on page 258


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The word ‘Ewok’ is never spoken in the original Star Wars trilogy. The resourceful species first appeared in Return of the Jedi, but we only know they’re called that when we see the end credits.





[image: SET 37]
1 / ‘TRIPLE-A’ PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS

On each board we are going to show you clues to people, places and things. All of the answers are words with exactly three ‘A’s and no other vowels in them. Please tell us the answer you think is most obscure.

BOARD 1


	Wife of Rodney Trotter in Only Fools and Horses, played on TV by Gwyneth Strong

	Surname of Sunil, Indian cricketer who was the first to score 10,000 runs in test matches

	A cosmetic for darkening and thickening the eyelashes

	In astronomy, the difference in direction of an object as seen by an observer from two positions

	A fleet of warships, particularly the force sent by Spain to invade England in 1588

	Surname of Michael (1791–1867), English scientist who published the laws of electrolysis

	Cocktail made of vermouth and whisky that shares its name with an island in New York City



BOARD 2


	Desert in northern Africa that is the largest in the world

	Surname of Nick, the narrator of F Scott Fitzgerald’s novel The Great Gatsby

	Island in San Francisco Bay used as a maximum-security prison until 1963

	First name of the Pakistani teenager who was jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014

	Palace and fortress of the Moorish rulers of Granada in Spain

	2009 James Cameron film set on the moon Pandora

	First name of the American First Lady from 1989 to 1993, wife of George H W Bush



Answers on page 259


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In 2016, America’s Smithsonian examined a letter sent by Al Capone after he had been transferred to Alcatraz prison. It shows that as a privilege for increasingly co-operative behaviour, Capone was allowed to join the prison band, The Rock Islanders. He played banjo.


2 / SONG TITLES THAT ARE ADJECTIVES

We are now going to show you the first and last letters of five one-word song titles that are adjectives.


	F_____N (Madonna, 1998)

	F_____T (Pet Shop Boys, 2004)

	P_____L (Olivia Newton-John, 1981)

	J_____D (Aerosmith, 2001)

	I_____C (Alanis Morissette, 1996)



Answers on page 259


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

‘Physical’ by Olivia Newton-John, who had previously specialised in pleasant country pop, was described by Smash Hits’ Mark Ellen as ‘one of the most successful career-revivers in living memory’. It very nearly didn’t happen.

The song had been turned down by Tina Turner, but it wasn’t written for her. The writers had in mind a performer who was ploughing a specific furrow at the time, with singles including ‘Tonight I’m Yours (Don’t Hurt Me)’, ‘Passion’, ‘Blondes (Have More Fun)’, ‘Hot Legs’ and ‘Da Ya Think I’m Sexy?’

Now we can only imagine how ‘Physical’ would have sounded as performed by Rod Stewart during his ‘passionate’ phase.


3 / GEOMETRICAL SHAPES

We are going to show you clues to people, places and things that have a two- or three-dimensional shape in their names.


	US rapper and actor whose real name is O’Shea Jackson, Sr

	British society, founded in 1905, dedicated to the promotion of the art of conjuring and illusion

	Intersection in New York City where New Year is celebrated by the lowering of a ball down a pole

	2003 debut novel by the Afghan-born author Khaled Hosseini, made into a 2007 film

	Test cricket ground that is the headquarters of Surrey CCC



Answers on page 259


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The Magic Circle has an unsurprisingly impressive collection of magic items, including such vintage curiosities as Harry Houdini’s handcuffs. One item of special interest is much more modern.

It is the set of cup and balls used in 1975 in the (successful) audition to join the Magic Circle by an applicant who has since gone on to still grander achievements. He is nowadays known as King Charles III.


4 / LIVERPOOL V ARSENAL PLAYERS, 26 MAY 1989

We are looking for any footballer who played in the match between Liverpool and Arsenal’s men’s teams on 26 May 1989, the final match of the 1988/89 season.

This was the game Arsenal famously won 2–0, winning the title in the very last minute.

We are counting substitutes who played during the match, but not unused substitutes.

Answers on page 259


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Anfield has not always been home to Liverpool Football Club. The previous inhabitants left in 1891 following a dispute over rent, leading to the creation of a new club to occupy the ground. Who were the previous inhabitants who prompted this creation? Everton Football Club.





[image: SET 38]
1 / BOOKS THAT WERE INITIALLY REJECTED BY PUBLISHERS

We’re going to show you the names of books that were all initially rejected by publishing houses before going on to find success.

We’re also going to give you the authors’ initials and the year that each book was eventually published.

We’d like you to tell us the names of the authors of the books.

BOARD 1


	Dubliners – JJ (1914)

	Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance – RMP (1974)

	Lord of the Flies – WG (1954)

	Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone – JKR (1997)

	The Spy Who Came in from the Cold – JLC (1963)

	Moby Dick – HM (1851)

	Gone with the Wind – MM (1936)



BOARD 2


	Animal Farm – GO (1945)

	Watership Down – RA (1972)

	Carrie – SK (1974)

	The Wind in the Willows – KG (1908)

	Anne of Green Gables – LMM (1908)

	The Fountainhead – AR (1943)

	Life of Pi – YM (2001)



Answers on page 260


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

When physicist Murray Gell-Mann was thinking about elementary particles in 1963, he needed a name, at least in his head, for one that’s smaller than a proton or a neutron. He was in the habit of assigning to strange objects names like ‘squeak’ and ‘squork’, and he presently read a line from James Joyce’s Finnegans Wake: ‘Three quarks for Muster Mark!’

Since these were hypothetical particles that came in threes, the name ‘quark’ seemed to fit very well, and it’s the one we use today.


2 / REPUBLICAN US PRESIDENTS

We will show you the names of five Republican presidents of the United States – in anagram form. We are absolutely not including middle names or initials – just first names and surnames.


	TORN DAD LUMP

	HAIRBALL CONMAN

	LOAN ARRANGED

	BANJO IRISH MANNER

	ARCH RIND IN OX



Answers on page 260


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACTS

There is was a short period of time in the summer of 1946 that gave America three of its presidents; in fact, three of the four spanning the presidential period 1993–2021. Bill Clinton, George W Bush and Donald Trump were all born between June and August of that year; the outlier is Barack Obama (1961).

Even more fittingly, the day Charles Darwin was born (12 February 1809) also gave us another figure who did so much to shape that century: Abraham Lincoln.


3 / FURNITURE

Here, as promised, are five clues to facts relating to furniture.


	Word that can mean a type of desk as well as an office, agency or government department

	‘Rockney’ duo who released ‘The Sideboard Song’ in 1979

	Film star who launched a feminist book club called Our Shared Shelf in 2016

	Male dance troupe whose name is derived from that of a cabinetmaker born in Otley, Yorkshire around 1718

	Low upholstered seat without a back or arms named after an empire founded in Asia Minor around 1300



Answers on page 260


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

When the much-loved George Hotel near Darlington temporarily closed in 2020, the Northern Echo recalled some of its many tales. It being a coach house, accurate timekeeping was vital and its sundial and tall clock were noted for their timekeeping.

During the Victorian era, the George was run by the Jenkins brothers; it was noted, says the Echo, that the clock lost its accuracy after the elder Jenkins died. And on the day the remaining Jenkins passed away, the clock stopped, never to go again.

This inspired songwriter Henry Clay Work to write a song from the perspective of the clock’s owner’s grandson. And so it was that the name ‘grandfather clock’ came to be used for the item of furniture you might previously have mundanely referred to as ‘a long clock’.


4 / WHAM! HITS

Please give us the title of any single by Wham! that reached the UK Top 40 during the 1980s.

There are two Pointless answers, though one of them is something of a curiosity from 1983.

Answers on page 260


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Lindsay Anderson, the iconoclastic film-maker behind the shocking school-set If …., started out as a provocative critic and a maker of documentaries that informed British cinema’s 1960s social realism movement.

He went on to make two sequels to If …., both with Malcolm McDowell as Mick Travis – and he returned, in a sense, to documentary when he directed the 1986 pop movie Wham! in China: Foreign Skies.





[image: SET 39]
1 / LATIN EXPRESSIONS USED IN ENGLISH

We are going to show you direct translations of Latin phrases used in English (some very commonly). We’d like you to tell us the Latin phrases please.

BOARD 1


	Great work

	Seize the day

	Angelic voice

	Way of operating

	Something for something

	Firm land



BOARD 2


	In-turned position

	To sickness

	Stiffness of death

	Other self

	Course of life

	And the rest



Answers on page 261


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The Latin language occasionally features in the UK singles chart; our favourite examples at Pointless HQ are Steeleye Span’s a cappella carol ‘Gaudete’, U2’s ‘Gloria’, ‘Oh What a Circus’ from Evita, Enigma’s ‘Sadeness (Part I)’ and of course ‘Pie Jesu’ by Sarah Brightman and Paul Miles-Kingston.

The playlist would be longer and include Mike Oldfield’s ‘In Dulci Jubilo’ but sadly he omitted to include any vocals.


2 / AUSTRIA

We are about to show you five clues to facts about Austria. We’d simply like you to find the answers and tell us the most obscure answer, please.


	Austrian racing driver who won three Formula One world titles in the 1970s and ‘80s

	City where Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was born in 1756

	Former unit of currency that ceased to be legal tender in Austria in 2002

	Chocolate cake with apricot jam first made in the 19th century – once the subject of a court case

	Name of the mountain that is the highest peak in Austria



Answers on page 261


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

It was known as the ‘cake war’. In Vienna, two establishments, not content with selling a great deal of sachertorte to locals and visitors alike, each decided that the other should be legally prevented from calling its sachertorte the ‘original’.

The son of the chef credited with inventing the cake had connections with both of the eateries – Hotel Sacher and the Demel Café – which complicated the dispute.

It was so complicated, in fact, that it took from 1954 until 1963 for the legal system to declare a ‘winner’ (it was Hotel Sacher).


3 / ARTISTS WHO HELD THE TOP TWO UK CHART POSITIONS SIMULTANEOUSLY

We are going to show you five pairs of songs that held the Number 1 and Number 2 positions in the UK singles chart at the same time. Please tell us the group or artist.


	‘Shape of You’ / ‘Castle on the Hill’ (January 2017)

	‘Into the Groove’ / ‘Holiday’ (August 1985)

	‘Two Tribes’ / ‘Relax’ (July 1984)

	‘I Want to Hold Your Hand’ / ‘She Loves You’ (December 1963)

	‘Break Up With Your Girlfriend, I’m Bored’ / ‘7 Rings’ (February 2019)



Answers on page 261


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The first and last answers have something in common. When Ed Sheeran plays Monopoly, his choices include his Cat-Opoly edition and an Ed Sheeran-themed version created for him by a fan named Jen. Meanwhile, Ariana Grande is enthusiastic enough about Monopoly that she has recorded a song titled ‘Monopoly’ with Victoria Monét, inspired by her futile attempts to persuade Monét to play the board game with her.


4 / CAPITAL CITIES CONTAINING SIX LETTERS OR FEWER

We are looking for the name of any capital city whose usual name in English is a one-word name consisting of six letters or fewer.

This does not include two-word capitals or parts thereof (places like La Paz, New Delhi, etc), nor any capital that has exactly the same name as its country.

Answers on page 261


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACTS

If you’re a Varsovian (someone who lives in Warsaw) and you were not merely born in Warsaw but also on Warsaw’s public transport, you are awarded free public transport for life. Aren’t Varsovians civilised?

On another topic, the fact that ‘Dakar’ and ‘Dhaka’ sound so similar is a source of great frustration in the world of quizzing because if a contestant guesses one of them and the host says ‘Correct, and is that Dakar in Senegal or Dhaka in Bangladesh?’, that’s a freebie for another contestant.

In practice, you might tell everyone off-camera that you’ll be accepting neither as there are plenty of other capitals available.





[image: SET 40]
1 / WEATHER PHENOMENA

We are about to show you definitions of different types of weather phenomena. (We have provided initials for the weather phenomena in brackets.)

