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Dear Reader! You've just opened the gates to a treasure trove of timeless tales and age-old wisdom. "The Zen Monkey with the Watering Can" invites you into a mystical realm where each story, rooted in Buddhist tradition, is a stepping stone towards deeper understanding and enlightenment.

This book is your daily companion, offering 27 unique tales, each reflecting a facet of life, love, and the human spirit. They're about kindness, about slowing down to really experience the moment, and about the beauty of letting go. These stories remind us that every little moment in life holds a chance to be better, to do good.

Each tale is like a clear pond where the splash of a pebble creates ripples of understanding, revealing lessons that resonate uniquely with every reader. While some insights hit home instantly, others unravel gently over time, inviting reflection and discovery. Some stories might warm your heart, while others provoke thought, satisfying old curiosities or sparking new ones.

Whether you're walking the Buddhist path or simply curious, these tales are little keys to big doors, opening up fresh perspectives on life's great mysteries. They're meant to comfort the heart, ignite the mind, and nurture the seed of wisdom that resides in each of us. And don't worry, you don't need any prior acquaintance with Buddhism. These stories are universal, awaiting to enchant every curious heart, regardless of where you come from.

" The Zen Monkey with the Watering Can" is more than just a book. It's a gentle bridge connecting ancient wisdom to the hustle and bustle of our modern lives. It's an invitation to explore a new way of seeing and living life, embracing a journey of self-discovery and boundless compassion.

Before diving in, let's quickly touch on the term "dharma" as you'll stumble upon it in some tales. In Buddhist lingo, "Dharma" refers to Buddha's teachings, often extending to mean cosmic law or the grand order of things.

As you turn the pages, may each story light up the path of your heart and mind, unveiling the innate treasures of love, compassion, and insight that reside within you. May this collection spark your spiritual exploration, reminding you that the profound truths you seek have always been a part of you.

Let's embark on this enchanting journey together, where every tale is a whisper of ancient wisdom, a soft nudge towards a life of depth, love, and understanding.
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Warmly,
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Julie Welsh
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The Elephant And The Dog
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"It is during our darkest moments that we must focus to see the light." -Aristotle

[image: image]

A while back in the bustling city of Varanasi, the king had a big herd of elephants. His most cherished one had an unusual buddy – a little dog. The dog first showed up at the elephant's stable to munch on the rice that slipped from the elephant's mouth during meal times. As days rolled into weeks, the elephant and the dog became inseparable pals. The elephant wouldn't touch her food unless her little friend was there to share it with her. They did everything together - sleeping, bathing, and even playing, with the elephant gently tossing the dog around with her trunk.

But then, one day, a mean stable worker sold the dog to a random traveler for a few coins. After her friend was gone, the elephant was super sad. She stopped eating, drinking, and bathing. She just stood in her corner, swaying back and forth with sorrow. When the king found out about his favorite elephant's worsening condition, he was really worried. He summoned his smartest advisor and said, "Check on my dear elephant and figure out what's wrong with her."

The advisor did a thorough check-up and found nothing physically wrong with the elephant. So, he figured that it must be something emotional. He asked the elephant's main caregiver, "Did anything change in the stable recently?"

The caregiver replied, "Indeed, the elephant had a close friend in a dog, but the dog disappeared some time ago."

Hearing this, the advisor hurried back to the king and reported, "Your elephant is very upset because her dog friend is gone."

"Well," said the king, "how in the world am I going to find a lost dog in this gigantic city?"

"I suggest making a public announcement that anyone found keeping a dog from the king's elephant stable will have to pay a hefty fine," advised the advisor.

The king did exactly that. The traveler who bought the dog heard about the king's announcement and instantly let the dog go. The dog, quick as a flash, darted back to the elephant's stable.

As soon as the dog returned, the elephant was so happy that she shed tears of joy. She gently picked up the dog with her trunk and cuddled it. She waited until her little friend had been fed; then, she too gobbled up her food. In no time, she was back to her usual cheerful self, with her loyal doggie friend always by her side.
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What to Learn from This Story
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This delightful tale shares several important lessons for both children and adults, teachings often aligned with Buddha's philosophy of kindness, empathy, and the power of friendships.

