





Introduction



I’m Anne-Marie and I love making soaps, lotions, toiletries and more. I’ve been making soap for over 20 years and teaching it for over 15 years. I love to share free recipes, tips and tricks at my blog,
 
SoapQueen.com

 , YouTube channel,
 
SoapQueen.TV

 and have great kits and supplies to make homemade toiletries and soap at
 
BrambleBerry.com

 . This book is a compilation of recipes from my blog in an easy to read and easy to follow format. For more tips and tricks, follow me on Instagram (
 
@brambleberry

 ),
 
Facebook

 or Twitter (
 
@brambleberry

 ). When not soaping, I love cooking, reading and playing games with my two toddlers. I live in Bellingham, Washington.
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Eco Chic Soap Project – Tutorial







Using your leftover soymilk and tofu cartons was never this fun! The environmentally conscious can now recycle in a new and creative way using handmade soap or premade organic oil melt and pour base. This project can transform even the most novice crafters into a mini, environmentally-friendly Martha Stewart.
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Items Needed:



Herbs



Oatmeal



Coffee




Spirulina





Clay

 or
 
Activated Charcoal




1 pound (16 ounces)
 
Bramble Berry Melt and Pour Soap, organic base




1 ounces
 
Essential Oil

 (we used
 
Lavender

 ,
 
Orange

 and
 
Eucalyptus

 )



"Soap Mold" (a clean, used plastic food dish, like an empty yogurt container)



Spritzer full of
 
Rubbing Alcohol

 (Isopropyl Alcohol)







ONE:
 Prep your herbs and make sure they are the right size for exfoliating gently. Sharp herbs may be too abrasive on the skin.







TWO:
 Cut the organic melt and pour blocks into 1 x 1" cubes.







THREE:
 Melt the soap in 30-second increments until the soap is fully melted.
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FOUR:
 Add .25 ounces to .50 ounces of essential oil. Remember, if you use a yellow or orange colored fragrance, your soap base will look less clear and look more yellow/orange.







FIVE:
 Mix in your herbs or additives. Stir until the herbs seem mostly suspended. The cranberry seeds are very light and will float to the surface of your soap so make sure you keep stirring until the soap is thick enough to suspect the seeds.







SIX:
 Pour your scented and herbed soap into the make-shift mold







SEVEN:
 Tip: Don’t fill your make-shift soap mold all the way up. It helps for easy release to fill 85% of the way to the top and not the entire way.







EIGHT:
 Do one finishing touch of rubbing alcohol to finish off your soap and give it a nice smooth surface. Wait for the soap to harden, get the soap out, wrap with saran wrap, label and enjoy the compliments you get on your innovative way to help save the earth.









Gobble Gobble! Soapy Family Project







During Thanksgiving week you’re probably preparing to either go to your in-laws or for them to descend onto your house. If you are looking for a fun family project to do together, or perhaps something to entertain your long-lost-cousin who just wants to hide in the corner, this is the seasonal project for you. Plus! It’s an easy beginner’s project so even though the final product looks complex? It just requires you to follow directions.
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Items needed:




Jelly Roll Pan




Festive Seasonal Cookie Cutter




Clear Melt and Pour





Soap Kit Syringe Injector





Micas

 in Fall Colors



Spritzer full of
 
Rubbing Alcohol

 (Isopropyl Alcohol)




Fragrance Oil

 (suggestions:
 
Pumpkin Spice

 ,
 
Gingersnap

 ,
 
AppleJack Peel

 )







ONE:
 Prepare the Soap for the cookie cutter portion. We used
 
Cappuccino Mica

 color in clear soap, scented it with AppleJack Peel. The Jelly Roll pan uses about 8 ounces of melt and pour soap to make a thin layer (thin enough to push through, that is). To prepare your soap, melt it in the microwave on 30 second bursts. Color your soap to preference and add about 0.13 to 0.25 ounces of fragrance. Stir well.
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TWO:
 Pour your soap into the Jelly Roll silicone pan. Spritz with a finishing touch of alcohol. Allow to harden.







THREE:
 Gently peel the soap out of the mold. Use your cookie cutter to press out fall holiday shapes.







FOUR:
 Prepare your clear soap. Melt the soap in 30 second bursts. Once it’s melted, add fragrance. Be sure to choose a non-yellowing fragrance or at least a fragrance that stays clear.







FIVE:
 Pour off a little of your fragranced, clear soap into 3 little pots. You want .5 ounces to 1 ounces of soap per pots. Bonus points if your pots can be reheated in the microwave. Color each of these with a fall color. You want these to be bright vibrant colors so they really stand out.
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SIX:
 Pour a thin layer of clear soap into the bottom of the Jelly Roll Pan. Wait for soap to harden.







SEVEN:
 Spray the thin layer of clear soap liberally with alcohol. Spray your turkey (or other fall cut out soap) liberally with alcohol. Place the turkey down on the top of the clear soap.







EIGHT:
 Take your Soap Syringe/Injector and draw up a syringe full of colored soap (remember those little pots of colored soap? Now is the time to use them! If they’ve solidified, it’s okay, reheat and remelt). Pretend you’re Jackson Pollock and start drizzling. Alternate colors. Spray some more rubbing alcohol. Alternate more colors. Syringe, soap, syringe, soap, syringe. Let this masterpiece harden.







NINE:
 Prepare your background soap. It can be any color you want (we used green, gold, white and ivory - they all looked great!) so long as the drizzles stand out from the rest of the soap in a dramatic and impressive fashion. Spray your Pollock strings with alcohol. Make sure your over pour soap is around 120 to 130 degrees so it doesn’t melt your design. Pour the over pour soap gently over the entire pan, filling it 7/8th to the top or as thick as you want your soap to be.
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TEN:
 Wait for the soap to harden. This will take at least an hour if not longer. It’s a thick slab of soap at this point. Gently peel out of the mold and cut into squares. I used the handy dandy
 
scraper cutter

 but you could use a butcher knife.







Wrap in saran wrap, give away at Thanksgiving or use these for fun and easy place settings. Stick a skewer in them to make a sign.









Gift Series - Snowflake Soap Tutorial







I love how intricate this project looks. In reality, these soaps are quite simple thanks to the well-designed mold. These adorable little soaps can be as cheap as 49 each to make.*
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Items Needed:




Clear Melt and Pour Soap Base





White Melt and Pour Soap Base





Iridescent Glitter





Brilliant Blue Lab Color





Snowflake Soap Mold





Fragrance Oil

 (we used
 
Fresh Snow

 )



Microwave safe containers for melting soap spoon for stirring



Spritzer full of
 
Rubbing Alcohol

 (Isopropyl Alcohol)







ONE:
 Cut up soap into cubes and place clear in one container and white in the other. Melt the soap in the microwave in short bursts until both clear and white are fully melted.







TWO:
 Add soap safe glitter, Brilliant Blue color and fragrance or essential oil of choice to melted clear soap. Add fragrance to melted white soap. I like to use 0.25 to 0.5 ounces per pound of soap for a strong scent. Learn how to dilute the
 
LabColors here

 .
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THREE:
 Place one of the colors in the details of the snowflake design. I like to spray a layer of rubbing alcohol into the detail portion area, fill up my dropper or syringe and then gently flow the soap into the detail lattice. The alcohol helps the soap flow smoothly into all the crevices. Once it has set-up (usually just a couple of minutes) scrape away any soap that has overflowed outside of the design area with the dental pick tool in the tool kit or a dull butter knife. Because of the raised design, it’s easy to just scrape the back even with the edges to clean up the details.
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FOUR:
 Spritz the design with rubbing alcohol. Pour other color in the mold – making sure the soap is not so hot that it will melt the detail soap already in there. The ideal temperature for pouring any of the
 
Bramble Berry house bases

 for over pour is around 120 degrees.