BOARD 1


	Precipitation that is reddish in colour especially because of suspended dust (BR)

	Arch of colours visible in the sky, caused by the refraction and dispersion of the sun’s light by rain (R)

	A natural electrical discharge of very short duration and high voltage (L)

	A system of winds rotating inwards to an area of low barometric pressure (C)

	A prolonged period of abnormally hot weather (H)

	A mobile, destructive vortex of violently rotating winds that looks like a funnel-shaped cloud (T)

	A visible mass of condensed watery vapour floating in the atmosphere (C)



BOARD 2


	A loud rumbling or crashing noise heard due to the expansion of rapidly heated air (T)

	The perceptible natural movement of the air (W)

	Bright spots appearing on either side of the sun, formed by refraction of sunlight through ice crystals in the atmosphere (P)

	Cloud of water droplets suspended in the atmosphere near the earth’s surface that restricts visibility (F)

	Another name for the aurora borealis (NL)

	Tiny drops of water that form on cool surfaces at night, when atmospheric vapour condenses (D)

	A magnified shadow of an observer when the sun is low, typically surrounded by rainbow-like bands (BS)



Answers on page 263


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

When high pressure is moving from the west, two effects are: (1) small particles are trapped in the atmosphere, scattering blue light and changing the sky’s colour; and (2) the following day’s weather is likely to be dry and pleasant.

Or, as Jesus puts it in the Book of Matthew: ‘When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red. And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowring.’


2 / CAKES AND PUDDINGS

Here are the names of five different types of cakes and puddings in anagram form. We would like you to tell us the one you think is the most obscure.


	A SPORTING VOICE

	TICKS POUND EDGE FIFTY

	MILDER NOZZLE

	PITTED DOCKS

	FOUR ATTACK BEAGLES



Answers on page 263


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

Katharine Hepburn had very strong opinions on chocolate brownies. Any chef who was asked to prepare them for Ms Hepburn learned quickly that it was advisable to discard their usual recipe, ignore their culinary training and make a version of the brownies with significantly more butter, a lot more sugar and – crucially – hardly any flour at all. Try it!


3 / RUSSIAN WORDS IN ENGLISH

We are going to show you five images representing Russian words that are used in English. To help you, we have given a number of blanks below the image representing the number of letters in that word.

We would like you to identify the word from the picture.

[image: Blank blank blank blank blank blank blank]
1.

[image: Blank blank blank blank blank blank blank]
2.

[image: Blank blank blank blank]
3.

[image: Blank blank blank blank blank blank]
4.

[image: Blank blank blank blank blank blank]
5.

Answers on page 263


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

The Oxford English Dictionary tells us that the first person to use the word ‘mammoth’ to refer to something that is big but not an actual mammoth was Thomas Jefferson, who was obsessed with mastodons and mentioned them at any opportunity.

This time, the comparison was apt. He was describing a present he had been sent: a 1,200 lb block of cheese.


4 / THE CAST OF THE PADDINGTON FILMS

We’re looking for anyone credited with an acting role in the 2014 film Paddington or in Paddington 2, released in 2017. This is according to IMDb and includes voice roles.

Answers on page 263


PERFECTLY POINTLESS FACT

In 1971, Shirley Clarkson decided that her children’s Christmas presents should be soft toys: Paddington Bears, to be precise. So she hand-stitched a pair in her kitchen and dressed them in Wellington boots so that they would stay standing up.

They proved popular, not just with her children, and in 1972 she was given a licence to sell them in the UK, sharing royalties with Paddington’s creator Michael Bond.

Her children were called Joanna and Jeremy, the younger of whom, in the words of the official Paddington website, ‘was to go on to become a world famous motoring journalist’.





[image: ANSWERS]
SET 1



1 / PEOPLE BORN ON CHRISTMAS DAY




	BOARD 1



	Quentin Crisp
	18



	Conrad Hilton
	15



	Shane MacGowan
	9



	Eve Pollard
	15



	Humphrey Bogart
	47



	Helena Christensen
	1



	BOARD 2



	Anwar Sadat
	10



	Alastair Cook
	15



	Kenny Everett
	28



	Dido
	9



	Sissy Spacek
	14



	Annie Lennox
	15





2 / THINGS FOUND IN A HOTEL




	CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
	84



	CONCIERGE
	24



	DO NOT DISTURB SIGN
	71



	KEYCARD
	23



	MINIBAR
	63



	SWIMMING POOL
	55



	TOWEL
	99



	TELEVISION
	85





3 / FROGS AND TOADS




	The Wind in the Willows
	55



	Goliath frog
	24



	The Princess and the Frog
	22



	George Orwell
	1



	Tadpole
	77





4 / COUNTRIES WHOSE NAMES DO NOT CONTAIN THE LETTER ‘A’




	Belgium
	41



	Belize
	9



	Benin
	4



	Brunei
	2



	Burundi
	3



	Chile
	32



	Comoros
	2



	Congo
	9



	Côte d’Ivoire
	1



	Cyprus
	19



	Czech Republic
	11



	Djibouti
	2



	DRC
	0



	Egypt
	42



	Fiji
	12



	Greece
	35



	Lesotho
	2



	Liechtenstein
	0



	Luxembourg
	16



	Mexico
	38



	Montenegro
	2



	Morocco
	21



	Niger
	8



	Peru
	35



	Philippines
	6



	Seychelles
	3



	Sweden
	46



	Timor-Leste
	0



	Togo
	6



	Turkey
	21



	Yemen
	6





SET 2



1 / THINGS WITH DIRECTIONS IN THEIR NAMES




	BOARD 1



	West Ham United
	50



	Solomon Northup
	1



	EastEnders
	79



	North
	27



	Northern Line
	37



	South Dakota
	7



	The West Wing
	37



	BOARD 2



	Northern Lights
	59



	Journey South
	4



	Southbank Centre
	29



	North By Northwest
	29



	Clint Eastwood
	56



	Southpaw
	12



	East 17
	38





2 / UK CITIES WITH REPEATED LETTERS REMOVED




	EXETER
	85



	CHICHESTER
	60



	ARMAGH
	66



	INVERNESS
	87



	SWANSEA
	77





3 / TABLOID HISTORY




	1415
	21



	1066
	62



	1170
	5



	1666
	47



	1912
	91





4 / CHEMICAL ELEMENTS BEGINNING WITH ‘A’, ‘T’, ‘O’, ‘M’, ‘I’ or ‘C’




	Actinium
	0



	Aluminium
	22



	Americium
	2



	Antimony
	4



	Argon
	19



	Arsenic
	23



	Astatine
	1



	Cadmium
	5



	Caesium
	5



	Calcium
	21



	Californium
	2



	Carbon
	43



	Cerium
	1



	Chlorine
	9



	Chromium
	4



	Cobalt
	5



	Copernicium
	0



	Copper
	14



	Curium
	1



	Indium
	1



	Iodine
	16



	Iridium
	8



	Iron
	38



	Magnesium
	28



	Manganese
	10



	Meitnerium
	0



	Mendelevium
	2



	Mercury
	17



	Molybdenum
	7



	Osmium
	3



	Oxygen
	45



	Tantalum
	0



	Technetium
	0



	Tellurium
	2



	Terbium
	0



	Thallium
	2



	Thorium
	2



	Thulium
	0



	Tin
	20



	Titanium
	25



	Tungsten
	8





SET 3



1 / FILMS WITH FOOD AND DRINK IN THEIR TITLE




	BOARD 1



	Jam
	28



	Bean
	57



	Coffee
	7



	Whisky
	50



	Pumpkin
	8



	Chocolate
	97



	Eggroll
	8



	BOARD 2



	Tortilla
	4



	Cider
	46



	Tomatoes
	61



	Duck
	26



	Wine
	50



	Fish
	8



	Cookie
	55





2 / ‘BLANK’ THINGS




	Blank cheque
	49



	‘Blank Space’
	19



	Blankety Blank
	88



	Point Blank
	21



	The Blank Generation
	7





3 / BRISTOL




	Casualty
	50



	SS Great Britain
	9



	August
	12



	Isambard Kingdom Brunel
	41



	Banksy
	24





4 / PLACES ON A MONOPOLY BOARD THAT COME AFTER ‘MAYFAIR’ ALPHABETICALLY




	Northumberland Avenue
	5



	Old Kent Road
	48



	Oxford Street
	19



	Pall Mall
	26



	Park Lane
	29



	Pentonville Road
	13



	Piccadilly
	25



	Regent Street
	20



	Strand
	16



	Super Tax
	0



	The Angel Islington
	5



	Trafalgar Square
	26



	Vine Street
	10



	Water Works
	16



	Whitechapel Road
	16



	Whitehall
	4





SET 4



1 / THINGS THAT SHARE THEIR NAMES WITH CHART-TOPPING ARTISTS




	BOARD 1



	Aqua
	51



	Usher
	90



	The Searchers
	9



	Slade
	28



	Berlin
	86



	McFly
	49



	Ruby Murray
	59



	BOARD 2



	Amen Corner
	12



	Status Quo
	35



	Chicago
	42



	Oasis
	88



	T’Pau
	9



	Mud
	69



	Engelbert Humperdinck
	11





2 / THE NATION’S FAVOURITE PAINTINGS




	THE NIGHT WATCH
	18



	THE HAY WAIN
	47



	A BIGGER SPLASH
	4



	WATER LILIES
	67



	SUNFLOWERS
	55





3 / ANIMAL POEMS




	John Keats
	28



	T S Eliot
	51



	Edgar Allan Poe
	39



	Ted Hughes
	5



	Thomas Hardy
	18





4 / US STATES THAT CONTAIN THE LETTERS ‘R’, ‘A’ and ‘N’




	Arizona
	29



	Arkansas
	27



	California
	53



	Maryland
	14



	Nebraska
	17



	New Hampshire
	7



	North Carolina
	18



	North Dakota
	10



	Rhode Island
	7



	South Carolina
	16



	Virginia
	14



	West Virginia
	6





SET 5



1 / ON-SCREEN KISSES




	BOARD 1



	Dirty Dancing
	65



	Carol
	6



	Breakfast at Tiffany’s
	25



	Titanic
	85



	Slumdog Millionaire
	15



	Some Like It Hot
	40



	Bridget Jones’s Diary
	45



	BOARD 2



	Brokeback Mountain
	42



	West Side Story
	4



	Pretty Woman
	73



	From Here to Eternity
	15



	Gone with the Wind
	50



	Four Weddings and a Funeral
	36



	Shakespeare in Love
	17





2 / CHAIRS




	Thomas Chippendale
	20



	Hans J Wegner
	1



	Mastermind
	89



	Tears for Fears
	23



	Sedan chair
	47





3 / HISTORY’S HOTTIES




	Marie Antoinette
	45



	Cleopatra
	83



	Mata Hari
	34



	Rudolph Valentino
	20



	Lord Byron
	26





4 / BEATLES SINGLES CONTAINING THE LETTERS ‘L’, ‘P’ OR ‘S’