Firstly, it tells us about the importance of companionship and love. Regardless of their size or species, the elephant and the dog developed a profound bond, reminding us that friendship knows no boundaries. This resonates with Buddha's teachings on "Metta" or universal love, highlighting the need to extend kindness and friendship to all beings.

Secondly, the story demonstrates the strength of emotional connections and how they can deeply affect us, animals or humans. When the dog was sold, the elephant experienced what can be understood as depression, illustrating the profound impact our relationships have on our emotional wellbeing.

Lastly, it serves as a reminder about empathy and compassion. The king's advisor, instead of dismissing the elephant's sorrow, took time to understand her emotional distress, and the king acted upon it, reflecting the Buddha's teachings on Karuna (compassion) and the importance of understanding and addressing others' suffering.

These lessons can be a guide for children and adults alike, reminding us of the deep bonds of friendship, the importance of emotional well-being, and the practice of compassion in our everyday lives.
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The Glittering Duck
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Spread love everywhere you go. Let no one ever come to you without leaving happier. -Mother Teresa

[image: image]

A long time ago, tucked away in a forest in India, there lived a pretty spectacular duck. But he wasn't just any duck – he was golden! Not just gold-like, but made of real gold. He shone like a tiny sun, lighting up everything around him. Being super smart, he knew humans could get a little too excited about gold, so he made sure to stay out of their sight.

Near his favorite chill spot in the forest, there was this small hut. Inside lived a mom and her two daughters. They didn't have much, but they were full of kindness, and the duck found himself really liking them.

One day, when the girls were outside playing, the duck flew over and landed right on their roof. The girls were thrilled, "Mom, come see this awesome duck on our roof!" Mom came out and couldn't believe her eyes.

The duck, feeling chatty, said, "I see you're having a tough time. How about I help you out? Every now and then, I'll give you one of my golden feathers. You can sell it to buy food and clothes." And with that, he gave them a shiny feather. They were over the moon, and over the next few months, the duck kept his promise. The family's life changed drastically – they never went hungry, and they all got to wear new clothes.

But one day, mom got a little greedy. She told her girls, "What if our duck friend decides to bail one day? We should grab him the next time he visits, pluck out all his feathers, and be the richest family around!"

The girls were horrified at the thought of hurting their kind friend, but when the golden duck came by next, mom caught him. She plucked out all his golden feathers and shoved him in a barrel. Then something crazy happened – the plucked feathers turned into regular gray and brown duck feathers. By trying to steal all at once, mom had ruined the magic.

Mom was disappointed, thinking of the fortune she'd lost, but the girls cried for their friend. Though he couldn't fly, he was still alive. They took care of him, shared their food, and helped him get better. Over time, he grew new feathers – not gold, just ordinary duck feathers.

Once he was back on his feet, he decided to join a flock deep in the forest. He felt bad about leaving the girls but didn't want to be around humans anymore, having seen what greed can do. But he promised to drop by and visit every now and then.
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What to Learn From This Story
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From "The Glittering Duck", we can learn some valuable lessons:

Kindness Goes a Long Way: The golden duck showed kindness to the family out of the goodness of his heart, demonstrating that being kind can make a big difference in people's lives.

Greed Can Be Destructive: The mother's greed led to the loss of the golden feathers and caused harm to the duck. This illustrates the damage that greed can cause.

Respecting Boundaries is Important: The golden duck gave his feathers willingly and on his terms. When the mother forcefully took all the feathers, she crossed a line, leading to negative consequences.

Caring for Others is Rewarding: The girls showed empathy towards the duck, taking care of him and nursing him back to health. This portrays the importance and rewards of caring for others, even when they can't give you anything in return.

Material Wealth Isn't Everything: In the end, the golden duck chose to live away from human society, hinting at the idea that material wealth isn't as important as peace and kindness.

Greed Leads to Loss: The family had a good thing going with the golden duck giving them feathers. But the mother's impatience and greed led to their loss. Sometimes, it's best to appreciate and be grateful for what we have.
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The Eagle And The Quail
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"Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail." -Ralph Waldo Emerson

[image: image]

Once upon a time, there was a young quail dwelling in the farmland outskirts of the magnificent city of Varanasi. This quail spent his days hopping on the fresh furrows made by the farmer's tillage, relishing the delicious morsels turned up by the toiling farmer. The furrows were soft when freshly tilled, but the intense Indian sun soon hardened them like stones.