FIVE:
 Allow to set-up for a few hours or overnight before popping them out of the mold.



If you’re giving these as gifts, the
 
organza bags

 finish them off nicely or you can use a little bit of saran wrap and a heat gun to achieve professional looking soap at your own kitchen table. Print out your labels from our
 
holiday label designs

 and you’ve got the perfect stocking stuffer or handmade gift.







* The Fine Print:
 to get to our 49 each price we factored in one mold, 2 pounds of clear, 2 pounds of white M&P soap base, 1/2 ounces glitter, 1 ounces of fragrance and  bottle of blue lab color. In reality we don’t think you would actually use that much color and glitter but just in case.













Easy Candy Corn Soap Project







This project starts with the same basic steps as Soapylove’s birthday cake soap with the layering concept. Pouring layers using our flexible loaf mold is easy.
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Items Needed:



48 ounces of
 
Goat Milk Melt And Pour Soap





Canary Labcolor





Liquid Orange





Butter Cream and Snickerdoodle Fragrance Oil





Silicone Loaf Mold





Clean Up Tool








ONE:
 Melt approximately 16 ounces of melt and pour soap (We used Goats milk Melt and Pour) and color with a yellow color. You could use Canary Labcolor or Non-Bleeding Yellow Oxide. Fragrance this layer. If you use a discoloring vanilla based fragrance, be sure to use some Vanilla Color Stabilizer. Allow this layer to harden with a thick skin (approximately 5 minutes).
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TWO:
 Melt an additional 16 ounces of Goats milk Melt and Pour, fragrance and color it with an orange (such as Liquid Orange or Orange Labcolor). Spritz the first layer with Rubbing alcohol then pour. Allow this layer to harden.







THREE:
 Spritz the orange layer with alcohol and Finish off the layers with another pound of non-colored (but fragranced) white Goats milk Melt and Pour.
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FOUR:
 Unmold your soap and slice into inch thick slabs with a scraper/cutter or a large knife. Then, carefully cut a basic triangle shape with a sharp paring knife.
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FIVE:
 Finally, bevel the sides using the cleaning tool from our Tool Kit for that authentic Candy Corn look. We used our Buttercream Frosting fragrance for a close approximation to the sugary sweet candy scent.









Crescent Moon Tutorial - Day One







PJ generously shared her technique for making realistic Starry Night soaps at the Soap Intensive Weekend held at Otion. The following recipe makes 4 Bars of Crescent Moon Soap.
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Items Needed:



Pre-heat 4 quart pan of water on simmer (for rinsing your tools)



1 dropper full of
 
Gardenia Fragrance Oil




6 droppers full of
 
Lily

 or
 
Lilac

 Fragrance Oil



4 ounces
 
White Shea Butter Melt and Pour Soap




20 ounces
 
Clear Shaving Melt and Pour Soap





Ultramarine Blue Oxide





Liquid Black Oxide




 2 microwavable containers one large 20 ounces and one smaller 8 ounces



1 four cavity
 
Crescent Moon Mold




1
 
White Spatula




1
 
Injector tool




Spritzer full of
 
Rubbing Alcohol

 (Isopropyl Alcohol)



Paper Towels (white)



Plastic wrap



1 small sized foil ball (loosely crumpled sheet)



Or just buy the
 
entire kit from Brambleberry.com








ONE:
 Heat your water to a low simmer. Place the ball of foil under the right side of the crescent moon mold (so soap will slightly pool into the moon on the left). We used a paper plate since we didn’t have the foil close at hand.
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TWO:
 Cut your shea butter soap into Ice cube sized chunks and place in the small microwavable container, cover with plastic wrap and zap for 30 seconds, stir; if it’s not quite melted give it another 12 seconds or ‘til just melted (do not overheat). Add one dropper of gardenia and blend in. Spray the mold.
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THREE:
 Stick the tip of the dropper into the melted/scented white shea butter soap and draw the plunger back ‘til the injector is full.







FOUR:
 Mist one moon cavity with alcohol (3 sprays) and immediately inject the white soap from the right/higher side of the mold so soap fills in the stars and completely fills in the moon on the left. Repeat 3 more times.







FIVE:
 If the soap in the injector cools off before you’ve finished you can always squirt it back in its container [immediately clear the injector by drawing up hot water and squirting it back into your pan] and zap for another 6-12 seconds or whatever time is needed to reheat – then re-mist and inject any empty cavity that is still in need of the first white layer. Let the white soap totally harden 10 min or so.







SIX:
 While the first layer is hardening, cut up your clear soap into ice cube sized bits, cover with plastic wrap and microwave in the larger microwavable container for 55 seconds. Stir, cover and zap for another 30 seconds or until the clear soap is completely melted making sure to stir each time you check to avoid creating hot spots (again, you do not want to overheat your soap).







When your clear soap is melted you are going to add 3 squirts of Ultramarine blue and stir in completely. Then add 1-3 drops of black oxide to your liking. The resulting color should be a deep navy blue soap. At this point stick your pinkie finger into the soap and if it’s not hot enough to burn your finger go ahead and add your Lily Fragrance Oil and stir in completely. Cover with plastic wrap and set aside.
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SEVEN:
 By this point the white soap you injected into in the mold is likely to be ready (touch with your finger to make sure it’s hard). Then hold the entire mold up to the light and you should be able to some faint impression of the mold design. Knowing that the moon is on the left, begin to scrape (with your white scraping tool) very thin layers of soap from right to left, hold up to the light, scrape more, hold up to the light, scrape more.







MORE STEP SEVEN:
 By the 3rd scraping or so you can actually start to feel the bottom of the mold and that’s ok. What you want to achieve is to scrape most of the soap from the bottom, while leaving the stars and moon intact. At some point you can only guess what the finished product will look like (but generally speaking -- if you leave too much soap at the bottom you may end up with really heavy clouds, if you scrape off too much you may actually scrape your stars off and end up with just a moon so aim for something between the extremes).
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EIGHT:
 Now it’s time to revisit the navy blue Lily scented soap. Uncover and stir if it has begun to cool down to the point where there are thick spots just zap it for 20 seconds and stir. The Navy soap is ready to pour over the white soap in the mold when it is completely blended yet still warm enough to hold your pinkie finger tip in without any pain at all. The idea being, you want it liquid, but cool enough so it won’t melt your thinnest star detail in your mold. Spritz the white layer!
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NINE:
 When the navy soap is at the right temperature cover it back up with the plastic wrap, spray a single cavity with alcohol 5 sprays (to cover the entire bottom of the mold) peel back the plastic wrap and fill the cavity in one fast pour and spray the filled cavity with one spray of alcohol to remove any bubbles. Spray the 2nd cavity, and fill with one fast pour, continue ‘til you’re done. Spritz the white layer!







Spritz the back of the soap to remove any excess bubbles from pouring.







TEN:
 Let the mold set overnight if possible (or at least 4 hours). FYI, The clear shaving soap takes much longer to harden than the white shea butter soap. After the soaps have cooled (for at least 4 hours), for best results, cover the cooled soaps still in the mold with plastic wrap and turn detail side up in your freezer under the blower for 3 minutes then pull out and give one quick firm push to each cavity.