	‘Yellow Submarine’
	50



	‘Help!’
	41



	‘Love Me Do’
	41



	‘Please Please Me’
	36



	‘Eleanor Rigby’
	23



	‘Let It Be’
	20



	‘She Loves You’
	20



	‘Penny Lane’
	19



	‘Strawberry Fields Forever’
	17



	‘Yesterday’
	16



	‘All You Need Is Love’
	11



	‘A Hard Day’s Night’
	10



	‘Lady Madonna’
	8



	‘Paperback Writer’
	7



	‘I Want to Hold Your Hand’
	6



	‘Can’t Buy Me Love’
	3



	‘Something’
	3



	‘Back in the USSR’
	2



	‘Day Tripper’
	2



	‘I Feel Fine’
	2



	‘Free as a Bird’
	1



	‘Hello Goodbye’
	1



	‘Magical Mystery Tour EP’
	1



	‘The Ballad of John and Yoko’
	1



	‘Ain’t She Sweet’
	0



	‘Baby It’s You’
	0



	‘Real Love’
	0



	‘The Beatles Movie Medley’
	0





SET 6



1 / SHARED NAMES




	BOARD 1



	Harry
	66



	Brett
	17



	Stuart
	46



	Phillips
	48



	Grayson
	35



	Henry
	81



	BOARD 2



	Kelly
	34



	Lee
	44



	Norman
	30



	Charlton
	68



	Miranda
	56



	Joyce
	29





2 / PRE-DECIMAL CURRENCY




	SIXPENCE
	62



	FARTHING
	51



	GUINEA
	56



	FLORIN
	57



	SOVEREIGN
	42





3 / VARIOUS MARSUPIALS




	POSSUM
	44



	WOMBAT
	77



	BANDICOOT
	16



	CUSCUS
	0



	KOALA
	93





4 / AGATHA CHRISTIE ‘MARPLE’ AND ‘POIROT’ NOVELS




	4.50 from Paddington
	1



	A Caribbean Mystery
	0



	A Murder Is Announced
	2



	A Pocket Full of Rye
	1



	After the Funeral
	2



	Appointment with Death
	0



	At Bertram’s Hotel
	0



	Black Coffee
	1



	Cards on the Table
	0



	Cat Among the Pigeons
	1



	Curtain: Poirot’s Last Case
	2



	Dead Man’s Folly
	0



	Death in the Clouds
	1



	Death on the Nile
	21



	Dumb Witness
	0



	Elephants Can Remember
	0



	Evil Under the Sun
	0



	Five Little Pigs
	1



	Hallowe’en Mystery
	0



	Hercule Poirot’s Christmas
	0



	Hickory Dickory Dock
	0



	Lord Edgware Dies
	0



	Mrs McGinty’s Dead
	0



	Murder in Mesopotamia
	0



	Murder on the Links
	0



	Murder on the Orient Express
	40



	Nemesis
	2



	One, Two, Buckle my Shoe
	0



	Peril at End House
	1



	Sad Cypress
	1



	Sleeping Murder
	0



	Taken at the Flood
	0



	The ABC Murders
	3



	The Big Four
	0



	The Body in the Library
	4



	The Clocks
	0



	The Hollow
	1



	The Mirror Cracked from Side to Side
	6



	The Moving Finger
	3



	The Murder at the Vicarage
	7



	The Murder of Roger Ackroyd
	1



	The Mysterious Affair at Styles
	0



	The Mystery of the Blue Train
	1



	They Do It with Mirrors
	0



	Third Girl
	0



	Three Act Tragedy
	0





SET 7



1 / FAMOUS SARAHS




	BOARD 1



	Sarah Palin
	40



	Sarah Brightman
	28



	Sarah Outen
	1



	Sarah Lucas
	81



	Sarah Taylor
	3



	Sarah Jessica Parker
	30



	Sarah Storey
	12



	BOARD 2



	Sarah Vaughan
	3



	Sarah Michelle Gellar
	47



	Sarah Millican
	30



	Sarah Beeny
	21



	Sarah Bernhardt
	20



	Sarah Waters
	5



	Sarah Greene
	21





2 / WORKS OF ART WITH MISSING ADJECTIVES




	Fighting
	29



	White
	3



	Bigger
	16



	Laughing
	67



	Starry
	42





3 / THE NUMBER 11




	Canada
	88



	Ace
	69



	George Clooney
	45



	Chancellor of the Exchequer
	43



	Elf
	34





4 / MADONNA UK TOP 10 SINGLES




	‘4 Minutes’
	2



	‘American Life’
	0



	‘American Pie’
	7



	‘Angel’
	1



	‘Another Suitcase in Another Hall’
	0



	‘Bad Girl’
	0



	‘Beautiful Stranger’
	4



	‘Bedtime Story’
	0



	‘Borderline’
	5



	‘Causing a Commotion’
	0



	‘Celebration’
	2



	‘Cherish’
	2



	‘Crazy for You’
	8



	‘Dear Jessie’
	0



	‘Deeper and Deeper’
	0



	‘Die Another Day’
	1



	‘Don’t Cry for Me Argentina’
	6



	‘Don’t Tell Me’
	2



	‘Dress You Up’
	1



	‘Drowned World (Substitute For Love)’
	0



	‘Erotica’
	0



	‘Express Yourself’
	4



	‘Fever’
	0



	‘Frozen’
	5



	‘Gambler’
	0



	‘Get Together’
	0



	‘Give It 2 Me’
	0



	‘Hanky Panky’
	0



	‘Holiday’
	27



	‘Hollywood’
	0



	‘Human Nature’
	0



	‘Hung Up’
	3



	‘I’ll Remember’
	0



	‘Into the Groove’
	8



	‘Jump’
	0



	‘Justify My Love’
	2



	‘La Isla Bonita’
	9



	‘Like a Prayer’
	17



	‘Like a Virgin’
	59



	‘Little Star’
	0



	‘Live to Tell’
	2



	‘Material Girl’
	28



	‘Me Against the Music’
	1



	‘Music’
	8



	‘Nothing Really Matters’
	0



	‘Open Your Heart’
	2



	‘Papa Don’t Preach’
	25



	‘Rain’
	1



	‘Ray of Light’
	5



	‘Rescue Me’
	0



	‘Secret’
	1



	‘Sorry’
	1



	‘The Look of Love’
	0



	‘The Power of Goodbye’
	1



	‘This Used to Be My Playground’
	1



	‘True Blue’
	11



	‘Vogue’
	24



	‘What It Feels Like for a Girl’
	0



	‘Who’s That Girl’
	1



	‘You Must Love Me’
	0



	‘You’ll See’
	0





SET 8



1 / ANIMALS




	BOARD 1



	Camel
	52



	Cow
	19



	Owl
	76



	Penguin
	8



	Snake
	53



	Horse
	31



	Sheep
	15



	BOARD 2



	Frog
	2



	Bear
	31



	Woodpecker
	10



	Monkey
	47



	Duck
	64



	Shark
	13



	Whale
	49





2 / COVENTRY




	Lady Godiva
	75



	Lee Child
	20



	Stalingrad
	4



	Pete Waterman
	44



	Philip Larkin
	9





3 / TABLES




	21
	39



	South Africa
	60



	Six
	89



	David Niven
	7



	Whiff-whaff
	19





4 / CAPITAL CITIES ENDING WITH ‘E’, ‘N’ OR ‘D’




	Abidjan
	0



	Amman
	1



	Asunción
	1



	Baghdad
	1



	Bandar Seri Begawan
	0



	Basseterre
	0



	Belgrade
	3



	Belmopan
	0



	Berlin
	36



	Bern
	3



	Bloemfontein
	0



	Brazzaville
	0



	Bridgetown
	2



	Cape Town
	0



	Copenhagen
	15



	Dublin
	24



	Dushanbe
	0



	Freetown
	0



	Gaborone
	0



	Georgetown
	0



	Harare
	0



	Islamabad
	1



	Kingston
	1



	Kingstown
	1



	Libreville
	0



	Lilongwe
	0



	Lisbon
	27



	Lomé
	0



	London
	86



	Madrid
	38



	Malé
	1



	Mbabane
	0



	Ngerulmud
	0



	Port of Spain
	0



	Port-au-Prince
	1



	Prague
	5



	Rome
	41



	San José
	0



	São Tomé
	0



	Singapore
	1



	Skopje
	0



	Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte
	0



	Sucre
	0



	Tallinn
	5



	Tehran
	1



	Vientiane
	0



	Washington DC
	32



	Wellington
	6



	Yaoundé
	0



	Yaren
	0



	Yerevan
	0





SET 9



1 / PEOPLE WITH THE INITIALS ‘MM’




	BOARD 1



	Malcolm McLaren
	31



	Marilyn Monroe
	62



	Michael McIntyre
	37



	Mary Magdalene
	63



	Marco Materazzi
	5



	Mo Mowlam
	14



	Marshall Mathers
	33



	BOARD 2



	Marcel Marceau
	25



	Martine McCutcheon
	28



	Michelle Mone
	16



	Mike Myers
	40



	Maud McCarthy
	0



	Michael Morpurgo
	24



	Meghan Markle
	73





2 / IAN FLEMING NOVELS




	Thunderball
	24



	Dr No
	59



	The Man with the Golden Gun
	31



	You Only Live Twice
	18



	From Russia with Love
	23





3 / MOUNT EVEREST




	1950s
	39



	Himalayas
	59



	Peak XV
	0



	Sherpa
	37



	George Mallory
	2





4 / INSTRUMENTS IN MAHLER’S EIGHTH SYMPHONY




	Bass clarinet
	2



	Bass drum
	40



	Bassoon
	14



	Bells
	1



	Celesta
	1



	Cello
	49



	Clarinet
	32



	Contrabassoon
	0



	Cor anglais
	2



	Cymbals
	16



	Double bass
	39



	Flute
	47



	French horn
	16



	Glockenspiel
	3



	Harmonium
	0



	Harp
	18



	Mandolin
	1



	Oboe
	22



	Organ
	5



	Piano
	49



	Piccolo
	16



	Tam-tam
	2



	Timpani
	14



	Triangle
	9



	Trombone
	31



	Trumpet
	46



	Tuba
	24



	Viola
	39



	Violin
	82





SET 10



1 / FILM DUOS AND THEIR FILMS




	BOARD 1



	Bonnie and Clyde
	19



	Julie and Julia
	10



	Romeo + Juliet
	45



	Starsky and Hutch
	13



	Sid and Nancy
	3



	Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid
	20



	BOARD 2



	Thelma and Louise
	34



	Batman and Robin
	20



	Tango and Cash
	7



	Kramer vs Kramer
	14



	Frankie and Johnny
	1



	Romy and Michele’s High School Reunion
	10





2 / FICTIONAL HORSES




	BoJack Horseman
	5



	Mister Ed
	43



	Pegasus
	72



	Joey
	8



	Black Beauty
	68





3 / TABLOID NURSERY RHYMES




	‘Little Jack Horner’
	42



	‘Doctor Foster’
	29



	‘Hey Diddle Diddle’
	41



	‘Three Blind Mice’
	62



	‘Solomon Grundy’
	12





4 / EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WITH A COASTLINE




	Albania
	8



	Belgium
	31



	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	3



	Bulgaria
	19



	Croatia
	24



	Cyprus
	10



	Denmark
	39



	Estonia
	9



	Finland
	30



	France
	99



	Georgia
	0



	Germany
	42



	Greece
	70



	Iceland
	18



	Italy
	94



	Latvia
	7



	Lithuania
	4



	Malta
	14



	Monaco
	8



	Montenegro
	2



	Netherlands
	48



	Norway
	48



	Poland
	24



	Portugal
	72



	Republic of Ireland
	43



	Romania
	8



	Russian Federation
	11



	Slovenia
	3



	Spain
	98



	Sweden
	57



	Turkey
	25



	Ukraine
	5





SET 11



1 / THINGS IN OUTER SPACE




	BOARD 1



	Solar system
	59



	Supernova
	31



	Saturn
	82



	Pulsar
	30



	Galaxy
	71



	Red giant
	29



	Dark matter
	40



	BOARD 2



	Asteroids
	59



	Moon
	65



	Constellation
	42



	Comet
	72



	Quasar
	30



	Dwarf planet
	29



	Nebula
	31





2 / WAYS A BATSMAN CAN BE DISMISSED IN CRICKET




	HIT WICKET
	29



	HIT THE BALL TWICE
	2



	BOWLED
	64



	CAUGHT
	53



	LEG BEFORE WICKET
	48





3 / BRAZIL




	Astrud Gilberto
	1



	Portuguese
	41



	Ayrton Senna
	37



	Rio de Janeiro
	39



	Five
	16





4 / FILMS DIRECTED BY ALFRED HITCHCOCK WITH ‘THE’ IN THE TITLE




	The 39 Steps
	4



	The Birds
	81



	The Farmer’s Wife
	0



	The Girl Was Young
	0



	The Lady Vanishes
	1



	The Lodger
	0



	The Man Who Knew Too Much
	1



	The Manxman
	0



	The Mountain Eagle
	0



	The Paradine Case
	0



	The Pleasure Garden
	0



	The Ring
	0



	The Shame of Mary Boyle
	0



	The Skin Game
	0



	The Trouble with Harry
	1



	The Wrong Man
	1





SET 12



1 / BOOKS WITH NUMBERS IN THEIR TITLE




	BOARD 1



	The 39 Steps
	89



	One Day
	15



	Fahrenheit 451
	31



	Around the World in 80 Days
	67



	2001: A Space Odyssey
	57



	Slaughterhouse-Five
	8



	BOARD 2



	The Three Musketeers
	46



	Catch-22
	66



	A Tale of Two Cities
	61



	Fifty Shades of Grey
	38



	Five on a Treasure Island
	12



	19 Minutes
	1





2 / FILM STUDIO LOGOS




	Paramount
	47



	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	55



	Warner Bros
	92



	Columbia
	22



	DreamWorks
	41





3 / HEAVY METAL AND HARD ROCK




	Ozzy Osbourne
	46



	Back in Black
	6



	Finland
	23



	Rick Allen
	7



	Led Zeppelin
	33





4 / CHEMICAL ELEMENTS BEGINNING WITH ‘N’, ‘O’, ‘B’, ‘E’ or ‘L’