The quail's kin had always scavenged these fields for sustenance, and his father had imparted to him the skills necessary to locate the choicest seeds and how to forage cautiously. One sweltering day, the young quail grew weary of his habitual hopping in the intense sunlight. He recalled stories of the forest's edge, where the sun's heat was lessened by the cooling shade and where plentiful seeds were available. Intrigued, he took flight towards the forest. True to the tales, he discovered a profusion of seeds and was sheltered from the sun by the high trees. He dined so eagerly that he failed to observe a sharp-eyed eagle perched on a barren branch on the forest's edge, keeping a close watch on everything below. However, the eagle had taken note of him, launched himself into the sky, gained altitude, and silently descended, seizing the unsuspecting quail with his razor-sharp talons. The eagle planned to enjoy his new catch as a delightful supper on his favorite roost.

To ensure the eagle could hear, the quail exclaimed, "How foolish I have been! I should never have ventured here to dine. This was a reckless error. Had I remained in my customary area, this eagle wouldn't have had a chance to ensnare me."

Hearing the chuckle from the smug eagle, he added, "Indeed, if I had been in my territory, I would have stood my ground against this formidable bird."

Laughing uncontrollably, the eagle questioned the quail, "Pray tell, where would a quail be a match for an eagle?"

"In the exposed tilled field where my father educated me to forage, Noble Eagle," the quail replied.

Laughing uproariously, the eagle said, "You, a contender for me in an open field! I must witness this for myself. I shall set you free, and we will have our contest in the field."

With that, the eagle released the quail, who quickly flew back to the tilled field that was his familiar feeding ground. He found a massive, rock-hard dirt clump that provided good cover at its rear.

The eagle circled above while the quail shouted, "I am ready for you, Mr. Eagle." The eagle dived with all his might at the courageous little quail who stood tall and proud on the large, hard dirt clump. The quail held his ground until the last second before the eagle made contact, then he swiftly retreated beneath the clump. The powerful eagle collided with the hard clump with such force that it knocked him unconscious.

The quail hopped back onto the clump and reflected, "Indeed, what my father always taught me holds true: we are always safest on familiar ground."
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What to Learn From This Story
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This story provides several valuable life lessons:

Familiarity Provides Advantage: We are often at our strongest and most capable when in familiar surroundings or situations. This is because we understand the nuances and characteristics that can be turned to our advantage. The quail knew how to utilize the hardness of the furrow clods for his own protection against the hawk.

Respect Boundaries: There are often good reasons for boundaries in the natural world and in human society. Straying too far from what we know and where we belong can expose us to dangers we are not prepared to handle, just as the quail found when he ventured into the forest.

Beware of Overconfidence: The story warns against underestimating others and overestimating one's own abilities. The hawk's arrogance and dismissal of the quail's abilities led to his downfall.

Use Your Unique Skills: Each creature or individual has unique skills and knowledge that can help them survive and thrive. The quail's intimate knowledge of its habitat and its ability to react quickly helped it survive the attack.

Importance of Listening to Elders/Wise Counsel: The wisdom of the quail's father helped him survive a dangerous situation. This teaches us the importance of listening to and learning from those with more experience.
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The Monkey With The Watering Can
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"Life is a succession of lessons which must be lived to be understood." -Ralph Waldo Emerson

[image: image]

In the lush recreational gardens of Varanasi's monarch, there resided a merry band of monkeys. They led an untroubled existence, blessed with plentiful sustenance and devoid of peril. However, one day, the park's caretaker, intending to partake in a week-long citywide festival, was worried about the recently sowed saplings that required watering in four days. The gardener surmised that even the monkeys could handle a task as straightforward as watering the trees, so he enlisted their aid during his absence.

Approaching the alpha monkey, the gardener noted the monkeys' fortunate circumstances of living in the park and requested their assistance with the watering. The monkey leader, more than happy to help, agreed. Feeling assured, the gardener provided them with watering pots and set off for the festival.