Realistic Clamshell Soaps
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Items Needed:



Pre-heat 4 quart pan of water on simmer (for rinsing your tools)



1 dropperful of
 
Gardenia Fragrance Oil




1 dropperful of
 
Sensuous Sandalwood




6 dropperful of
 
Sea Moss Fragrance Oil




6 ounces
 
White Shea Butter Melt and Pour Soap




32 ounces
 
Clear Shaving Melt and Pour Soap





Liquid Brown Oxide




 
Liquid Green Oxide





Liquid Black Oxide




4 microwavable containers one large 20 ounces and three smaller 8 ounces



1 four cavity
 
Mold Market Clamshell Mold




1
 
Clean Up Tool




1
 
Injector tool




1 strong metal dinner fork (with straight tines)



Spritzer full of
 
Rubbing Alcohol

 (Isopropyl Alcohol)



Plastic wrap







ONE:
 Heat your water to a low simmer. Cut your 6 ounces of white shea butter soap into ice cube size pieces, place in one of the small containers, cover with plastic wrap and set aside. Cut 6 ounces of clear shaving soap, place in small container, cover with plastic wrap and set aside. Cut another 6 ounces of shaving soap place in small container, cover with plastic wrap and set aside. Cut about 16—20 ounces of clear shaving soap into small pieces, place into the large container and cover with plastic wrap.







At this point you have:



1 small container of white shea soap



2 small containers of clear shaving soap



1 large container of clear shaving soap
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TWO:
 For 30 seconds microwave one of the small containers of clear soap (heat 10 additional seconds at a time if needed) and add a little of brown oxide and one dropper of Sea Moss fragrance. The result should be a translucent amber liquid soap that does not burn your pinkie finger. In the photo above, we’re using pre-mixed brown oxide in liquid glycerin.







THREE:
 Pour about a Tablespoon and a half of the light translucent soap into one of the cavities and turn the entire mold until you’ve covered the sides and bottom of the mold. The layer doesn’t need to be even or look like anything special and don’t worry about spilling soap over the sides as you can always wait a minute or two and use the scraper tool to replace any spilled soap into the container it originated from. Do the same for each of the cavities. We call this the "Swirl ‘n’ Twirl" method. Keep rotating the mold around in a circular fashion until the bulk of the soap has hardened up fully on all sides. It’s okay if it’s a little thicker in places.
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FOUR:
 Now, for 30 seconds take the 2nd small container of clear soap cover it and melt in the microwave for 30 seconds or so and add 5 parts of brown oxide, one part black oxide and one part of green oxide (heat 10 additional seconds at a time if needed, stirring each time); when melted add one dropperful of Sandalwood fragrance. The teacher for this method, PJ, likes to scent each layer separately. This is an optional thing. If you’d like one fragrance for all the layers, it won’t affect the integrity of the soap at all.
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FIVE:
 One at a time, spray with rubbing alcohol the first translucent layer in one of your shell molds and immediately add about a tablespoon and a half of the dark brown soap into the mold on top of the translucent soap, turning the mold until the sides and bottom are mostly covered (imperfections at this layer add to the look of the soap). Keep rotating the mold around in a circular fashion until the bulk of the soap has hardened up fully on all sides. It’s okay if it’s a little thicker in places. Use the scraper tool to replace any spilled soap into the container it originated from.







SIX:
 While waiting for the second layer to harden, use the large container and melt 16 to 20 ounces of clear shaving soap for 55 seconds, checking, stirring and heating an additional 30 seconds until melted. Add black oxide and color soap dark enough to hide your white scraping tool up to the point where the handle starts - if you can see to the far end of the tool you need to add a little blacker. You could just dump a bunch of black oxide in but this way ("the sort of opaque yet also still translucent" way) you get just enough to create a black bar while not also ending up with black suds. When you are happy with the color, add 5 or so full droppers of Sea Moss Fragrance Oil. Cover and set aside.
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SEVEN:
 Check your layers and carve extra gloppy soap away - but don’t try to make it perfect. You just need to get an even look so that the tines of the fork go through and into all parts of the soap easily.
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EIGHT:
 Using your fork, push the tines in at the narrow end of the mold through the first two thin layers until you are touching the bottom of the mold, slowly pulling the fork across the bottom of the shell mold (in an arching pattern across the ridges of the shell) while applying pressure. The idea here is to create stripes/striations without pulling the actual layers up from the bottom of the mold - you just want to pull up the thin lines/stripes. Most forks will allow for two arching passes along the bottom of the mold (one smaller arch at the bottom of the shell and another above that). This is a slow process. Don’t rush it, lest you make holes in your layers.







NINE:
 Apply this process to each cavity then when you are done with the fork, get your double sided cleanup tool and using the pointy/curved end, make sure each of the stripes go all the way to the bottom. I also usually like to widen 3 random stripes to give a more natural look to the finished soap.







TEN:
 Hold up to the light to check your work. Note the variety of line widths. This helps to add to the natural final effect of the soap. Also, in the photo below, notice the large chunks of brown soap missing. This effect happens if you rush a bit during the forking tine process.







ELEVEN:
 When the first two thin layers are set and the striping is to your satisfaction, cover and zap the small container of white soap for 30 seconds or so. When heated add one dropper of Gardenia Fragrance and blend well. Cover and set nearby.
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TWELVE:
 Before pouring your white layer into your mold lavishly spray one cavity 5-6 times with rubbing alcohol covering all exposed surfaces in the mold and immediately pour in about 2 tablespoons of white soap and roll the mold around until ALL the white soap seeps into the crevices (i.e., the stripes you created with the fork and cleaning tool). It doesn’t matter at this point how ugly a mess you think you’ve created or how thick and blobbed your white soap is - it will just add character to the bar as it is used. Use the scraper tool to replace any spilled soap into the container it originated from.
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THIRTEEN:
 Let the white layer set for at least 15 minutes, then reheat your large container of black sea moss soap if needed (not too hot), spray one cavity at a time with alcohol and fill quickly with black until all cavities are filled. Pour the black soap now. It should be cool enough to not melt the first few layers after cooling for 15 minutes. Notice the poised Rubbing Alcohol Spritzer. This ensures that layers will stick together and that there will not be unsightly bubbles on your finished soap.







FOURTEEN:
 After the soaps have cooled (for at least 4 hours), you can cover the cooled soaps still in the mold with plastic wrap and turn detail side up in your freezer under the blower for 3 minutes then pull out and give one quick firm push to each cavity.









Summer Flip Flop Soaps







These flip flop soaps for summer are simple to make and look impressive when finished.
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Items Needed:



6 ounces of
 
Shea Melt and Pour





Blue Mix Labcolor





Lavender Fragrance Oil





Flip Flop Mold




Spritzer full of
 
Rubbing Alcohol

 (Isopropyl Alcohol)



1
 
Dropper








ONE:
 Melt a small amount of your Shea Melt and Pour in a microwave safe dish (Pyrex or a coffee mug will work). Stir in a couple drops of your fragrance oil (usage rate is 0.25 to 0.5 ounces per pound of soap). Fill your dropper with the white soap base and pour it into the flower/thong part of the flip flop soap mold. Give this a spritz with alcohol to get rid of those bubbles.
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TWO:
 After the first layer has had a chance to solidify, melt the rest of your soap in the microwave. Add your Lavender Fragrance Oil and 1 drop of your Blue Mix Labcolor. Add more color if you want a darker blue. I loved the pastel color that I got with just 1 drop. If you want a bright blue, just remember that you’ll want to use clear soap because white + blue = light baby pastel blue. Before you add your blue layer, give your first layer another spritz with alcohol to ensure that your layers will stick together. Fill the mold to the top with your beautiful blue soap and spritz once again for a smooth finish.