	Barium
	21



	Berkelium
	0



	Beryllium
	23



	Bismuth
	2



	Bohrium
	3



	Boron
	30



	Bromine
	9



	Einsteinium
	7



	Erbium
	0



	Europium
	1



	Lanthanum
	2



	Lawrencium
	2



	Lead
	20



	Lithium
	46



	Livermorium
	1



	Lutetium
	1



	Neodymium
	2



	Neon
	26



	Neptunium
	0



	Nickel
	15



	Nihonium
	1



	Niobium
	2



	Nitrogen
	63



	Nobelium
	4



	Oganesson
	2



	Osmium
	7



	Oxygen
	76





SET 13



1 / FAMOUS ARTISTS AND THEIR FIRST NAMES




	BOARD 1



	Tracey
	48



	Joseph
	2



	Pablo
	53



	Andy
	67



	Joan
	6



	Marcel
	5



	Damien
	55



	BOARD 2



	Robert
	2



	Salvador
	53



	Rachel
	5



	Vincent
	71



	Francis
	32



	David
	50



	Barbara
	15





2 / AUTHORS IN THE FILM INDUSTRY




	Nick Hornby
	21



	Christopher Isherwood
	5



	Raymond Chandler
	7



	John Steinbeck
	40



	Roald Dahl
	56





3 / COPENHAGEN




	Denmark
	53



	Tivoli Gardens
	11



	The Little Mermaid
	30



	Amalienborg Palace
	0



	Peter Schmeichel
	19





4 / PRIME MINISTERS WHOSE SURNAMES ARE SIX LETTERS OR LONGER




	Alec Douglas-Home
	2



	Archibald Primrose
	0



	Arthur Balfour
	1



	Arthur Wellesley
	1



	Augustus Fitzroy
	0



	Benjamin Disraeli
	11



	Charles Watson-Wentworth
	0



	Clement Attlee
	9



	David Cameron
	56



	David Lloyd George
	5



	Edward Stanley
	0



	Frederick Robinson
	0



	George Canning
	0



	George Grenville
	0



	George Hamilton-Gordon
	0



	Harold Macmillan
	18



	Harold Wilson
	33



	Henry Addington
	0



	Henry Campbell-Bannerman
	1



	Henry Pelham
	1



	Henry Temple
	1



	Herbert Asquith
	3



	James Callaghan
	32



	James Ramsay MacDonald
	2



	John Russell
	0



	John Stuart
	0



	Margaret Thatcher
	81



	Neville Chamberlain
	13



	Robert Gascoyne-Cecil
	2



	Robert Jenkinson
	1



	Robert Walpole
	5



	Spencer Compton
	0



	Spencer Perceval
	1



	Stanley Baldwin
	5



	Thomas Pelham-Holles
	0



	William Cavendish
	0



	William Cavendish-Bentinck
	0



	William Gladstone
	10



	William Wyndham Grenville
	0



	Winston Churchill
	68





SET 14



1 / FAMOUS GEORGES




	BOARD 1



	George Clooney
	42



	George Gershwin
	32



	George Carey
	10



	George Fox
	5



	George Formby
	61



	George Lucas
	23



	George Bernard Shaw
	38



	BOARD 2



	George Foreman
	39



	George Clinton
	7



	George W Bush
	72



	George Martin
	19



	George Stubbs
	12



	George Eliot
	28



	George Lazenby
	56





2 / ACTORS WHO HAVE PLAYED THE DOCTOR IN TV’S DOCTOR WHO




	JON PERTWEE
	60



	CHRISTOPHER ECCLESTON
	21



	TOM BAKER
	67



	JODIE WHITTAKER
	15



	PETER CAPALDI
	19





3 / TABLOID PANTOMIME PLOTS




	Aladdin
	73



	The Snow Queen
	14



	Beauty and the Beast
	42



	Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
	87



	Dick Whittington
	43





4 / UK CITIES CONTAINING THE LETTERS ‘S’, ‘E’ and ‘T’




	Belfast
	14



	Chester
	47



	Chichester
	8



	Gloucester
	13



	Lancaster
	9



	Leicester
	29



	Manchester
	73



	Newcastle-upon-Tyne
	37



	Preston
	14



	Stoke-on-Trent
	8



	Westminster
	3



	Winchester
	14



	Worcester
	18





SET 15



1 / MATTHEWS, MARKS, LUKES & JOHNS




	BOARD 1



	John Prescott
	48



	Mark Zuckerberg
	20



	Luke Perry
	7



	Matt Groening
	21



	John Isner
	2



	Matthew Perry
	18



	John Travolta
	6



	BOARD 2



	John Terry
	32



	Luke Evans
	2



	John Major
	51



	Matthew Bellamy
	7



	Mark Wahlberg
	20



	John Lennon
	75



	Mark Gatiss
	6





2 / PEOPLE WHO HAVE MARRIED EACH OTHER TWICE




	Kim Scott
	6



	Robert Wagner
	40



	Richard Burton
	71



	Don Johnson
	38



	Jennifer Bogart
	2





3 / GEOGRAPHICAL ‘Q’S




	Queensland
	63



	Quito
	30



	Quirinal
	5



	Quantock Hills
	32



	Quebec
	61





4 / JAMES BOND FILMS WITH AN ODD NUMBER OF WORDS IN THE TITLE




	A View to a Kill
	15



	Diamonds Are Forever
	24



	Die Another Day
	10



	GoldenEye
	17



	Goldfinger
	58



	Licence to Kill
	5



	Moonraker
	29



	Octopussy
	22



	On Her Majesty’s Secret Service
	12



	Quantum of Solace
	15



	Skyfall
	41



	Spectre
	25



	The Living Daylights
	7



	The Spy Who Loved Me
	18



	The World Is Not Enough
	11



	Thunderball
	30



	Tomorrow Never Dies
	8





SET 16



1 / GERMAN WORDS FOR TYPES OF BUILDINGS




	BOARD 1



	School
	56



	Lighthouse
	6



	Swimming pool
	65



	Petrol station
	11



	Church
	47



	Hospital
	26



	Fire station
	19



	BOARD 2



	Town hall
	22



	Power station
	7



	Windmill
	66



	Castle
	27



	Police station
	47



	Cathedral
	9



	Railway station
	32





2 / LITERARY CRIME-SOLVERS




	AGATHA CHRISTIE
	82



	ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE
	50



	ALEXANDER MCCALL SMITH
	6



	STIEG LARSSON
	18



	CHARLES DICKENS
	21





3 / NILE RODGERS




	Spacer
	1



	New York
	13



	David Bowie
	40



	1970s
	30



	Madonna
	79





4 / AFRICAN COUNTRIES THAT END WITH ‘A’, ‘E’, ‘I’, ‘O’ or ‘U’




	Algeria
	28



	Angola
	16



	Botswana
	23



	Burkina Faso
	4



	Burundi
	4



	Cabo Verde
	0



	Congo
	18



	Côte d’Ivoire
	3



	Democratic Republic of the Congo
	6



	Djibouti
	1



	Equatorial Guinea
	0



	Eritrea
	13



	Ethiopia
	25



	Gambia
	17



	Ghana
	33



	Guinea
	3



	Guinea-Bissau
	0



	Kenya
	39



	Lesotho
	10



	Liberia
	7



	Libya
	27



	Malawi
	9



	Mali
	14



	Mauritania
	3



	Mozambique
	12



	Namibia
	22



	Nigeria
	43



	Rwanda
	7



	São Tomé and Príncipe
	0



	Sierra Leone
	7



	Somalia
	16



	South Africa
	47



	Tanzania
	18



	Togo
	3



	Tunisia
	23



	Uganda
	34



	Zambia
	24



	Zimbabwe
	31





SET 17



1 / SONGS FEATURING ‘BABY’ OR ‘BABE’ IN THE TITLE




	BOARD 1



	Bay City Rollers
	46



	Justin Bieber
	9



	Donna Summer
	16



	Muse
	12



	Sonny & Cher
	62



	Bruce Channel
	3



	Vanilla Ice
	41



	BOARD 2



	The Equals
	7



	The Supremes
	46



	Mariah Carey
	12



	Paul Da Vinci
	1



	Britney Spears
	50



	Take That
	11



	The Ronettes
	5





2 / ‘NOUGHTIE’ WORDS




	PAYWALL
	8



	PODCAST
	60



	SUDOKU
	77



	BROMANCE
	47



	GEOCACHING
	17





3 / TABLOID NOVELS




	Robinson Crusoe
	59



	The Iron Man
	15



	The Hundred and One Dalmatians
	34



	Frankenstein
	70



	Jane Eyre
	50





4 / US PRESIDENTS WHOSE SURNAMES CONTAIN THREE OR MORE VOWELS




	Barack Obama
	56



	Benjamin Harrison
	1



	Calvin Coolidge
	2



	Dwight D Eisenhower
	26



	Franklin D Roosevelt
	23



	Franklin Pierce
	1



	George Washington
	40



	Grover Cleveland
	1



	Herbert Hoover
	4



	James Buchanan
	0



	James Garfield
	0



	James Madison
	2



	James Monroe
	0



	Martin Van Buren
	0



	Millard Fillmore
	1



	Ronald Reagan
	26



	Theodore Roosevelt
	10



	Thomas Jefferson
	8



	William Henry Harrison
	2





SET 18



1 / FAMOUS AUSTRIANS




	BOARD 1



	Hedy Lamarr
	2



	Gustav Klimt
	6



	Christoph Waltz
	1



	Marie Antoinette
	44



	Erwin Schrödinger
	13



	Niki Lauda
	25



	BOARD 2



	Arnold Schwarzenegger
	46



	Felix Baumgartner
	4



	Falco
	12



	Lotte Lenya
	2



	Johann Strauss (the Younger)
	20



	Franz Ferdinand
	33





2 / BOOKS SET IN THE FUTURE




	The Hunger Games
	6



	Brave New World
	22



	The Running Man
	8



	The Minority Report
	1



	The Time Machine
	30





3 / SCIENTIFIC NAMES OF ANIMALS




	Horse
	45



	Sheep
	26



	Wolf
	49



	Guinea pig
	17



	Polar bear
	19





4 / COUNTRIES IN THE AMERICAS




	Antigua and Barbuda
	5



	Argentina
	47



	Barbados
	20



	Belize
	11



	Bolivia
	19



	Brazil
	57



	Canada
	59



	Chile
	50



	Colombia
	22



	Costa Rica
	14



	Cuba
	30



	Dominica
	2



	Dominican Republic
	8



	Ecuador
	18



	El Salvador
	2



	Grenada
	4



	Guatemala
	13



	Guyana
	3



	Haiti
	11



	Honduras
	12



	Jamaica
	33



	Mexico
	63



	Nicaragua
	11



	Panama
	18



	Paraguay
	23



	Peru
	39



	Saint Kitts and Nevis
	6



	Saint Lucia
	11



	Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	1



	Suriname
	5



	The Bahamas
	9



	Trinidad and Tobago
	17



	United States
	55



	Uruguay
	20



	Venezuela
	29





SET 19



1 / NUMERICAL VALUES




	BOARD 1



	360
	85



	90
	74



	20
	44



	206
	6



	1,000
	73



	23
	13



	3,600
	42



	BOARD 2



	366
	74



	15
	29



	22
	17



	7
	77



	650
	5



	13
	14



	18
	79





2 / IRISH COUNTIES




	DONEGAL
	73



	CARLOW
	3



	WATERFORD
	53



	OFFALY
	10



	TIPPERARY
	67





3 / RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS




	Diwali
	39



	Muharram
	0



	Ash Wednesday
	38



	Yom Kippur
	24



	Advent
	45





4 / SHAKESPEARE PLAYS CONTAINING AT LEAST TWO OF THE LETTERS ‘B’, ‘A’, ‘R’ OR ‘D’




	A Midsummer Night’s Dream
	53



	All’s Well That Ends Well
	2



	Antony and Cleopatra
	7



	Coriolanus
	4



	Henry IV, Part I
	0



	Henry IV, Part II
	0



	Henry VI, Part I
	0



	Henry VI, Part II
	0



	Henry VI, Part III
	0



	Julius Caesar
	4



	King Lear
	21



	Love’s Labour’s Lost
	3



	Macbeth
	43



	Measure for Measure
	1



	Much Ado About Nothing
	15



	Richard II
	6



	Richard III
	17



	Romeo and Juliet
	50



	The Comedy of Errors
	5



	The Merchant of Venice
	15



	The Merry Wives of Windsor
	6



	The Taming of the Shrew
	19



	The Two Gentlemen of Verona
	6



	The Winter’s Tale
	6



	Titus Andronicus
	7



	Troilus and Cressida
	6





SET 20



1 / PEOPLE WHO SHARE THEIR SURNAMES WITH SCOTTISH TOWNS AND CITIES




	BOARD 1



	Annan
	71



	Biggar
	11



	Irvine
	27



	Keith
	79



	Peebles
	7



	Selkirk
	9



	Paisley
	47



	BOARD 2



	Dundee
	32



	Stirling
	5



	Hamilton
	98



	Moffat
	17



	Lauder
	30



	Leith
	70



	Edinburgh
	16





2 / WORLD SERIES BASEBALL




	New York Yankees
	82



	Kansas City Royals
	1



	San Francisco Giants
	29



	Pittsburgh Pirates
	14



	Florida Marlins
	6



	Cleveland Guardians
	21



	Boston Red Sox
	54



	Atlanta Braves
	14



	Arizona Diamondbacks
	6



	Los Angeles Dodgers
	9



	Chicago White Sox
	28



	Oakland Athletics
	2





3 / ROOMS IN LITERATURE




	Nineteen Eighty-Four
	53



	Virginia Woolf
	11



	1970s
	7



	Brie Larson
	1



	H G Wells
	33





4 / ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA’S TOP 100 WOMEN TRAILBLAZERS