The monkey chief was diligent in keeping time, and on the fourth day, he assembled his troops, distributed the watering pots, and directed them to water the saplings. The monkeys, filled with excitement, ran amok, splashing water over the trees' foliage, resulting in hardly any water seeping into the soil. The leader understood the roots were the focus, but he was unsure about the appropriate quantity of water. Consequently, he regrouped the monkeys and proposed, "To determine the accurate amount of water for the saplings, we should unearth each tree to assess the length of its roots. We'll allocate more water to those with elongated roots and lesser to those with shorter roots."

"An ingenious concept," responded the other monkeys, and off they dashed, yanking out each sapling that the gardener had painstakingly planted.

Naturally, the amount of water given to the roots was inconsequential. The young saplings, traumatised by the abrupt uprooting, started to wither and die instantly.

Meanwhile, two of the king's counsellors, while wandering through the park, witnessed the bizarre antics of the monkeys. One of them confronted a monkey in the act of uprooting a tree and inquired about his actions.

The monkey, eager to explain, said, "In the gardener's absence, he asked us to help with the watering, and we're simply executing our wise leader's orders to water the trees based on their root lengths."

One counsellor commented to his associate, "This serves as a perfect illustration of how well-meant intentions can have calamitous outcomes when executed by those lacking adequate knowledge or wisdom."

The other advisor concurred, "Indeed, it also makes one question the wisdom of the gardener who would entrust such an important task to monkeys in the first place."
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What to Learn From This Story
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There are a few key lessons to learn from this story:

Good Intentions are Not Enough: The monkeys had good intentions when they decided to help the gardener, but because they didn't have the right knowledge or understanding of how to properly water the trees, their actions led to negative consequences. This shows that good intentions need to be paired with correct knowledge and wisdom for effective action.

Task Suitability: Assigning tasks should take into account the abilities and understanding of those who are assigned. The gardener misjudged the capabilities of the monkeys, leading to the destruction of his saplings. It's a reminder that responsibilities should align with the skills and knowledge of the individual or team involved.

Importance of Communication and Understanding: The gardener failed to clearly communicate to the monkeys how to water the trees. The monkeys, in turn, didn't fully understand the task. This resulted in a misunderstanding and a failed task. Clear communication and comprehension are vital in any task's success.

Consequences of Ignorance: The monkeys' ignorance about the proper care of saplings led to the saplings' death. This underscores the potential harm that can come from a lack of knowledge or understanding. It stresses the importance of education and learning in any undertaking.


	[image: image]


	 
	[image: image]







[image: image]



The Cunning Fox And The Vanity-Driven Raven
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"Be yourself; everyone else is already taken." -Oscar Wilde
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Once upon a time, on the periphery of the majestic city of Varanasi, a splendid grove filled with rose-apple trees existed. A crow was perched on a lower branch of one such tree, basking in the sun while delighting in the succulent apples.



A jackal, in search of a meal, happened upon the grove. He noticed the crow perched0 high above, relishing the fruit that was tantalizingly beyond his grasp. An idea sparked in the jackal's mind, "Crows are often susceptible to flattery. If I indulge this bird's vanity, it may toss some of those delectable apples down to me."



He began his flattery loud enough for the crow to hear, "Oh, what melodious sounds are these that reach my ears? Could it be the serenade of the sweetest songbird? The tender lullaby that caresses my soul is nothing short of magical. As I lift my eyes to its source, I am astounded by your magnificent beauty, superior to even the peacock's grandeur. Your vibrant feathers, noble stature, and illustrious lineage make you the most splendid bird I have ever had the privilege of beholding!"



Blinded by the jackal's untruths, the crow puffed his chest in pride. He responded, "Only one with a noble lineage can recognize the nobility in another. I see in you the elegance and majesty of a young tiger. Allow me to share some of this exquisite fruit with you." The crow then rustled the branches causing a cascade of ripe apples to rain down on the cunning jackal, who savored the rewards of his clever ruse.



A wise owl, perched in an adjacent tree, had watched the entire exchange. She shook her head disapprovingly and remarked, "A pair of scavengers, feeders on refuse and carrion, yet they flatter each other as if they are royalty. Despite the sweetness of the fruit around me, this spectacle leaves a bitter taste." Disgusted, she took wing to seek peace in a different part of the forest.
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What to Learn from This Story:
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	Beware of Flattery: The crow was deceived by the jackal's flattery, demonstrating that we must be careful not to let flattery cloud our judgement or distract us from a person's true intentions. Flattery is often used by people to manipulate others for their own benefit.