THREE:
 Let the soaps cool for about 5-6 hours before popping them out of their molds.









School’s Out! Soap Project for Kidlets







When school is out for the summer it is the time for kids’ projects galore! This project is suitable for kids 6 years and older. It’s technically safe for younger kids but usually, their manual dexterity isn’t quite up to doing extreme detail work. But, if you like a more free form, abstract art look, by all means, give your 3 year old a dropper and get to work.
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This is all about using a dropper to accentuate the animals. As you can see from the above photo, some of the little critters have quite a few colors and layers to achieve their look.







Items Needed:




Clear Melt and Pour Soap Base





White Melt and Pour Soap Base

 (if you want opaque soaps)




Non-bleeding Colorants




 
Fragrance Oils




Kids Critters
 
1

 ,
 
2

 ,
 
3

 ,
 
4

 ,
 
5

 Molds or
 
Amphibians

 Mold




Droppers




Pyrex container



Spoons



Spritzer full of
 
Rubbing Alcohol

 (Isopropyl Alcohol)



The molds hold approximately 2.5 ounces each and there are 4 cavities.







Great fragrances for kids are
 
Strawberry

 ,
 
Tropical Vacation

 ,
 
Watermelon

 ,
 
Sun Ripened





Raspberry

 and
 
Pearberry

 Fragrance Oils.







ONE:
 Cut 12 ounces of Clear (or White) Melt and Pour up into chunks and microwave until the soap is fully melted. Pour off one ounces of melted soap into three or four small containers. Fragrance (1 dropperful of 3 mls will be plenty) and color these small containers. You’ll use these to do detail work. Ideally, you want the containers to be microwaveable, just in case your soap hardens up before you can use it.
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TWO:
 After the color and fragrance have been fully stirred into the soap, draw up the colored soap into your dropper. Be sure to have your alcohol close at hand so you can ensure layer adhesion and no bubbles. Carefully dropper the soap into the detailed crevices in the soap. If there are any bubbles, spritz with alcohol to break the surface tension and remove bubbles. Wait for a thin skin to form and move onto the next color. Continue layering and filling in details until the faces have been filled out. Spray with alcohol liberally between layers.







THREE:
 Once the detail work has been completed, fill in the rest of the molds with the remainder of the soap. There should be around 8 ounces (or more) left. Be sure to fragrance the over pour. If you are using the Bramble Berry house clear or white soap base, the ideal temperature for pouring the second layer is between 120 and 125. If the soap is steaming or is too hot to put your finger in, it will melt your detail work. Patience is your friend.







FOUR:
 Spray the detail work with alcohol and pour the over pour. Wait four hours and gently pop out your fabulous creations.









Making Play Dough Soap







Adding cornstarch to Melt and Pour soap turns your soap into a play dough fantasy land! Let your kids sculpt soap into any shape and let it air dry. These hardened shapes can be used in the bath or embedded for a unique soap look.
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Items Needed:




Clear Melt and Pour Soap Base




Corn Starch




Soap Mold

 (optional, if embedding)



Microwave safe container



Saran Wrap [plastic cling wrap]



Spritzer full of
 
Rubbing Alcohol

 (Isopropyl Alcohol)




Glycerin Colors

 (We used
 
Cherry Red

 and
 
Liquid Green Oxide

 )




Fragrance Oil








ONE:
 Cut melt and pour into 1” cubes and put into microwave safe container (6ounces of soap should be plenty), cover with saran wrap and microwave for 30 second intervals until soap is melted. Add your fragrance oil to the soap and stir.







TWO:
 Add the Corn starch to the soap, about 4 tablespoons for 6ounces of soap and stir, stir, stir! The cornstarch may not be very willing to mix in, just keep stirring and it will eventually mix in for you. You can scoop out any floating clumps with a spoon if they just refuse to cooperate.







THREE:
 Decide how many colors you want and pour the corn starched soap into individual containers, one per color then add your colorants.
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FOUR:
 Let the soap cool, it is easiest to work with if it is still soft and warm. We have found that pouring a thin layer of the soap out into a mold (not the one you plan on using), or even on your counter is the quickest and easiest way to do this. Once the soap has stiffened it will peel off easily. (For this example we poured little pools of soap onto the counter)







FIVE:
 Knead the soap in your hand, depending on how cold it is it may take a minute to be moldable - then do this with all of your colors.







SIX:
 Start sculpting! Let your sculpted soap sit for about an hour to fully harden. You can use your soap as it is just like this - or you can embed your masterpiece in clear soap to make it last a little longer.







To Embed:



ONE:
 Follow step 1 and use clear soap. Then pour a thin layer of the soap into the mold and spray with alcohol to pop any bubbles.







TWO:
 Let this layer sit until there is a stiff skin on top, spray with alcohol – this helps the next layer stick







THREE:
 Get your sculpted soap and spray it on all sides with alcohol then set onto the first layer of soap







FOUR:
 Fill the mold the rest of the way full with the clear soap and spray with alcohol







FIVE:
 Let this sit for a few hours before removing (the longer you wait the easier it will be to remove from the mold) Voila! A crafty, handmade soap with your own molded creation inside!









3D Loofah Soap - Weekend Soap Project







This project is a fun weekend activity to do with your family.






[image: ]







Items Needed:




Clear Melt and Pour Soap Base





3-D Soap Mold




Microwave safe container



Saran Wrap



Spritzer full of
 
Rubbing Alcohol

 (Isopropyl Alcohol)




Colorant

 optional, not needed if loofah is colored




Fragrance Oil




Loofah



Butter Knife
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ONE:
 Take apart your 3-D mold and place on counter







TWO:
 Get your loofah and place into the mold (if your loofah is large this may be tricky, here is what we did to get ours to fit)



a. Pull a small side of the loofah away from the body



b. Wrap this layer around the rest of the loofah, enclosing it into a ball



c. Lay this into your mold, using first your finger then your butter knife to hold it in place



d. Leaving the butter knife there to hold the loofah in place, assemble your mold



e. Once the mold is assembled and rubber bands are in place, slide the butter knife out of the top opening, your loofah is tucked nicely inside!







THREE:
 Cut your melt and pour into 1" cubes, put into microwave safe container and cover with saran wrap







FOUR:
 Microwave for 30sec intervals until soap is melted. Add your fragrance (and color if you choose)







FIVE:
 Spray a few times into the mold with your alcohol







SIX:
 Pour your melted soap base into the mold, watch as you do this, the soap will rise to the top and settle a few times as it soaks into and around the loofah. Keep filling until you are sure it is full.







SEVEN:
 Spray the top with alcohol







EIGHT:
 Slightly tip the mold side to side and tap on the counter to release any trapped air bubbles. (You may want to repeat this step a few times)







NINE:
 Spray the top with alcohol







TEN:
 Let sit for a few hours until hardened. (The longer you wait the easier it is to unmold)







ELEVEN:
 Trim the edges of the soap; if you have to cut away a little bit of loofah this is okay. It should still hold together once you get down to it.







Your family and friends will be amazed and delighted by your scrubby soap on a rope triumph.









Strawberry Shortcake Soaps







I love it when the Otionites have to work an entire shift themselves. They can’t go outside to get food because there’s no one mind to mind the store. They start to obsess about food - all kinds of delicious, ooey gooey food.
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Check out these amazing creations that Erik made on one such lonely, dreamy day at
 
Otion

 .







Items Needed:




Melt and Pour Soap Base





Foaming Bath Butter





Strawberry Mold





Basic Rectangle Mold








He says that all you need to make these treats is a little bit of time, a lot of patience and about $2 in materials.
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ONE:
 Make the Strawberries. Erik used
 
Fuscia

 and
 
Red

 Labcolors to get the perfect red.