	Ada Lovelace
	5



	Amelia Earhart
	10



	Angela Merkel
	6



	Anne Frank
	1



	Artemisia Gentileschi
	0



	Babe Didrikson Zaharias
	0



	Barbara McClintock
	0



	Benazir Bhutto
	0



	Beyoncé
	3



	Billie Jean King
	10



	Caroline Herschel
	1



	Catherine the Great
	0



	Cathy Freeman
	0



	Cixi
	0



	Cleopatra
	1



	Coco Chanel
	10



	Diana, Princess of Wales
	9



	Dorothea Lange
	1



	Dorothy Hodgkin
	2



	Eleanor of Aquitaine
	0



	Eleanor Roosevelt
	0



	Elizabeth Blackwell
	1



	Elizabeth I
	8



	Elizabeth II
	16



	Ella Fitzgerald
	0



	Ellen Johnson Sirleaf
	0



	Emily Dickinson
	1



	Emmeline Pankhurst
	8



	Eva Perón
	2



	Fanny Blankers-Koen
	1



	Florence Nightingale
	27



	Frida Kahlo
	7



	Gabriela Mistral
	0



	Gloria Steinem
	0



	Golda Meir
	4



	Harriet Tubman
	0



	Hatshepsut
	0



	Helen Keller
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	7



	Hypatia
	0



	Indira Gandhi
	4



	Isabella I
	0



	J K Rowling
	6



	Jackie Joyner-Kersee
	1



	Jane Addams
	0



	Jane Austen
	11



	Jane Goodall
	1



	Joan of Arc
	5



	Julia Gillard
	2



	Kara Walker
	3



	Kate Sheppard
	0



	Katharine Hepburn
	0



	Katherine Johnson
	0



	Khadījah
	0



	Lise Meitner
	0



	Madonna
	5



	Malala Yousafzai
	4



	Margaret Atwood
	1



	Margaret Mead
	1



	Margaret Sanger
	0



	Margaret Thatcher
	40



	Maria Mitchell
	0



	Maria Montessori
	0



	Marie Antoinette
	0



	Marie Curie
	42



	Mary
	0



	Mary Cassatt
	0



	Mary Wollstonecraft
	0



	Maryam Mirzakhani
	0



	Meryl Streep
	1



	Mia Hamm
	2



	Michelle Obama
	11



	Miriam Makeba
	0



	Mother Teresa
	15



	Murasaki Shikibu
	0



	Nadia Comăneci
	1



	Oprah Winfrey
	7



	Rachel Carson
	0



	Rosa Parks
	7



	Rosalind Franklin
	3



	Sacagawea
	0



	Sappho
	0



	Sarah Bernhardt
	0



	Serena Williams
	16



	Shirin Ebadi
	0



	Simone de Beauvoir
	0



	Sirimavo Bandaranaike
	0



	Soong Mei-ling
	0



	St Teresa of Ávila
	0



	Susan B Anthony
	1



	Theodora
	0



	Toni Morrison
	0



	Umm Kulthūm
	0



	Valentina Tereshkova
	0



	Victoria
	3



	Virginia Woolf
	0



	Wangari Maathai
	0



	Wuhou
	0



	Yayoi Kusama
	0



	Zaha Hadid
	0





SET 21



1 / ARTISTS OF 1990s FILM SONGS




	BOARD 1



	Boyz II Men
	5



	Goo Goo Dolls
	9



	Whitney Houston
	80



	R Kelly
	27



	Seal
	46



	The Cardigans
	14



	Guns N’ Roses
	6



	BOARD 2



	Celine Dion
	65



	Stealers Wheel
	14



	Bryan Adams
	62



	Aerosmith
	33



	The Knack
	7



	Coolio
	14



	Iggy Pop
	4





2 / TURNER PRIZE WINNERS




	Anish Kapoor
	6



	Grayson Perry
	16



	Duncan Campbell
	19



	Damien Hirst
	27



	Martin Creed
	13





3 / GEOGRAPHICAL LIMERICKS




	Greece
	56



	Australia
	76



	Norway
	47



	Italy
	68



	Slovenia
	11





4 / TEAM GB OLYMPIC MEDALLISTS 2012




	Alan Campbell
	0



	Alistair Brownlee
	1



	Andy Murray
	8



	Anthony Joshua
	0



	Anthony Ogogo
	0



	Ben Ainslie
	0



	Beth Tweddle
	1



	Bradley Wiggins
	6



	Charlotte Dujardin
	1



	Chris Froome
	1



	Chris Hoy
	13



	Christine Ohuruogu
	1



	Ed Clancy
	1



	Ed McKeever
	0



	Fred Evans
	0



	Gemma Gibbons
	0



	Greg Rutherford
	11



	Jade Jones
	0



	Jason Kenny
	0



	Jessica Ennis
	16



	Jonathan Brownlee
	1



	Karina Bryant
	0



	Laura Bechtolsheimer
	0



	Laura Trott
	1



	Lizzie Armitstead
	0



	Louis Smith
	0



	Luke Campbell
	0



	Lutalo Muhammad
	0



	Max Whitlock
	0



	Michael Jamieson
	0



	Mo Farah
	32



	Nick Dempsey
	0



	Nicola Adams
	2



	Peter Wilson
	0



	Rebecca Adlington
	4



	Robbie Grabarz
	0



	Samantha Murray
	0



	Tom Daley
	11



	Victoria Pendleton
	6





SET 22



1 / GREAT DANES




	BOARD 1



	Peter Schmeichel
	28



	Whigfield
	7



	Sofie Gråbøl
	0



	Lars Ulrich
	9



	Brigitte Nielsen
	38



	Niels Bohr
	4



	BOARD 2



	Camilla Dallerup
	7



	Hans Christian Andersen
	35



	Helena Christensen
	8



	Sandi Toksvig
	19



	Giancarlo Esposito
	0



	Karen Blixen
	6





2 / FORMER NAMES OF CHEMICAL ELEMENTS




	Sodium
	43



	Antimony
	7



	Iron
	57



	Tin
	15



	Gold
	58





3 / THE NUMBER 60




	Diamond
	53



	Christian Coleman
	2



	Minutes
	15



	Nicolas Cage
	20



	Malaysia
	38





4 / COUNTRIES WHOSE NAMES CONTAIN THE LETTERS ‘W’, ‘X’, ‘Y’ OR ‘Z’