	Understand Your Worth: The crow let the jackal's flattering words inflate his ego. It's crucial to have a realistic understanding of our worth and not let others' compliments or criticisms alter our self-perception.









	Wisdom over Folly: The owl represents wisdom in this story, not falling for the superficial and shallow interaction between the crow and the jackal. This suggests that wisdom and discernment are valuable traits that can help us see beyond surface-level interactions.









	Honesty is the Best Policy: The jackal used dishonesty to achieve his goal, which might work in the short term but will likely lead to mistrust and conflict in the long term. Being truthful and honest is usually a better approach.









	Reflect on the Quality of Interactions: The owl was disgusted by the interaction between the jackal and the crow. This serves as a reminder to reflect on the quality of our relationships and interactions - are they based on genuine respect and understanding or manipulation and deception?
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Granny’s Faithful Companion
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Your time is limited, so don't waste it living someone else's life. Don't be trapped by dogma – which is living with the results of other people's thinking. -Steve Jobs
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Once upon a time, in a modest hamlet located in the outskirts of the majestic city of Varanasi, an impoverished elderly widow resided. Her brother had once offered assistance to a man of affluence in the city. As a token of gratitude, he bequeathed an array of rare presents to the brother’s family. To the elderly woman, he gifted a baby elephant. Her heart swelled with joy as she took the elephant under her wing, raising it as her own. She tirelessly fed it rice and porridge, working strenuously to fulfill the burgeoning appetite of the growing beast.



The elephant, affectionately named Blackie by the village children due to its unusually dark color, seamlessly integrated into the village community. Blackie quickly became a beloved playmate for the children, offering rides on his back, swinging them playfully with his trunk, and splashing them with water at the riverbank.



One beautiful day, Blackie beckoned Granny to accompany him to the river. To this, Granny replied, “Oh, Blackie, I'd love to join you, but my chores beckon me.” For the first time, Blackie noticed the toilsome life Granny led to support them both while he spent his days frolicking with the children. He pondered over this realization and resolved to find some work to alleviate Granny's burden.



While at the river the following day with his youthful companions, a caravan owner arrived at the riverbank. His oxen struggled to haul his five hundred heavily laden carts across the rough riverbed towards Varanasi. The urgency to deliver the goods to the city was high, for delay meant substantial financial loss. Spotting the robust elephant by the river, he inquired about its ownership. The children promptly replied, "He's Granny’s companion, and we call him Blackie."



Intrigued, the man proposed, "I offer two coins for every cart Blackie hauls across the river." Overjoyed at this prospect, Blackie accepted the task. One by one, he tugged the carts across the challenging river terrain. It was laborious but Blackie's strength prevailed, successfully transporting all five hundred carts across the river.



With the task completed, the caravan owner presented a bag containing five hundred coins and fastened it around Blackie’s neck. Sensing the discrepancy, Blackie knew the bag did not contain the promised one thousand coins. In silent protest, Blackie reclined at the head of the caravan, refusing to budge until he was justly compensated. Recognizing Blackie's awareness, the owner rectified his mistake by adding the remaining five hundred coins.



Exhausted but triumphant, Blackie, with the children trotting alongside, returned home. Covered in dust and mud, his bloodshot eyes a testament to his strenuous exertion, he was greeted by a worried Granny. Observing Blackie’s state and the heavy bag around his neck, Granny exclaimed, "Oh, Blackie, what ordeal have you endured? And what's that around your neck?"



Upon hearing the tale of Blackie's labor and his insistence on being fairly compensated, Granny swelled with pride. Together with the children, she led Blackie to the river for a well-deserved bath. That evening, she prepared an extra helping of Blackie’s favored dish. From that day forward, Blackie continued to find occasional work, providing a comfortable life for himself and Granny. Her remaining years were thus spent in peace and comfort, thanks to her loyal companion, Blackie.
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What to Learn From This Story;
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	Empathy and Responsibility: Blackie, the elephant, recognized the efforts Granny was putting into taking care of him. This led him to find ways to ease her burden. The story emphasizes the importance of being empathetic towards those around us and taking responsibility to help when we can.