TWO:
 Make the Shortcake. Erik used
 
Goats Milk Melt and Pour

 which has a natural ivory tint in the
 
Basic Rectangle Mold

 .







THREE:
 Whip and fragrance the Foaming Bath Butter. We suggest
 
Strawberry

 or
 
Vanilla

 or
 
Coconut

 Fragrance Oil.







FOUR:
 Build your Shortcake. It’s that easy.







To Make Drizzled Chocolate Strawberries



ONE:
 Make the Strawberries.







TWO:
 Drizzle melted
 
Cappuccino

 -colored clear melt and pour over the strawberries







THREE:
 Drizzle melted
 
Pearly White-colored

 clear melt and pour over the strawberries for a nifty accent effect













Calling Summer Sun in Bellingham







I hope these
 S
 ummer Sunflower soaps make you smile. Look at how close it looks to a real sunflower!
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Items Needed:




Clear Melt and Pour Soap Base





Sunflower Labcolor





Java Beans Labcolor





Pearly White Mica





Fuscia Labcolor





Cappuccino Mica





Sunflower Mold








ONE:
 Melt a small amount of your clear M&P soap base in a small heat safe container. I usually use a small glass Pyrex or coffee mug. For this project, you’ll only need about 16 ounces of soap base to make 4 stunningly beautiful sunflowers. Divide the soap into about 4-5 different sections for different colors and layers. It never hurts to have a little extra.







Hint:
 You can use a white base if you want a soft and pastel colored flower. I wanted my sunflower to be bright and vibrant so I chose a clear base.
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TWO:
 Color your melted soap base with the Sunflower Labcolor and pour into the petals part of your mold. Don’t forget to spritz each layer with alcohol to eliminate bubbles and to make sure your layers stick together.







Hint:
 I do another spritz after each layer has hardened and right before I pour the second layer.



This will help the layers stick together.







THREE:
 Melt a little more clear soap base (if you haven’t already) and color with the Cappuccino Mica for the center of the flower. For the darker shade in the center, I used the Java Bean Mica.







Hint:
 For that extra special attention to detail, pour a thin layer of clear soap colored with our Fuscia True Tone over the yellow petals and the brown center. This will show through a little bit and give it that shaded and realistic look. Don’t forget to spritz between layers.







Final Step:
 Almost done; you can use any color here for the final layer. I think it would look great finished off with the same Sunflower Labcolor. I just chose our simple Cappuccino Mica and it turned out realistic, sunny and perfect for summer (eyes downcast modestly, of course).









Button Flowers for Summer







It must be the overcast weather in Bellingham that makes me gravitate towards this happy flower soap.
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The Daisy on the left is my favorite. Because the color is a bleeding colorant, it won’t stay beautifully mottled. Within two to three weeks, the entire white bar should be more of a muted pink without the unique look the bar is sporting now.







Items Needed:




Petite Bendly Flower Soap Mold





Clear Melt and Pour Soap Base





White Melt and Pour Soap Base





Fragrance Oil

 of your choice (I suggest
 
Moonlight Pomegranate

 or
 
Energy

 )




Merlot Sparkle Mica

 , Non-Bleeding Red,
 
Red Labcolor

 and
 
Sparkle Gold Mica

 .
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The bars on the right and middle are simple multi pour soaps.







Simple Instructions:
 Melt, color and fragrance the soap in different containers. Pour the soaps at the same time. They will naturally swirl and mingle in a surprising fashion. I painted gold on the rims of the soap molds before pouring. That’s where the sheen comes from.







The white soap on the left is actually just a white over pour with chunked up pieces of red soap cut up very small to give a different embedding look. All three bars are simple to make and use basic melt and pour techniques yet they look so varied and different. Melt and Pour truly is a consumable and usable art form.









Candy Swirl Soap







This recipe can be made to look like your favorite candy swirl.
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Items Needed:




White Melt and Pour Soap Base





Clear Melt and Pour Soap Base





Non-Bleeding Colorant





Fragrance Oil

 or Essential Oil




Round Mold




Spritzer full of
 
Rubbing Alcohol

 (Isopropyl Alcohol)



Knife (a little paring knife)







ONE:
 Cut soap into small squares







TWO:
 Melt soap in a coffee cup or Pyrex container (or whatever you have that is heat safe in the microwave).
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THREE:
 Add scent to melted soap base. I used .25 ounces of fragrance per pound of soap. Pour soap base into the round mold and spritz with a finishing touch of alcohol. If you are incredibly impatient (like me), put mold into the freezer for roughly 25 minutes. If you want to do things the "right" way to ensure no condensation is formed, wait 2 hours and pop the soap out of the molds.
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FOUR:
 With a very small bladed knife make a mark in the center of the circle. Proceed to cut the round soap into eight sections using the mark as a starting point on each cut. You get extra bonus points if you cut the sections curved. It’s harder than it looks to cut them curved! Out of the eight sections, pick the four that align with each other the best.
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FIVE:
 Place the four sections back into the round mold. Pour a THIN layer of clear soap into the bottom of the mold. Let this layer of soap harden (approximately 7-10 min). This is to make sure the curved pieces stay in place when the fill color is added.







SIX:
 Fill another coffee cup or heat safe Pyrex with soap. Melt the soap and add color (to preference) and fragrance.
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SEVEN:
 Let melted soap cool so that it is no longer steaming and won’t burn your finger (if you were to dip your finger in the glass). The goal is to have the soap cool enough to not melt the white pinwheel swirls. Spray the four pieces of white soap in the round mold with rubbing alcohol and pour the remaining colored soap into the mold, over the pinwheel soap cut outs. The rubbing alcohol ensures that the pieces will adhere nicely to your over pour.
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EIGHT:
 Place mold back into the freezer for roughly 25 minutes if you’re impatient and willing to get condensation on your soaps. If you want to ensure that you don’t get glycerin dew on your soaps, resist the urge to hurry the process and wait 3 hours before gently popping your soaps out.







NINE:
 Enjoy!







While these aren’t Pinwheel soaps, I think this type of wrapping would be phenomenal for the Pinwheel Soap Project.









Loopy Soap







Welcome to my fun Loopy Soap! What in the world is Loopy Soap? Follow along and find out.
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This soap is easy to make utilizing our silicone loaf molds.







Items Needed:




Clear Melt and Pour Soap Base





Non-Bleeding Purple Colorant





Heavy Metal Gold




2 parts
 
Shamrock Green Mica

 to 1 part
 
Vintage Grey

 to create the perfect green




Fragrance Oil

 (I used
 
Red Lychee Tea

 )




Plastic Loaf Mold





Silicone Loaf Mold




Pyrex (or heat safe glass)



Spritzer full of
 
Rubbing Alcohol

 (Isopropyl Alcohol)



Spoon







ONE:
 Melt 8 ounces of clear soap in the microwave.







TWO:
 Color with non-bleeding purple. Pour into Silicone Baking Tray.







Optional:
 If using an old or dried out melt and pour, add 1 Tablespoon of Liquid Glycerin at Step Two to help with pliability.







THREE:
 After soap has hardened (about 20 minutes), gently peel soap out of mold. Cut into strips. Start to fold the soap over and on itself.
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Tip:
 Fold within 20 or 30 minutes of pouring. If you wait too long, the soap will form small cracks (like the soap in the photo). The cracks will also happen if you put the soap in the freezer to speed the hardening process. It’s important that you allow the soap to harden at room temperature.