	Azerbaijan
	9



	Belize
	1



	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	3



	Botswana
	3



	Brazil
	16



	Cyprus
	7



	Czech Republic/Czechia
	7



	Egypt
	15



	Germany
	31



	Guyana
	3



	Hungary
	8



	Italy
	20



	Kazakhstan
	5



	Kenya
	7



	Kuwait
	0



	Kyrgyzstan
	4



	Libya
	7



	Luxembourg
	8



	Malawi
	3



	Malaysia
	3



	Mexico
	21



	Mozambique
	6



	Myanmar
	2



	New Zealand
	37



	Norway
	21



	Papua New Guinea
	2



	Paraguay
	17



	Rwanda
	4



	Seychelles
	4



	Swaziland
	6



	Sweden
	28



	Switzerland
	11



	Syria
	7



	Tanzania
	4



	Turkey
	16



	Uruguay
	15



	Uzbekistan
	4



	Venezuela
	4



	Yemen
	28



	Zambia
	59



	Zimbabwe
	38





SET 23



1 / NATIONALITIES OF TENNIS PLAYERS




	BOARD 1



	Spain
	74



	France
	42



	Belarus
	8



	Sweden
	51



	Romania
	2



	Italy
	27



	Germany
	60



	BOARD 2



	Switzerland
	70



	Brazil
	4



	Russia
	50



	USA
	88



	Croatia
	7



	Argentina
	29



	Russia
	34





2 / ‘THE’ MUSIC GROUPS MADE FROM CHEMICAL SYMBOLS




	THE CuRe
	32



	THE FRaY
	9



	THE SmIThS
	13



	THE HIVEs
	10



	THE PoLiCe
	31





3 / WINE




	Beaujolais nouveau
	8



	Malcolm Gluck
	0



	Cava
	27



	Spritzer
	43



	Bacchus
	30





4 / ‘DING DONG MERRILY ON HIGH’ WORDS




	Angel
	20



	Beautifully
	0



	Bells
	43



	Below
	4



	Chime
	0



	Dutifully
	2



	Evetime
	1



	Excelsis
	25



	Gloria
	26



	Heav’n
	40



	Hosanna
	25



	Matin
	0



	People
	4



	Priest
	3



	Prime
	2



	Ringers
	1



	Ringing
	54



	Singers
	1



	Singing
	39



	Steeple
	2



	Sungen
	3



	Swungen
	3



	Verily
	13





SET 24



1 / TEA AND COFFEE




	BOARD 1



	Chai
	34



	Mazagran
	0



	Cappuccino
	76



	Flat white
	16



	Earl Grey
	80



	Café au lait
	28



	Maté
	5



	BOARD 2



	Bubble tea
	3



	Mocha
	62



	Lapsang souchong
	24



	Rooibos
	20



	Latte
	84



	Ristretto
	2



	English Breakfast
	36





2 / THINGS SPELT ONLY WITH LETTERS IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE ALPHABET




	‘Mama’
	38



	Kim
	20



	Lead
	68



	Lima
	52



	Lichfield
	1





3 / THE COPPOLA FAMILY




	The Godfather
	48



	Rocky
	29



	Jason Schwartzman
	0



	Dracula
	44



	Nicolas Cage
	17





4 / HITS FOR THE BANGLES




	‘Be With You’
	0



	‘Eternal Flame’
	32



	‘Hazy Shade of Winter’
	1



	‘If She Knew What She Wants’
	0



	‘In Your Room’
	1



	‘Manic Monday’
	23



	‘Walk Like an Egyptian’
	34



	‘Walking Down Your Street’
	0





SET 25



1 / MEDICAL ADVANCES




	BOARD 1



	Laser eye surgery
	35



	Liposuction
	77



	Vaccination
	57



	Gregor Mendel
	9



	Ventilator
	63



	Hypodermic syringe
	38



	BOARD 2



	Pacemaker
	52



	Aspirin
	63



	Defibrillator
	49



	Local anaesthetic
	37



	Home pregnancy test
	12



	Penicillin
	58





2 / THINGS WITH NAMES THAT INCLUDE FIRST NAMES




	Jacob’s Ladder
	54



	Tin Lizzie
	17



	Lazy Susan
	56



	Spinning Jenny
	51



	Toby Jug
	64





3 / TABLOID MUSICALS




	The Sound of Music
	83



	Little Shop of Horrors
	34



	Les Misérables
	39



	Mary Poppins
	71



	Miss Saigon
	35





4 / EU MEMBER STATES OR THEIR CAPITALS WITH NO REPEATED LETTERS




	Athens
	4



	Belgium
	36



	Berlin
	39



	Bucharest
	0



	Budapest
	4



	Cyprus
	2



	Denmark
	17



	Dublin
	15



	Estonia
	3



	France
	73



	Germany
	67



	Hungary
	11



	Ireland
	13



	Italy
	50



	Lisbon
	14



	Paris
	61



	Poland
	19



	Portugal
	30



	Prague
	6



	Riga
	3



	Rome
	32



	Slovenia
	2



	Sofia
	1



	Spain
	65



	Zagreb
	0





SET 26



1 / ALLITERATIVE FILM TITLES




	BOARD 1



	Dirty Dancing
	59



	Pigskin Parade
	0



	Mamma Mia!
	81



	Bad Boys
	25



	Gone Girl
	15



	Freaky Friday
	31



	Liar Liar
	55



	BOARD 2



	Batman Begins
	33



	Ella Enchanted
	10



	King Kong
	86



	Victor/Victoria
	22



	Marathon Man
	13



	Black Beauty
	28



	Doctor Dolittle
	76





2 / BRITISH ARCHITECTS




	HAWKSMOOR
	13



	LUTYENS
	18



	BARRY
	24



	NASH
	34



	LASDUN
	11





3 / THINGS THAT SHARE THEIR NAME WITH COMPUTER PROGRAMMING LANGUAGES




	Alice
	48



	Java
	31



	Ruby
	61



	Ada
	6



	Julia
	27





4 / PRINCE TOP 40 SINGLES




	‘1999’
	34



	‘7’
	0



	‘Alphabet Street’
	1



	‘Anotherloverholenyohead’
	0



	‘Batdance’
	0



	‘Betcha By Golly, Wow’
	0



	‘Controversy’
	0



	‘Cream’
	3



	‘Diamonds and Pearls’
	7



	‘Dinner with Delores’
	0



	‘Eye Hate U’
	0



	‘Gett Off’
	4



	‘Girls and Boys’
	0



	‘Glam Slam’
	0



	‘Gold’
	0



	‘I Could Never Take the Place of Your Man’
	0



	‘I Got the Look’
	2



	‘I Wish U Heaven’
	0



	‘If I Was Your Girlfriend’
	1



	‘Kiss’
	17



	‘Letitgo’
	0



	‘Let’s Go Crazy’
	1



	‘Little Red Corvette’
	6



	‘Money Don’t Matter 2 Night’
	0



	‘My Name is Prince’
	3



	‘New Power Generation’
	0



	‘Paisley Park’
	0



	‘Partyman’
	0



	‘Peach’
	0



	‘Purple Medley’
	0



	‘Purple Rain’
	61



	‘Raspberry Beret’
	10



	‘Sexy MF’
	2



	‘Sign o’ the Times’
	4



	‘Strollin’
	0



	‘Take Me with U’
	0



	‘The Arms of Orion’
	0



	‘The Beautiful Experience’
	0



	‘The Holy River’
	0



	‘The Most Beautiful Girl in the World’
	7



	‘Thieves in the Temple’
	0



	‘Thunder’
	1



	‘When Doves Cry’
	10





SET 27



1 / ANIMALS IN SHAKESPEARE




	BOARD 1



	FROG
	72



	CHAMELEON
	10



	FISH
	55



	HORSE
	67



	WORM
	40



	OYSTER
	18



	EAGLE
	21



	BOARD 2



	GOOSE
	47



	DOG
	72



	CROCODILE
	2



	MONKEY
	15



	ASS
	33



	FLY
	60



	BEAR
	27





2 / BANDS AND THEIR TRIBUTE ACTS




	ABBA
	78



	Pet Shop Boys
	52



	Duran Duran
	17



	David Bowie
	55



	The Rolling Stones
	28





3 / THE NUMBER 13




	XIII
	81



	Blur
	8



	Aluminium
	62



	Buckingham Palace
	32



	Thomas W Lawson
	0





4 / HISTORIC COUNTIES THAT END IN ‘SHIRE’




	Aberdeenshire
	9



	Argyllshire
	1



	Ayrshire
	5



	Banffshire
	0



	Bedfordshire
	21



	Berkshire
	30



	Berwickshire
	1



	Brecknockshire
	0



	Buckinghamshire
	17



	Buteshire
	0



	Caernarvonshire
	0



	Cambridgeshire
	20



	Cardiganshire
	0



	Carmarthenshire
	1



	Cheshire
	20



	Clackmannanshire
	1



	Cromartyshire
	0



	Denbighshire
	0



	Derbyshire
	27



	Devonshire
	7



	Dorsetshire
	0



	Downshire
	0



	Dumfriesshire
	0



	Dunbartonshire
	1



	Edinburghshire
	0



	Flintshire
	3



	Forfarshire
	0



	Gloucestershire
	26



	Haddingtonshire
	0



	Hampshire
	34



	Herefordshire
	23



	Hertfordshire
	19



	Huntingdonshire
	0



	Inverness-shire
	2



	Kincardineshire
	1



	Kinross-shire
	0



	Kirkcudbrightshire
	0



	Lanarkshire
	5



	Lancashire
	45



	Leicestershire
	26



	Lincolnshire
	25



	Linlithgowshire
	0



	Merionethshire
	0



	Monmouthshire
	5



	Montgomeryshire
	0



	Morayshire
	0



	Nairnshire
	0



	Northamptonshire
	24



	Nottinghamshire
	23



	Oxfordshire
	21



	Peeblesshire
	0



	Pembrokeshire
	1



	Perthshire
	6



	Radnorshire
	0



	Renfrewshire
	0



	Ross-shire
	1



	Roxburghshire
	0



	Selkirkshire
	0



	Shropshire
	21



	Somersetshire
	0



	Staffordshire
	13



	Stirlingshire
	0



	Warwickshire
	16



	Wigstownshire
	0



	Wiltshire
	26



	Worcestershire
	28



	Yorkshire
	64





SET 28



1 / BLACKADDER ACTORS




	BOARD 1



	Tim McInnerny
	10



	Miranda Richardson
	38



	Rowan Atkinson
	64



	Robbie Coltrane
	16



	Peter Cook
	7



	Hugh Laurie
	49



	Nigel Planer
	5



	BOARD 2



	Tony Robinson
	57



	Miriam Margolyes
	13



	Helen Atkinson-Wood
	5



	Rik Mayall
	35



	Stephen Fry
	47



	Jeremy Hardy
	0



	Brian Blessed
	22





2 / SHARKS




	Damien Hirst
	36



	Greg Norman
	26



	Shark Tank
	23



	Ernest Hemingway
	24



	Shark Tale
	43





3 / MIXED ‘BAG’




	Bagpuss
	67



	James Brown
	29



	Onion bag
	25



	Punchbag
	71



	Fleabag
	22





4 / UK TOP 40 SINGLES BY THE CLASH




	‘(White Man) in Hammersmith Palais’
	0



	‘Bankrobber’
	3



	‘Clash City Rockers’
	0



	‘Complete Control’
	0



	‘English Civil War’
	0



	‘I Fought the Law’
	3



	‘London Calling’
	24



	‘Rock the Casbah’
	13



	‘Should I Stay or Should I Go’
	19



	‘Straight to Hell’
	1



	‘The Call Up’
	0



	‘The Magnificent Seven’
	0



	‘This Is England’
	0



	‘Tommy Gun’
	1



	‘White Riot’
	5





SET 29



1 / EPONYMOUS INVENTIONS




	BOARD 1



	Heimlich
	48



	Venn
	33



	Whitworth
	9



	Davy
	44



	Richter
	70



	Hansom
	29



	Mason
	15



	BOARD 2



	Petri
	51



	Mercator
	11



	Nissen
	38



	Plimsoll
	44



	Jacquard
	10



	Bailey
	16



	Geiger
	48





2 / EVENTS IN THE MONTH OF THE FIRST MOON LANDING




	Caernarfon
	47



	Star Trek
	74



	Honduras
	18



	Eddy Merckx
	28



	Jennifer Lopez
	9





3 / CLERIHEWS




	Harrison Ford
	50



	Michael Caine
	23



	Agatha Christie
	45



	Lionel Messi
	36



	Kylie Minogue
	32





4 / CARRY ON FILMS CONTAINING THE LETTERS ‘O’ OR ‘N’




	Carry On Abroad
	16



	Carry On Again Doctor
	5



	Carry On At Your Convenience
	11



	Carry On Behind
	3



	Carry On Camping
	59



	Carry On Cleo
	18



	Carry On Columbus
	15



	Carry On Constable
	14



	Carry On Cowboy
	4



	Carry On Cruising
	8



	Carry On Doctor
	42



	Carry On Emmannuelle
	5



	Carry On England
	4



	Carry On Henry
	6



	Carry On Loving
	3



	Carry On Matron
	19



	Carry On Nurse
	36



	Carry On Screaming!
	14



	Carry On Sergeant
	11



	Carry On Spying
	7



	Carry On Up The Jungle
	6



	Don’t Lose Your Head
	9



	Follow That Camel
	9





SET 30



1 / COCKTAILS




	BOARD 1



	Manhattan
	66



	Angel Face
	5



	Grasshopper
	16



	Casino
	84



	Old Fashioned
	48



	Cosmopolitan
	24



	BOARD 2



	Americano
	32



	Bramble
	23



	Kamikaze
	72



	Mimosa
	4



	Alexander
	10



	Screwdriver
	59





2 / GREAT BRITONS




	ISAAC NEWTON
	34



	HORATIO NELSON
	26



	MICHAEL FARADAY
	16



	FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE
	62



	BARNES WALLIS
	4





3 / BOARD GAMES




	Mahjong
	46



	Monopoly
	79



	Backgammon
	24



	Risk
	33



	Carcassonne
	4





4 / COUNTRIES THAT CONTAIN THE LETTERS ‘M’, ‘A’ OR ‘P’