	Honesty and Integrity: When Blackie was underpaid, he refused to move until he received the correct amount. This shows the significance of standing up for what is right, demonstrating integrity even when others might be dishonest.









	The Value of Hard Work: Blackie undertook a difficult task to help Granny, illustrating that hard work is often necessary to achieve our goals or to help those we care about.









	Appreciation and Care: Granny showed her appreciation for Blackie's efforts by taking care of him after his hard work. It's important to express our gratitude and reciprocate when others do good things for us.









	Fairness and Justice: The story also highlights the importance of fairness and justice. Blackie made sure that he was compensated fairly for his work, demonstrating that everyone should be given their due respect and reward.









	Mutual Support: The story emphasizes the value of mutual support and co-dependence in relationships, as seen in the relationship between Granny and Blackie. They both looked after each other's needs, demonstrating a strong bond and mutual respect.
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The Benevolent Mouse
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You may say I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the only one. I hope someday you'll join us. And the world will live as one. -John Lennon




Once upon a time, not far from the city of Varanasi in Northwest India, there was a deserted village where a kind-hearted mouse lived in a long-forgotten mansion. The mansion was once owned by a prosperous merchant who had stashed an immense treasure of gold coins underneath the floorboards and passed away without revealing this secret to anyone. The mouse, who had discovered the treasure, had no use for gold and continued her usual routine of scavenging for food.



Not far from the village, an old stone quarry was still being worked by a solitary stonecutter. The mouse would often observe the young man from afar, admiring his humble nature and hard work. Remembering the hidden fortune beneath her dwelling, she decided that the kind-hearted stonecutter was deserving of the wealth. Thus, she took a gold coin and presented it to him.



The stonecutter, surprised at the sight of a mouse carrying a gold coin, exclaimed, "Mother Mouse, what is this you've brought me?!" The mouse replied, "This is a gold coin for you, dear stonecutter, perhaps you could use some of it to buy a little meat for me." Touched by her gesture, the stonecutter used a small portion of the gold to buy a sizeable chunk of meat for the mouse.



Their routine continued this way, the mouse delivering gold and the stonecutter providing meat in return, until one unfortunate day when a cat caught the mouse. After persuading the cat not to eat her, she struck a deal to share her daily meat supply in return for her life. As fate would have it, she ended up making the same bargain with two more cats, dividing the meat into smaller portions until she was left with nearly nothing. Consequently, the mouse grew frail and weak.



The stonecutter, worried about her condition, asked, "Mother, what has happened to you? You look unwell." Tired and weak, the mouse revealed her predicament to him. The stonecutter comforted her, saying, "Mother Mouse, you should have told me earlier. I can help you."



The stonecutter chiseled a large crystal block until it became a transparent chamber. He placed the weak mouse inside the chamber in her house, and arranged the crystal block so it would appear as if there was nothing surrounding the mouse. He then advised the mouse to insult the cats when they arrived for their meal.



One by one, the cats came, expecting their share of meat. Each time, the mouse insulted them, and in response, they lunged at her, only to meet the hard, invisible crystal. Each encounter left the cats terrified and believing in the supernatural powers of the mouse, and they never returned.



Once the cats were gone, the stonecutter took Mother Mouse out of the crystal chamber. Out of gratitude, she revealed the hidden gold to the young man. In awe, the stonecutter took the gold and the mouse to his home where they lived in harmony, prosperity, and happiness for the rest of their days.



What to Learn From This Story;





	Generosity and kindness can result in unexpected rewards: The mouse's act of sharing the gold with the stonecutter and feeding the cats despite her predicament showcases her kindness and selflessness. In the end, the stonecutter helps her out of her troubling situation, proving that her initial generosity paid off.



	Cunning and intelligence can be stronger than brute force: Despite being physically weaker than the cats, the mouse managed to outwit them using her intelligence and the stonecutter's crystal trap. This illustrates that brainpower can sometimes be more effective than physical strength.



	Never exploit someone's kindness: The cats took advantage of the mouse's generosity without considering her wellbeing. They ended up scared and humiliated, showing that exploiting others' kindness can lead to negative consequences.