FOUR:
 Carefully position the soap in the mold, checking to make sure the fit is perfect.
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FIVE:
 Repeat Steps 1 - 4 with the Heavy Metal Gold Mica. I used a flexible Silicone Baking Pan in a circle for the Heavy Metal Gold color.







SIX:
 Position the Purple Swirls on the bottom of the mold with the Gold Loops on top in a matching fashion.







SEVEN:
 Melt 16 ounces of clear soap in a Pyrex Container. Melt another 16 ounces of soap in a separate container.







EIGHT:
 Fragrance with a minimum of 2 ounces of fragrance. You can use all the way up to 3 ounces depending on personal preference.







NINE:
 Color one of the 16 ounces melted soap with Blue Green Mica. Leave the other container of soap uncolored.







TEN:
 Spray the purple and gold curls thoroughly with rubbing alcohol. With the soap base over pour *not* steaming, pour the blue soap on one side of the mold while simultaneously pouring the clear soap from the other side of the mold







ELEVEN:
 Do a quick spritz of rubbing alcohol over the top of your mold. Allow the soap to harden fully overnight.







TWELVE:
 Gently peel soap mold from sides of soap until airlock is broken. Carefully push soap out of the mold.







Final Step:
 Cut the soap and surprise yourself with how amazing it looks.









Mother’s Day Rose Soap Project







It’s never too early to shower the woman who gave you life with gifts galore. We’ve designed some easy soap, lotion and lip balm projects around the flavor fragrance Passionfruit Rose. It’s an edible fragrance oil so it can be used in all manner of products, not just soap and lotions. A big shout out to the
 
Otionites

 who spearheaded the fun creativity of this project.






[image: ]







Items Needed:




Flexible Rose Mold




LabColors
 
Canary

 ,
 
Red

 &
 
Emerald





White Melt and Pour Soap Base





Clear Melt and Pour Soap Base





Droppers





Passionfruit Rose Fragrance & Flavor




Spritzer full of
 
Rubbing Alcohol

 (Isopropyl Alcohol)







ONE:
 Melt 2 ounces of clear melt and pour. Color it with one drop of Emerald Green Labcolor (or any green you have). Draw up the melted green soap into a dropper. Carefully dropper the melted soap into the vines on the soap mold.
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TWO:
 Repeat step one with a yellow, red or any rose color you’d like. Dropper the melted soap into the rose. If you are using clear LabColors, the bubbles will show through the front of the rose so be sure to spritz away any bubbles that form with rubbing alcohol.
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THREE:
 Once the roses and vines have set up, carefully tilt the soap mold and outline the vines on the side of the soap mold. Hold the mold steady as the green soap hardens in the vines.







FOUR:
 Melt the white soap in the microwave. Add Passionfruit Rose flavor fragrance and stir the fragrance in fully. If your soap is steaming, it is too warm and will melt vines and roses.







FIVE:
 Spritz the vines and roses with alcohol to help adhesion of the white melt and pour layer.







SIX:
 Slowly pour the melted, scented white melt and pour into the mold. Spritz the back of the soap, once poured, with alcohol to get rid of any pesky lingering bubbles.
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SEVEN:
 Wait for soap to harden fully. Gently pull mold away from sides of soap and carefully push soap out. Marvel at your creation. Wrap it and label it with love.







Hints for getting layers to stick:



-Fresh soap is best



-Use the same brand of clear melt and pour as white melt and pour



-Alcohol between layers helps adhesion



-Pouring layers quickly helps adhesion









Celebration Soap Project







This is a simple project, suitable for children and soapmakers of all skill levels.
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Items Needed:




Clear Melt and Pour Soap Base





White Melt and Pour Soap Base




(Non-bleeding)
 
blue liquid pigment





Champagne fragrance oil





Oval Mold





Iridescent Glitter





Petite Bendy Stars Soap Mold




Pyrex container



Spoons



Spritzer full of
 
Rubbing Alcohol

 (Isopropyl Alcohol)







ONE:
 Make the stars by melting 4 ounces white melt and pour soap in the microwave. Add 2 drops of non-bleeding blue color and stir well.
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TWO:
 Pour into Molds and spritz with alcohol (to break up bubbles). Wait 45 minutes before popping out stars







THREE:
 To do the over pour, melt 14 ounces of clear melt and pour soap in the microwave. Add 1/2 teaspoon of silver glitter and stir well.







FOUR:
 Keep stirring.







FIVE:
 Stop stirring for 30 seconds. Observe the glitter. If it is sinking to the bottom of your glass, keep stirring. The goal is to suspend the glitter. This requires the soap to be of a medium viscosity, dense enough to support the large particles of sparkle.
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FIVE:
 Add 0.3-0.5 ounces of Champagne fragrance







SIX:
 Carefully lay the stars down on the bottom of the oval mold and pour in clear silver glitter soap, over the stars.







SEVEN:
 Spray a finishing spritz of rubbing alcohol on the soap to ensure that all bubbles are dissipated.









Jelly Rolls! Jelly Rolls!







Making Jelly Rolls with melt and pour soap is easy, fast and fun! The Jelly Rolls are the soap on the far left and far right (bottom). This tutorial will focus on how to make Jelly Rolls out of melt and pour soap. The project takes about 30 minutes to complete and requires singular purpose (no multitasking) to ensure success.
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Items Needed:




White Melt and Pour Soap Base





Clear Melt and Pour Soap Base





Non-Bleeding Colorant





Fragrance Oil

 or Essential Oil




Liquid Glycerin





Sparkle Violet





Silicone Square Mold




Spritzer full of
 
Rubbing Alcohol

 (Isopropyl Alcohol)



Liquid Glycerin







This is a silicone baking pan, commonly used for making cakes. It has a higher purpose - soap.
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You can buy one from Bramble Berry or try and find one at a local high end cooking store. Glass pans are virtually impossible to get the soap out of. Cut the first layer’s worth of soap into smallish blocks - the size of a domino or so. The smaller surface area of the soap allows for a smoother even melt. In my microwave, eight ounces of the Bramble Berry soap brand of base melts perfectly in one second melt, stir a few times, and then an additional 30 seconds. Shorter microwave spurts are better than one long melt. Boiled soap smells badly and will not roll when needed.







Pour the soap into the Jelly Roll Pan. Below is the first layer for our Jelly Roll Soap. It is colored with Violacious Violet and Deep Purple Liquid Colorant in clear melt and pour soap. It reminds me of a delicious vat of molten blueberry taffy.
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The secret to successful Jelly Rolls is 2-fold - timing and 10% liquid glycerin addition to melted soap. Add 10% liquid glycerin to your melted soap base along with the fragrance and color for each layer. There is approximately 3/4 of a teaspoon of Sparkle Violet mica in 8 ounces of melted soap. It is overkill to use this much mica. The same density of color could have been achieved with half of that amount.
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Alcohol is essential for mixing in the mica. The mica tends to ball up on the surface of the soap, similar to how hot chocolate clumps when you’re making hot chocolate. As you can see in the photo below, there’s a large mica bubble that is stubbornly refusing the mix in.
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I couldn’t resist this photo. The contrasting colors are striking. The wet, moving Super Pearly White soap seems almost alive with its light catching undulations. Colors that contrast in a wow way are important to making Jelly Rolls really eye-catching.







Pour each of the layers as soon as the layer beneath it is hard enough to support the new layer. Time is not your friend. The fresher each layer of soap is the higher chance you have for the layers to adhere together. After each of the layers has been poured, it’s time to get the soap out of the mold.