	Afghanistan
	3



	Albania
	6



	Algeria
	2



	Andorra
	7



	Angola
	3



	Antigua and Barbuda
	2



	Argentina
	33



	Armenia
	3



	Australia
	54



	Austria
	21



	Azerbaijan
	3



	Bahamas
	0



	Bahrain
	0



	Bangladesh
	1



	Barbados
	0



	Belarus
	0



	Belgium
	6



	Bhutan
	0



	Bolivia
	0



	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	0



	Botswana
	0



	Brazil
	12



	Bulgaria
	4



	Burkina Faso
	1



	Cabo Verde
	0



	Cambodia
	1



	Cameroon
	0



	Canada
	24



	Central African Republic
	5



	Chad
	1



	China
	15



	Colombia
	3



	Comoros
	1



	Costa Rica
	0



	Croatia
	4



	Cuba
	0



	Cyprus
	1



	Czechia
	1



	Denmark
	11



	Dominica
	0



	Dominican Republic
	1



	Ecuador
	3



	Egypt
	5



	El Salvador
	0



	Equatorial Guinea
	2



	Eritrea
	0



	Estonia
	2



	Ethiopia
	2



	Finland
	10



	France
	54



	Gabon
	0



	Georgia
	0



	Germany
	44



	Ghana
	1



	Grenada
	0



	Guatemala
	1



	Guinea
	0



	Guinea-Bissau
	0



	Guyana
	0



	Haiti
	0



	Honduras
	0



	Hungary
	6



	Iceland
	14



	India
	9



	Indonesia
	4



	Iran
	2



	Iraq
	2



	Ireland
	16



	Israel
	1



	Italy
	27



	Jamaica
	3



	Japan
	13



	Jordan
	0



	Kazakhstan
	1



	Kenya
	4



	Kiribati
	1



	Kuwait
	0



	Kyrgyzstan
	2



	Laos
	1



	Latvia
	1



	Lebanon
	0



	Liberia
	0



	Libya
	0



	Lithuania
	3



	Luxembourg
	5



	Madagascar
	17



	Malawi
	6



	Malaysia
	10



	Maldives
	5



	Mali
	6



	Malta
	18



	Marshall Islands
	1



	Mauritania
	4



	Mauritius
	12



	Mexico
	13



	Micronesia
	0



	Moldova
	3



	Monaco
	3



	Mongolia
	1



	Montenegro
	0



	Morocco
	15



	Mozambique
	3



	Myanmar
	2



	Namibia
	0



	Nauru
	1



	Nepal
	0



	Netherlands
	9



	New Zealand
	19



	Nicaragua
	2



	Nigeria
	3



	North Korea
	1



	North Macedonia
	2



	Norway
	11



	Oman
	0



	Pakistan
	7



	Palau
	0



	Panama
	9



	Papua New Guinea
	5



	Paraguay
	43



	Peru
	37



	Philippines
	4



	Poland
	23



	Portugal
	44



	Qatar
	0



	Romania
	2



	Russia
	18



	Rwanda
	0



	Saint Kitts and Nevis
	2



	Saint Lucia
	0



	Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	0



	Samoa
	1



	San Marino
	1



	São Tomé and Príncipe
	2



	Saudi Arabia
	1



	Senegal
	0



	Serbia
	3



	Sierra Leone
	0



	Singapore
	2



	Slovakia
	2



	Slovenia
	0



	Solomon Islands
	0



	Somalia
	0



	South Africa
	11



	South Korea
	1



	South Sudan
	1



	Spain
	45



	Sri Lanka
	1



	Sudan
	0



	Suriname
	5



	Swaziland
	0



	Switzerland
	1



	Syria
	0



	Tajikistan
	0



	Tanzania
	0



	Thailand
	5



	The Gambia
	0



	Timor-Leste
	0



	Tonga
	0



	Trinidad and Tobago
	0



	Tunisia
	1



	Turkmenistan
	0



	Tuvalu
	3



	Uganda
	0



	Ukraine
	2



	United Arab Emirates
	0



	United States
	48



	Uruguay
	5



	Uzbekistan
	2



	Vanuatu
	2



	Venezuela
	2



	Viet Nam
	3



	Yemen
	1



	Zambia
	1



	Zimbabwe
	1





SET 31



1 / ICONIC DRESSES




	BOARD 1



	Elizabeth Taylor
	24



	Julia Roberts
	52



	David Bowie
	27



	Lady Gaga
	58



	Elizabeth Hurley
	34



	Grace Kelly
	15



	BOARD 2



	Rihanna
	22



	Pippa Middleton
	32



	Michelle Obama
	28



	Audrey Hepburn
	44



	Princess Diana
	22



	Marilyn Monroe
	57





2 / BANANAS




	Hand
	38



	Rupert Everett
	8



	Herbie
	55



	White rum
	22



	Queensland
	12





3 / THE WIZARD OF OZ




	Judy Garland
	37



	Yellow
	73



	Kansas
	62



	Return to Oz
	10



	Wicked
	27





4 / TENNIS PLAYERS WHO HAVE WON SUCCESSIVE GRAND SLAM SINGLES TITLES




	Andre Agassi
	4



	Billie Jean King
	12



	Björn Borg
	19



	Boris Becker
	12



	Chris Evert
	9



	Evonne Goolagong
	4



	Hana Mandlíková
	2



	Jennifer Capriati
	0



	Jim Courier
	0



	Jimmy Connors
	10



	John McEnroe
	16



	Justine Henin
	1



	Ken Rosewall
	1



	Kim Clijsters
	1



	Margaret Court
	1



	Martina Hingis
	4



	Martina Navratilova
	22



	Mats Wilander
	0



	Monica Seles
	0



	Naomi Osaka
	2



	Novak Djokovic
	22



	Pete Sampras
	15



	Rafael Nadal
	28



	Rod Laver
	2



	Roger Federer
	40



	Serena Williams
	32



	Steffi Graf
	10



	Venus Williams
	20





SET 32



1 / ANIMATED FILMS




	BOARD 1



	Lady and the Tramp
	49



	Toy Story
	62



	Up
	15



	The Adventures of Ichabod and Mr Toad
	0



	The Incredibles
	24



	Sleeping Beauty
	18



	BOARD 2



	WALL-E
	24



	The Jungle Book
	62



	Inside Out
	8



	The Black Cauldron
	0



	Frozen
	27



	Pocahontas
	18





2 / STEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD




	RATATOUILLE
	73



	TAGINE
	54



	BIGOS
	8



	CARBONADE
	5



	JAMBALAYA
	47





3 / ‘RED’ THINGS




	Red herring
	71



	Red Adair
	37



	The Red Eminence
	0



	Red Admiral
	56



	Red Sea
	68





4 / THE 100 MOST INFLUENTIAL SCIENTISTS OF ALL TIME




	Ada Lovelace
	0



	Alan M Turing
	6



	Albert Einstein
	72



	Alessandro Volta
	2



	Alexander Fleming
	16



	Alexander von Humboldt
	0



	Alfred Lothar Wegener
	0



	Alfred Russel Wallace
	1



	Al-Khwārizmī
	0



	Andreas Vesalius
	0



	Antoine-Laurent Lavoisier
	0



	Archimedes
	18



	Aristotle
	7



	Avicenna
	0



	Carl Friedrich Gauss
	1



	Carl Gustav Jung
	0



	Caroline Herschel
	0



	Carolus Linnaeus
	0



	Charles Babbage
	0



	Charles Darwin
	19



	Charles Lyell
	0



	Dmitry Ivanovich Mendeleyev
	0



	E O Wilson
	0



	Edward Jenner
	2



	Edwin Powell Hubble
	2



	Enrico Fermi
	1



	Ernest Rutherford
	4



	Erwin Schrödinger
	1



	Euclid
	0



	Évariste Galois
	0



	Francis Bacon
	0



	Francis Collins
	0



	Francis Galton
	0



	Francis Harry Compton Crick
	6



	Fred Hoyle
	0



	Galen of Pergamum
	1



	Galileo Galilei
	17



	Georg Cantor
	0



	George Cuvier
	0



	George Gamow
	0



	Georges-Louis Leclerc
	0



	Giordano Bruno
	0



	Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz
	0



	Gregor Mendel
	1



	Hans Bethe
	0



	Harold Kroto
	0



	Henri Poincaré
	0



	Henry Cavendish
	0



	Hippocrates
	1



	Humphry Davy
	1



	Isaac Newton
	42



	J Craig Venter
	0



	J Robert Oppenheimer
	5



	Jack Kilby
	0



	James Clerk Maxwell
	1



	James Dewey Watson
	3



	James Watt
	5



	Jane Goodall
	0



	Jean Le Rond d’Alembert
	0



	Johannes Kepler
	1



	John Forbes Nash Jr
	0



	John James Audubon
	0



	John Ray
	0



	John von Neumann
	0



	Jöns Jacob Berzelius
	0



	Joseph Priestley
	0



	Kurt Gödel
	0



	Leonardo Da Vinci
	12



	Leonhard Euler
	0



	Louis Agassiz
	0



	Louis Pasteur
	15



	Luigi Galvani
	0



	Marie Curie
	41



	Max Planck
	2



	Michael Faraday
	14



	Nicolaus Copernicus
	8



	Niels Bohr
	2



	Nikola Tesla
	11



	Norman Ernest Borlaug
	0



	Paracelsus
	0



	Pierre Curie
	4



	Pierre-Simon Laplace
	0



	Plato
	4



	Pliny the Elder
	1



	Ptolemy
	0



	Pythagoras
	9



	Rachel Carson
	0



	René Descartes
	0



	Richard E Smalley
	0



	Richard P Feynman
	2



	Robert Boyle
	0



	Robert F Curl Jr
	0



	Robert Hooke
	0



	Robert Koch
	0



	Roger Bacon
	0



	Rosalind Franklin
	0



	Sigmund Freud
	3



	Sophie Germain
	0



	Srinivasa Ramanujan
	0



	Stephen Jay Gould
	0



	Stephen W Hawking
	29



	Steven Pinker
	0



	Thales of Miletus
	0



	Tim Berners-Lee
	2



	Tycho Brahe
	0



	William Bateson
	0



	William Harvey
	1



	William Herschel
	1



	William Thomson, Baron Kelvin
	1





SET 33



1 / CHEESE AND BISCUITS




	BOARD 1



	Stilton
	43



	Bel Paese
	5



	Gouda
	38



	Red Leicester
	59



	Dorset Knobs
	2



	Gorgonzola
	26



	Matzo
	18



	BOARD 2



	Manchego
	8



	Cream cracker
	35



	Wensleydale
	56



	Morbier
	1



	Bath Oliver
	11



	Parmesan
	44



	Stinking Bishop
	7





2 / KIDS




	Poker
	49



	David
	28



	Bill Bryson
	13



	Bill Clinton
	25



	Jackie Coogan
	8





3 / TABLOID SITCOMS




	Only Fools and Horses
	35



	One Foot in the Grave
	14



	Citizen Khan
	3



	‘Allo ‘Allo!
	25



	Fawlty Towers
	51





4 / ACTORS IN FOUR WEDDINGS AND A FUNERAL




	Amanda Mealing
	0



	Andie MacDowell
	25



	Anna Chancellor
	1



	Bernice Stegers
	0



	Charlotte Coleman
	2



	Corin Redgrave
	0



	David Bower
	0



	David Haig
	1



	Donald Weedon
	0



	Elspet Gray
	0



	Emily Morgan
	0



	Hannah Taylor Gordon
	0



	Hugh Grant
	89



	James Fleet
	3



	Jeremy Kemp
	0



	John Abbott
	0



	John Hannah
	0



	Ken Drury
	0



	Kenneth Griffith
	0



	Kristin Scott Thomas
	4



	Lucy Hornak
	0



	Melissa Knatchbull
	0



	Michael Mears
	0



	Neville Phillips
	0



	Nicola Walker
	0



	Nigel Hastings
	0



	Pat Starr
	0



	Paul Stacey
	0



	Philip Voss
	0



	Polly Kemp
	0



	Randall Paul
	0



	Richard Butler
	0



	Robert Lang
	0



	Robin McCaffrey
	0



	Ronald Herdman
	0



	Rosalie Crutchley
	0



	Rowan Atkinson
	6



	Rupert Vansittart
	0



	Sara Crowe
	0



	Simon Callow
	3



	Simon Kunz
	0



	Sophie Thompson
	0



	Struan Rodger
	0



	Susanna Hamnett
	0



	Tim Thomas
	0



	Timothy Walker
	0





SET 34



1 / LARGEST ISLANDS




	BOARD 1



	Australia
	51



	Greece
	74



	Italy
	85



	Philippines
	11



	Ireland
	4



	Germany
	8



	Canada
	17



	BOARD 2



	Brazil
	5



	Sweden
	10



	Mexico
	1



	Tanzania
	13



	Spain
	82



	Japan
	42



	United States
	66





2 / BONES THAT HUMANS ONLY HAVE ONE OF




	STERNUM
	29



	MANDIBLE
	15



	OCCIPITAL
	17



	AXIS
	0



	COCCYX
	25





3 / ACTS WITH 10 OR MORE UK TOP 10 SINGLES




	Ed Sheeran
	24



	Eminem
	51



	Rihanna
	19



	Calvin Harris
	10



	Janet Jackson
	19



	Stevie Wonder
	16





4 / TINTIN’S ADVENTURES




	Cigars of the Pharaoh
	0



	Destination Moon
	0



	Explorers on the Moon
	0



	Flight 714
	0



	King Ottokar’s Sceptre
	0



	Land of Black Gold
	0



	Prisoners of the Sun
	0



	Red Rackham’s Treasure
	1



	The Black Island
	3



	The Blue Lotus
	1



	The Calculus Affair
	0



	The Castafiore Emerald
	1



	The Crab with the Golden Claws
	0



	The Red Sea Sharks
	0



	The Secret of the Unicorn
	1



	The Seven Crystal Balls
	0



	The Shooting Star
	0



	Tintin and Alph-Art
	0



	Tintin and the Broken Ear
	0



	Tintin and the Picaros
	0



	Tintin in America
	1



	Tintin in the Congo
	2



	Tintin in the Land of the Soviets
	0



	Tintin in Tibet
	2





SET 35



1 / FICTIONAL DOGS




	BOARD 1



	Scrappy
	51



	Buck
	2



	Toto
	73



	Fang
	10



	Bouncer
	26



	Snoopy
	41



	Pluto
	46



	BOARD 2



	Spot
	24



	Wellard
	33



	Lassie
	56



	Odie
	12



	Tock
	1



	Brian
	27



	Snowy
	37





2 / ART TERMS




	ART BRUT
	2



	CUBISM
	41



	FAUVISM
	6



	IMPRESSIONISM
	44



	NATURALISM
	2



	PRE-RAPHAELITE