	Importance of friendship and compassion: The bond between the mouse and the stonecutter illustrates the value of friendship and compassion. Their mutual assistance and respect for each other led to a better life for both.



	Beware of short-term gains over long-term well-being: The cats were initially satisfied with the daily meat they received from the mouse, but this short-term gain ultimately led to their humiliation and loss. They might have been better off in the long term had they considered the mouse's welfare instead of just their immediate needs.
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The Clever Monkey And The Deceitful Crocodile
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"Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail." -Ralph Waldo Emerson




In a lush jungle located south of Varanasi, lived a clever and charming monkey. His home was situated near a picturesque stretch of a river where, in the heart of the river, an island abundant with the most delectable fruit trees was found. The monkey made a daily ritual of crossing to the island by leaping onto a lone rock in the river, followed by another jump to the fruit-laden paradise. He usually embarked on his fruit-seeking adventure in the mornings and returned by dusk.



Sharing this stretch of river were a pair of crocodiles. The female crocodile had watched the monkey's routine with growing interest and hunger. Eventually, she craved to feast on the agile and robust monkey and incessantly implored her partner to fulfill her request. After persistent coaxing, he reluctantly vowed to carry out her wish.



His strategy was simple: replace the rock that the monkey routinely used as a stepping stone with his enormous head and lay in wait for the unsuspecting monkey to leap right into his jaws. To perfect his deception, he chose to execute his plan in the evening when the dying light and the growing shadows would mask his true identity.



The monkey, after enjoying a day feasting on the island, prepared for his return journey just as the sun started to set. But as he was about to jump onto the rock, he noticed a peculiar change - the rock appeared unusually high in the water. With the river level remaining unchanged, the monkey sensed something was amiss. To confirm his suspicion, he called out, "Dear Mr. Rock, how do you fare this evening?" The crocodile maintained silence. Undeterred, the monkey continued, "Oh, dear friend, Mr. Rock, why is it that you remain silent tonight?"



The crocodile thought, "If the monkey is accustomed to the rock replying, I must do the same." So, he said aloud, "Good evening, my dear monkey friend, how are you this fine evening?"



"I am doing splendidly," replied the monkey, his suspicions confirmed, "but you, my friend, are certainly not a rock. Who might you be and what do you want?"



"I am a crocodile," admitted the camouflaged crocodile, "and I have been commanded by my wife to capture you for our evening meal."



The monkey, displaying his quick wit, responded, "Well, since it seems I have no other choice, I must surrender myself to you. Please open your mouth wide and I will jump right in."



The monkey was aware of a peculiar trait of crocodiles - they had to shut their eyes while opening their mouths, rendering them temporarily blind. Seizing this opportunity, he leapt not into the awaiting jaws, but onto the back of the crocodile's head, swiftly following it with another leap to safety on the river bank.



Turning to the disoriented crocodile, the monkey cheerfully said, "It appears your wife will have to settle for another dinner tonight." And off he went. The crestfallen crocodile trudged back to his home, not looking forward to explaining his failure to fulfill his promise to his mate.



What to Learn From This Story;



	Cleverness and Quick Thinking: The story highlights the importance of quick thinking and cleverness in the face of danger. The monkey used his wits to discern the unusual situation and escape from the crocodile's trap. This teaches us to use our intelligence and presence of mind during difficult situations.

	Observation and Awareness: The monkey was able to notice that something was amiss because he was observant and aware of his environment. This shows the value of being observant and paying attention to the details around us, as they can often help us detect potential problems or dangers.

	Deception and Trust: The story also illustrates how deception can lead to failure and loss of trust. The crocodile tried to deceive the monkey but ended up failing in his plan. This shows the negative consequences of dishonesty and teaches us the importance of honesty and trust.

	Knowledge and Understanding: The monkey was aware of the crocodile's characteristics (closing eyes when opening the mouth) which helped him trick the crocodile. This underlines the importance of knowledge and understanding of one's circumstances, allies and adversaries.

	Resilience: Despite facing a life-threatening situation, the monkey didn't lose hope but instead found a way to overcome the danger. This demonstrates the importance of resilience and determination in overcoming challenges and adversity.
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The Monkey And The Legumes
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Never let the fear of striking out keep you from playing the game. -Babe Ruth

Once upon a time, within the royal stables of the magnificent city of Varanasi, resided a monkey. His home was in a tree overlooking a trough used to feed the king's treasured steeds. One sunny day, the trough was brimming with steamed peas, a delight the monkey was particularly fond of. Swiftly, he darted down the tree, his mouth and hands filled to the brim with peas, before he hustled back up to his perch.