Whoops. I can immediately see that this is too thick to roll. But, on the plus side, the beautiful layers are sticking together (the first hurdle), there is no running between layers (the second hurdle) and the soap came out in one piece with no splitting between layers (the third hurdle).







Now, the soap is ready to roll. It’s important to roll quickly after plopping your soap out of the mold. If you wait too long, the soap will harden and become inflexible.







Initially in the rolling process, that the soap is malleable and though it is quite thick, it rolls with a minimal amount of effort. Unfortunately, this four layer pour was too thick. The thickness is the reason that the soap looks more like an oval, rather than a cute little round.
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If this happens to you, you can massage the rolled soap into more of a tight, oval shape.
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When the Jelly Roll layers were too thick, you can see that my rolled soap cracked (yes, my head is hanging low in shame). Thankfully, the middle part of the oval roll was usable so all the soap was not lost.







In my 9 x 9 pan, I used 8 ounces of soap per layer. In hindsight, a 5 ounces layer would have been appropriate







Instructions for Jelly Rolls



ONE:
 Melt 5 ounces of melt and pour soap in the microwave. Bramble Berry soap takes one 35 second melt & stir, plus another 20 second melt & stir for 5 ounces of soap to melt.







TWO:
 Add fragrance and color and stir well. Add .5 ounces of Liquid Glycerin to this mixture. Stir well.







THREE:
 Pour mixture into the 9 x 9 silicone baking pan. Spritz layer with Rubbing Alcohol to get rid of excess bubbles.







FOUR:
 Allow to harden for approximately 10 minutes or until a very thick skin, capable of supporting another layer, has formed. Repeat 1 - 4 until there are 4 or 5 layers.







FIVE:
 Pop out the entire block of soap. With a firm grip, quickly start to roll the soap up. Massage the soap into a tighter roll. Let the soap sit for three to five minutes and cut gently with a sharp knife.







SIX:
 Let the soap sit overnight before wrapping. This allows the layers to fully adhere to each other and excess moisture to evaporate from the soap.







That’s it! You’re done. You’ll make 18 (or so) adorable, cute, oh-so-complicated looking soaps in 30 minutes or less.









Oatmeal Melt and Pour Soap
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Items Needed:



8 ounces
 
White Melt and Pour Soap Base




8 ounces
 
Clear Melt and Pour Soap Base




1/2 ounces Oatmeal



1/2 ounces
 
Oatmeal Milk and Honey Fragrance





Soap Mold

 (We used
 
Guest Bee Mold

 )







ONE:
 Melt 8 ounces of white/opaque base







TWO:
 Melt 8 ounces of clear base







Optional:
 Grind up 1/2 ounces of Oatmeal in coffee grinder for a smoother, lighter exfoliation. Also, the smaller the particle, the easier to suspend in the soap.







THREE:
 Combine the two bases







FOUR:
 Add your fragrance oil and stir in well







Optional:
 Add colorant







FIVE:
 Add the oatmeal and stir. Wait 20 or 30 seconds - is the oatmeal sinking to the bottom of your bowl/Pyrex or is it staying suspended? If it is staying suspended, skip to step 7







SIX:
 If the oatmeal is sinking, this simply means that your base is not thick enough to support the oatmeal. Either cover the bowl/Pyrex with saran wrap and wait for the base to cool, or stir the melted base until it is becomes thick enough to suspend the oatmeal.







SEVEN:
 Pour your oatmeal soap into molds







EIGHT:
 Spritz with alcohol to finish the soap and break up any bubbles on the top of the soap







NINE:
 Wait 2 to 3 hours (or even better, overnight!) to pop the soap out of the molds. Wrap with saran wrap and you’re done!













3-D Dragonfly Soap







Using the Heavy Duty molds is convenient because they withstand very hot 165 F sustained oven temps and180 F degrees poured-soap temperatures (sorry, you in-the-oven-hot-process soapers - not that hot!). They are made out of a food grade 60 ml plastic. You can make really large chocolate or marzipan goodies in them as well.
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The 3-D molds come with two sides. Snap both sides together, making sure to match up the pouring spout on the top. If you accidentally put one side of the pouring spout on the bottom, your mold will not seal and soap will come rushing out the bottom, all over your table. Once the molds are snapped into place, simply slip the large rubber bands (included with the mold) around the mold to ensure a tight fit.







Because of their large open pour spout, 3-D molds are perfect for using soap ropes! Soap Ropes are a fun throwback to the past and handy for hanging soap up in the shower (no goop on your soap dish!). Using a hanging soap ensures that your soap will dry out faster and thus, last longer. Bramble Berry’s soap ropes are made from a braided nylon rope, measure 9 inches tall and sell for $1 each. The ropes are sealed with a plastic tab at the bottom, making them easy to insert into the open pour spout.







I used extra nourishing Goats milk Melt and Pour for this project. Notice the soap has a slightly ivory or off white look. This coloring happens because of the goat milk. It’s easy to color over the yellow tint, as long as you remember that you are starting with a slightly yellow palette and not a pure white. Colors like purple are difficult to achieve when starting with a yellow base.







Items Needed:




Goats Milk Melt and Pour Soap Base

 (chopped)




Soap Ropes





Fragrance Oil





LabColors

 (water soluble and easy to mix in)




Assembled 3D Soap Mold

 (We used
 
Dragonfly 3D Mold

 )



Sharp knife



Cutting block







Making 3-D Soap-On-A-Rope is easy and produces a specialty bar that will retail for $7- $10, depending on your local market and your unique differentiation. After you have your entire set up is out, it’s easy to do melt and pour soap.







ONE:
 Put your soap in a heat safe glass (I used a mug in the photo below) and microwave your soap on bursts of 30 seconds. You do not want your soap to boil. If it does, the soap is more prone to glycerin dew and takes on a more brittle texture.
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TWO:
 Once your soap is melted, add your color (1 drop Labcolor per bar) and your fragrance (3 - 6 ml of fragrance per bar). Remember to only use utensils and glassware that you are happy to donate to the soaping craft. Fragrance generally sticks with your utensils and glasses long after the soap is made. Pour your soap slowly and evenly through the slot in the 3-D molds.







THREE:
 The molds have a natural fill level line. You’ll want to fill your soap just a little over the top of the soap and into the spigot. This is because soap naturally shrinks as it cools. If the soap is filled "perfectly" and not overfilled a little bit, the end result is a shrunken bar of soap that does not look entirely spherical. The bubbles at the top of the soap can be spritzed away with isopropyl "rubbing" alcohol.







FOUR:
 Once your soap is poured, take the soap rope and slowly push it down into the mold, making sure to push down far enough that the soap rope is fully into the mold and not just in the spout. Using clear soap allows the soap rope to be seen inside the soap. While this is an okay look, using opaque soap produces a more professional bar.







FIVE:
 We recommend waiting a full two to four hours when unmolding your 3-D soap. The longer wait period is necessary because the soap retains its heat (and therefore stays liquid) longer than a traditional, open-topped mold. You can put the soap in the fridge for a few minutes to help with the release process. If you leave the soap in the fridge too long (fifteen minutes plus), it is prone to forming condensation and sticky glycerin dew.







SIX:
 Using both hands, gently pull both sides away from each other. Most of the time, soap will seep out of the edges of the mold. This makes the mold harder to pry apart. Be gentle and patient. While 3-D molds are very heavy duty, they can crack if you apply too much pressure.
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Despite the overfill, there is still a hole in this bar. As the soap was cooling and contracted in volume, the soap shrunk up, leaving a hole as bubbles drifted to the top of the surface. In this case, the bubbles caught at the top of the mold and became more concave as the soap shrunk. To help prevent this, tap your mold several times on the counter right after you’ve poured the warm soap.