	23



	POP ART
	62



	RENAISSANCE
	50



	SURREALISM
	34





3 / THINGS THAT INCLUDE EVERY VOWEL ONCE IN THEIR NAME




	‘Puppet on a String’
	57



	Seaborgium
	14



	Cauliflower
	49



	Sequoia
	15



	Paul Scofield
	9





4 / CAST OF THE 2007 FILM HOT FUZZ




	Adam Buxton
	0



	Alexander King
	0



	Alice Lowe
	0



	Anne Reid
	0



	Ben McKay
	0



	Bill Bailey
	3



	Bill Nighy
	1



	Billie Whitelaw
	0



	Chris Waitt
	0



	Colin Michael Carmichael
	0



	David Bradley
	0



	David Threlfall
	0



	Edward Woodward
	0



	Elizabeth Elvin
	0



	Eric Mason
	0



	Graham Low
	0



	Jim Broadbent
	3



	Joe Cornish
	0



	Julia Deakin
	0



	Karl Johnson
	0



	Kenneth Cranham
	1



	Kevin Eldon
	0



	Kevin Wilson
	0



	Lorraine Hilton
	0



	Lucy Punch
	0



	Maria Charles
	0



	Martin Freeman
	4



	Nicholas Wilson
	0



	Nick Frost
	6



	Olivia Colman
	1



	Paddy Considine
	0



	Patricia Franklin
	0



	Paul Freeman
	0



	Peter Wight
	0



	Rafe Spall
	0



	Robert Popper
	0



	Ron Cook
	0



	Rory Lowings
	0



	Rory McCann
	0



	Simon Pegg
	32



	Stephen Merchant
	1



	Stuart Wilson
	0



	Tim Barlow
	0



	Timothy Dalton
	3



	Tom Strode Walton
	0



	Trevor Nichols
	0



	Troy Woollan
	0





SET 36



1 / ‘CAR’ SONGS




	BOARD 1



	Gary Numan
	36



	The Polecats
	2



	Snow Patrol
	56



	Adam and the Ants
	8



	Billy Ocean
	44



	The Cure
	4



	BOARD 2



	Mylo
	5



	Tracy Chapman
	48



	Status Quo
	12



	Madness
	39



	David Hasselhoff
	17



	Rose Royce
	32





2 / UNCLES




	Anton Chekhov
	12



	Claudius
	5



	The Addams Family
	49



	Joel Chandler Harris
	6



	Albert
	47





3 / TABLOID SOAP PLOTS




	Dallas
	53



	The Archers
	10



	Brookside
	38



	Neighbours
	41



	Emmerdale
	55





4 / ACTORS IN THE ORIGINAL STAR WARS TRILOGY




	Alec Guinness
	3



	Anthony Daniels
	5



	Carrie Fisher
	29



	David Prowse
	3



	Denis Lawson
	0



	Harrison Ford
	53



	Jack Purvis
	0



	Kenny Baker
	3



	Mark Hamill
	26



	Peter Mayhew
	1





SET 37



1 / ‘TRIPLE-A’ PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS




	BOARD 1



	Cassandra
	36



	Gavaskar
	11



	Mascara
	72



	Parallax
	4



	Armada
	65



	Faraday
	19



	Manhattan
	42



	BOARD 2



	Sahara
	70



	Carraway
	2



	Alcatraz
	56



	Malala
	13



	Alhambra
	17



	Avatar
	38



	Barbara
	33





2 / SONG TITLES THAT ARE ADJECTIVES




	‘Frozen’
	16



	‘Flamboyant’
	1



	‘Physical’
	17



	‘Jaded’
	8



	‘Ironic’
	31





3 / GEOMETRICAL SHAPES




	Ice Cube
	14



	The Magic Circle
	52



	Times Square
	59



	The Kite Runner
	10



	The Oval
	47





4 / LIVERPOOL V ARSENAL PLAYERS, 26 MAY 1989




	Alan Hansen
	3



	Alan Smith
	3



	Bruce Grobbelaar
	5



	David O’Leary
	0



	David Rocastle
	1



	Gary Ablett
	0



	Ian Rush
	3



	John Aldridge
	1



	John Barnes
	7



	John Lukic
	1



	Kevin Richardson
	0



	Lee Dixon
	1



	Martin Hayes
	0



	Michael Thomas
	9



	Nigel Winterburn
	0



	Paul Merson
	1



	Perry Groves
	0



	Peter Beardsley
	1



	Ray Houghton
	0



	Ronnie Whelan
	0



	Steve Bould
	1



	Steve McMahon
	3



	Steve Nicol
	1



	Steve Staunton
	0



	Tony Adams
	5





SET 38



1 / BOOKS THAT WERE INITIALLY REJECTED BY PUBLISHERS




	BOARD 1



	James Joyce
	29



	Robert M Pirsig
	3



	William Golding
	31



	J K Rowling
	75



	John le Carré
	26



	Herman Melville
	27



	Margaret Mitchell
	18



	BOARD 2



	George Orwell
	64



	Richard Adams
	25



	Stephen King
	56



	Kenneth Grahame
	38



	L M Montgomery
	5



	Ayn Rand
	3



	Yann Martel
	14





2 / REPUBLICAN US PRESIDENTS




	DONALD TRUMP
	86



	ABRAHAM LINCOLN
	9



	RONALD REAGAN
	23



	BENJAMIN HARRISON
	4



	RICHARD NIXON
	37





3 / FURNITURE




	Bureau
	32



	Chas & Dave
	27



	Emma Watson
	2



	Chippendales
	48



	Ottoman
	37





4 / WHAM! HITS




	‘Bad Boys’
	9



	‘Club Fantastic Megamix’
	0



	‘Club Tropicana’
	34



	‘Everything She Wants’
	2



	‘Freedom’
	5



	‘I’m Your Man’
	14



	‘Last Christmas’
	39



	‘The Edge of Heaven’
	2



	‘Wake Me Up Before You Go-Go’
	57



	‘Wham Rap!’
	11



	‘Where Did Your Heart Go?’
	0



	‘Young Guns (Go For It)’
	7





SET 39



1 / LATIN EXPRESSIONS USED IN ENGLISH




	BOARD 1



	Magnum opus
	6



	Carpe diem
	28



	Vox angelica
	0



	Modus operandi
	19



	Quid pro quo
	11



	Terra firma
	25



	BOARD 2



	Vice versa
	0



	Ad nauseum
	3



	Rigor mortis
	35



	Alter ego
	16



	Curriculum vitae
	4



	Et cetera
	20





2 / AUSTRIA




	Niki Lauda
	25



	Salzburg
	20



	Schilling
	19



	Sachertorte
	11



	Grossglockner
	0





3 / ARTISTS WHO HELD THE TOP TWO UK CHART POSITIONS SIMULTANEOUSLY




	Ed Sheeran
	50



	Madonna
	59



	Frankie Goes To Hollywood
	64



	The Beatles
	80



	Ariana Grande
	20





4 / CAPITAL CITIES CONTAINING SIX LETTERS OR FEWER




	Abuja
	2



	Accra
	2



	Amman
	1



	Ankara
	3



	Apia
	1



	Asmara
	0



	Astana
	0



	Athens
	14



	Baku
	1



	Bamako
	0



	Bangui
	0



	Banjul
	1



	Beirut
	1



	Berlin
	51



	Bern
	8



	Bissau
	0



	Bogota
	2



	Cairo
	12



	Dili
	0



	Dodoma
	1



	Doha
	0



	Dublin
	29



	Erevan
	0



	Hanoi
	0



	Harare
	0



	Havana
	2



	Juba
	1



	Kabul
	4



	Kiev
	2



	Kigali
	2



	Lima
	18



	Lisbon
	25



	Lome
	0



	London
	77



	Luanda
	1



	Lusaka
	1



	Madrid
	46



	Majuro
	1



	Malabo
	1



	Malé
	0



	Manama
	0



	Manila
	1



	Maputo
	0



	Maseru
	1



	Minsk
	1



	Moroni
	0



	Moscow
	31



	Muscat
	0



	Nassau
	0



	Niamey
	1



	Oslo
	46



	Ottawa
	6



	Paris
	89



	Prague
	21



	Praia
	0



	Quito
	1



	Rabat
	1



	Riga
	8



	Riyadh
	0



	Rome
	55



	Roseau
	0



	Sanaa
	1



	Seoul
	5



	Skopje
	0



	Sofia
	4



	Sucre
	0



	Suva
	1



	Tarawa
	0



	Tehran
	4



	Tirana
	2



	Tokyo
	22



	Tunis
	0



	Vaduz
	0



	Vaiaku
	0



	Vienna
	17



	Warsaw
	11



	Zagreb
	2
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1 / WEATHER PHENOMENA




	BOARD 1



	Blood rain
	5



	Rainbow
	92



	Lightning
	87



	Cyclone
	45



	Heatwave
	82



	Tornado
	77



	Cloud
	67



	BOARD 2



	Thunder
	92



	Wind
	77



	Parhelion
	0



	Fog
	69



	Northern Lights
	78



	Dew
	67



	Brocken spectre
	1





2 / CAKES AND PUDDINGS




	VICTORIA SPONGE
	23



	STICKY TOFFEE PUDDING
	20



	LEMON DRIZZLE
	41



	SPOTTED DICK
	67



	BLACK FOREST GATEAU
	3





3 / RUSSIAN WORDS IN ENGLISH




	Mammoth
	74



	Samovar
	22



	Tsar
	54



	Borzoi
	8



	Beluga
	10





4 / THE CAST OF THE PADDINGTON FILMS




	Aaron Neil
	0



	Alex Jordan
	0



	Alice Lowe
	0



	Barry Ashton
	0



	Ben Miller
	1



	Ben Whishaw
	2



	Brendan Gleeson
	0



	Cal McCrystal
	0



	Catherine Shepherd
	0



	Claire Keelan
	0



	Cleo Sylvestre
	0



	Dan Antopolski
	0



	David McKail
	0



	David Sant
	0



	Deepak Anand
	0



	Dominic Coleman
	0



	Eddie Nestor
	0



	Eileen Atkins
	0



	Emeson Nwolie
	0



	Enzo Squillino Jr
	0



	Geoff Banks
	0



	Geoffrey Lumb
	0



	Geoffrey Palmer
	0



	Gus Brown
	0



	Hamish McColl
	0



	Hugh Bonneville
	9



	Hugh Grant
	7



	Iain Mitchell
	0



	Imelda Staunton
	0



	James Bachman
	0



	Jamie Demetriou
	0



	Javier Marzan
	1



	Jean Evans
	0



	Jennie Legat
	0



	Jessica Hynes
	0



	Jim Broadbent
	0



	Joanna Lumley
	0



	Joel Fry
	0



	Johnny Derbyshire
	0



	Jude Wright
	0



	Julie Walters
	6



	Justin Edwards
	0



	Kayvan Novak
	0



	Kenneth Hadley
	0



	Kobna Holdbrook-Smith
	0



	Kya Garwood
	0



	Llewella Gideon
	0



	Lottie Steer
	0



	Louis Partridge
	0



	Madeleine Harris
	0



	Madeleine Worrall
	0



	Maggie Steed
	0



	Marie-France Alvarez
	0



	Mary Roscoe
	0



	Matt King
	0



	Matt Lucas
	0



	Meera Syal
	0



	Michael Bond
	0



	Michael Gambon
	0



	Michael Mears
	0



	Nadine Marshall
	0



	Nicholas Lumley
	0



	Nicholas Woodeson
	0



	Nicole Kidman
	1



	Noah Taylor
	0



	Peter Capaldi
	2



	Richard Ayoade
	0



	Robbie Gee
	0



	Robert Stevenson
	0



	Ross Boatman
	0



	Rufus Jones
	0



	Sally Hawkins
	0



	Sam Payne
	0



	Samuel Joslin
	0



	Sanjeev Bhaskar
	0



	Sean Bridgeman
	0



	Shola Adewusi
	0



	Simon Farnaby
	0



	Stephen McDade
	0



	Steve Edge
	0



	Steve Oram
	0



	Stewart Gilchrist
	0



	Tarik Blake
	0



	Theresa Watson
	0



	Tim Downie
	0



	Tim Fitzhigham
	0



	Toby Williams
	0



	Tom Conti
	0



	Tom Davis
	0



	Tom Meeten
	0



	Virgile Elana
	0



	Will Smith
	0
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Footnotes

INTRODUCTION

fn1 If, in fact, that’s not all you need to know: we gave 100 people 100 seconds to answer all our questions. You want to rack up as low a score as possible by offering answers that are correct and were given by the fewest people. The information was checked as A-OK when we wrote the questions – and as for what we mean by ‘country’, we’ll be reminding you of that soon enough.

SET 2

fn1 He played Harry Slater in one; Magowan in the other.

SET 5

fn1 If the players are not willing to make it as simple as that, tell them this: If a single was released as a double A-side, we will accept either of the titles; we will also accept the title of any EP that made the Top 40 in the singles chart and contains at least one of those letters (but not any of the other tracks on it).

SET 6

fn1 On no account do this.

SET 8

fn1 Also, acute accents are fine (cough, West and Central Africa).

SET 9

fn1 Of course, if you’re a jazz musician, you probably call everything that goes in someone’s mouth a ‘horn’, and good luck to you. We’re talking Mahler here, though.

SET 10

fn1 We are absolutely not including countries that only have a coastline on the Caspian ‘Sea’.

SET 13

fn1 As in, short for lápiz†

† As in, Spanish for ‘pencil’

SET 16

fn1 If someone says ‘Western Sahara’, that one is in the African Union but isn’t in the UN.

SET 19

fn1 We use the ‘Shakespeare’s Plays’ page at the RSC’s website, so anyone arguing with the list is arguing with those guys. Bad move.

SET 22

fn1 You’re advised not to accept the variants Congo Brazzaville, Ivory Coast, FYR Macedonia or Tadzhikistan.

fn2 This fact is offered as if you could play country names in Scrabble, which you can’t, except for China, Turkey, Chad, etc (as ‘china’, ‘turkey’, ‘chad’, etc).

fn3 And even if you could play country names, we’re presuming you wouldn’t try to play DEMOCRATICREPUBLICOFTHECONGO.

SET 30

fn1 If a contestant attempts Brunei Darussalam or Ivory Coast, tell them that their short-form names are Brunei and Côte d’Ivoire.
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