This will force the majority of air bubbles to the top of the mold and out the spout.







This is what the unmolded 3-D soap looks like. Because the soap naturally squishes out over the edges, the finished soap does need to be trimmed.
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If the soap does not fully harden, it will leak all over. It is difficult to see inside the mold and impatience is easy to give into. If you do accidentally pry open the soap mold too early, leaks will happen (hopefully not over carpet).
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In this case, the middle was not full set up and liquid soap poured over the table and side of the mold. Thankfully, this error was easy to correct.
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After scraping the soap off the sides of the mold, I snapped both sides of the mold back together and poured a new bit of soap through the open spigot. The soap turned out fine in the end.







3-D molded soap needs to be finished off to make the bars look professional. I have not figured out a way to make 3-D soap without needing to trim. The coral colored bar on the right is fully cleaned up. A general rule of thumb is: the hotter the soap is the runnier and thin it is. The cooler your soap is the more viscous and dense it will be.







The more cool you pour your melted soap, the less trimming you need to do. But, you will still need to trim.







SEVEN:
 Using a non-serrated knife (such as a cheese knife or a paring knife), hold the soap firmly in your left hand and wield the knife with your right hand. Reverse the directions if you are left-handed. Slowly start to trim the soap by drawing the knife toward you - slowly, slowly, slowly and carefully. Blood ruins a great soaping afternoon.
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Here are the final photos of our 3-D molded soap project. More advanced techniques include layering and detailing the cut outs in the soap.







Instructions for coloring in the dragonfly:




Dropper




Glass of very hot water



Spritzer full of
 
Rubbing Alcohol

 (Isopropyl Alcohol)



Melted soap in a contrasting color.







ONE:
 Draw up the melted soap into your dropper. If it is too cool, it will clog your dropper. If it is too warm, it will melt your dropper. I just make sure that my soap is not steaming before I pull it up into the dropper.







TWO:
 With your dropper tip situated comfortably in the crevice of the design, push gently down on the bulb until the soap streams out in an even manner. Slowly fill in the crevices and use the alcohol to smooth out the surface of your design.







THREE:
 I use the hot water to clean out the dropper in between squirts and also in case the soap starts to harden up inside the dropper before I am able to use it.







Doing multiple layers requires nothing more than patience. My tip is to use the same brand of soap base for all the layers. It seems to stick better in my opinion. Pour your first layer and wait thirty minutes. Melt your second layer, pour the soap and wait for thirty minutes. Continue to do this until you are satisfied with your coloring combinations. The secret to getting the soap to stick together is to use the same brand of base and pour fairly quickly in between layers.









Alphabet Soap!







Bramble Berry got the cutest mini alphabet soap mold in stock mold is also food grade so you could use it for chocolate as well. I spent 4th of July playing with the mold and designing some fun word projects.
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Items Needed:




White Melt and Pour Soap Base





Clear Melt and Pour Soap Base




Labcolor of your choice




Fragrance Oil

 of your choice



Alphabet Embeddable Mold



Ice cube tray







ONE:
 I poured regular white melt and pour base into the molds. I did not scent or color the letters because I wanted them to stand out in the soap.







TWO:
 I was happy with how crisp and clean the lines were once the alphabet pieces came out of the mold. I ended up having to push fairly hard to get the pieces out. Next time, I will stick the entire mold (soap and all) in the fridge for a few minutes to loosen the letters up. Any time melt and pour is exposed to cold, it forms condensation and glycerin dew. Don’t leave the soap in the fridge for more than 15 minutes at a time to minimize the glycerin dew and condensation
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THREE:
 I used Labcolor Aqua for my colorant. Since LabColors are water-based, the soap stays shiny and clear - perfect for showcasing white letters! I also scented with a fragrance that would not cloud the soap - Pink Grapefruit from the Cybilla Line. There was no way to get the letters placed into the mold evenly without a fair amount of pushing, shoving and generally getting my fingers all soapy. The secret to not getting air bubbles under the letters is to put the letters in at an angle. This allows the air bubbles to flow easily up the side of the letter.






[image: ]







FOUR:
 Here are all the letters, happily in their molds. Notice that I wasn’t entire successful with the "B." The soap started getting too hard so I abandoned the straightening project in the hopes that the "B" would look arty.






[image: ]







Tip:
 The "J" is what happens when you pour soap that is still steaming. A general rule for soap shapes is that if the soap is steaming or is too hot to stick your finger in, it will most likely melt your embedding soap item. The effect is quite unique and pretty but if it’s not the look you originally wanted, it can be disappointing. For clean-cut soap lines, make sure the soap is not steaming when you pour the over pour.













Word Bars 2: Pan Soap Bars
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Items Needed:



Alphabet Soap from previous recipe or other blocks of soap



4lb
 
Aloe Vera Melt and Pour Soap Base





LabColor

 of your choice




Fragrance Oil

 of your choice



Cookie Sheet







ONE:
 I arranged all the mini soap bars in a cookie pan. Then, I poured lightly scented (Cybilla Grapefruit and Cybilla Spearmint blended) and barely colored (LabColors Blue Mix) Aloe Vera Melt and Pour base gently over the entire batch. It took about 4 pounds to fill the cookie sheet.
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TWO:
 Cut the soaps with a large sharp butcher knife and you’re done!







These soaps were made by placing small square soaps in a cookie tray. While the photographs are not the best, the soap still turned out delightful.
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Notice the wrinkle on the bottom right hand corner? That wrinkle is from disturbing the soap to try and wiggle the white block straight. The thin skin that had already formed on the surface of the soap was disturbed and wrinkled in protest.







Tip:
 Pour the layers within minutes of each other. As you can see in the photo below, the over pour soap did not adhere well to the embedded squares. Pouring with a slightly hotter temperature would have solved this as well as pouring the soap within a few minutes.
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I hope enjoyed Soap Queen Cold Process Soaps. Be sure to
 
check out more books in the Soap Queen series

 , including how to make cold process soap, milk soaps, lotions and more. It’s fun, safe and easy to create quality DIY beauty products at home.







More books by Anne-Marie Faiola are available on Amazon.com




Soap Crafting: Step-by-Step Techniques for Making 31 Unique Cold-Process Soaps

 by Anne-Marie Faiola




Pure Soapmaking: How to Create Nourishing, Organic Skin Care Soaps

 by Anne-Marie Faiola




Soap Queen Lotions, Scrubs, Salts and More Projects

 by Anne-Marie Faiola




Soap Queen Cold Process Soap

 by Anne-Marie Faiola
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Notice of Rights



All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording or other without the prior written permission of the publisher.







For information on getting permission for reprints and excerpts, contact:
 
CEO@Brambleberry.com








Notice of Liability



The author has made every effort possible to check and ensure the accuracy of the information and recipes presented in this book. However, the information herein is sold without warranty, either expressed or implied. The author, publisher, nor any dealer or distributor of this book will be held liable for any damages caused either directly or indirectly by the instructions, recipes or information contained in this book.







Disclaimer



Information in this book is NOT intended as medical advice, or for use as diagnosis or treatment of a health problem, or as a substitute for consulting a licensed medical professional. The contents and information in this book are for informational use only and are not intended to be a substitute for professional medical advice, diagnosis, or treatment. Always seek the advice of your physician or other qualified health provider for medical conditions. Never disregard professional medical advice or delay in seeking it because of something you read in this book or any aromatherapy resource. Never ingest essential oils.
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