As he savored his feast, a single pea slipped from his grip and plummeted to the ground below. Consumed by the loss, the monkey hastily scampered down the tree, dropping the remaining peas in his frenzy. He searched high and low for the missing pea, but to no avail. By the time he admitted defeat, the horses had devoured not only the peas in the trough but also the ones he had unwittingly littered on the ground. Dejected, the monkey climbed back up the tree, his face the picture of gloom.

The stable hands who had been observing the spectacle burst into laughter at the monkey's unfortunate predicament. The king and his most trusted adviser, who had arrived to inspect the horses, also witnessed the sorry state of the monkey. Intrigued, the king turned to his adviser, asking, "My loyal companion, what lesson do you glean from this sight?"

The adviser replied sagely, "Your Highness, such scenarios are commonplace. How often have men forfeited a thousand coins in a futile attempt to reclaim one? How many rulers have sacrificed entire kingdoms for matters of insignificant value?"

Nodding in agreement, the king observed, "Indeed, you speak the truth. Folly is not exclusive to monkeys. It is equally prevalent among humans, regardless of their status—be it a peasant or a king."

What to Learn From This Story;

	Value Perspective: The monkey overvalued a single lost pea while overlooking the abundance it still had in its possession. It's essential to maintain perspective and not let minor setbacks overshadow significant blessings or assets.

	Wisdom in Decision Making: Reacting impulsively, the monkey rushed to recover the lost pea, which resulted in losing all it had. The story highlights the importance of making thoughtful and wise decisions instead of acting hastily.

	Prioritizing Wisely: The monkey prioritized a single pea over a handful of them. The story serves as a reminder to prioritize wisely, focusing on what's more important or valuable in the long run.

	Universality of Folly: The king's observation at the end suggests that folly is a universal trait, not confined to a particular species or status. It encourages introspection and learning from mistakes, whether they are made by oneself or observed in others.
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The River-Dwelling Otters And The Clever Jackal
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"If life were predictable it would cease to be life and be without flavor." -Eleanor Roosevelt

[image: image]

Once upon a time, nestled amongst the myriad tributaries of the majestic Ganges in the northeastern realms of India, were two otters. These creatures led a lively existence, engaging in hunts, frolicking in the water, and basking in the sun. Not far from their watery abode, a pair of jackals made their den, surviving by foraging along the river for any edible scraps.

On a splendid summer's day, an otter was out hunting in the river when he snagged a magnificent rohita fish. The fish was so enormous that it began to swim away with the otter. Fortunately, he was able to call his partner for assistance, and together they managed to secure their hefty prey. Their initial reaction was exhaustion, but as they regained their breath, they began debating over the division of the massive fish. What started as a discussion soon escalated into a dispute, making it clear that an agreement was not in sight.

At this opportune moment, a male jackal sauntered along the riverbank in search of food. The otters, delighted by his arrival, appealed to him, "Honorable Jackal, could you assist us in resolving this dispute? We can't seem to decide on how to portion this grand fish amongst ourselves."

Assuming an air of authority, the jackal replied in a solemn voice, "I am indeed the right choice for such a matter. I have experience in dealing with many similar predicaments and have always managed to resolve them amicably."

After inquiring about the incident surrounding the fish's capture and examining the fish meticulously, the jackal abruptly instructed, "The head is for you," to the otter on his left, and "The tail, for you," to the otter on his right. Both otters obeyed the jackal's directives and awaited further division.

Then, with an air of finality, the jackal announced, "I shall take the middle as my fee for mediating this dispute." Swiftly, he seized the large middle part of the fish and darted away.

The duped otters stood there dumbfounded, one holding the head, and the other, the tail. The one with the tail let it drop, lamenting, "If we hadn't been so greedy, we would still be enjoying that fine feast."

The other otter, dropping the fish head, responded, "It's a lesson I will remember for a long time to come."

Meanwhile, the jackal delightedly brought the massive piece of fish to his den, much to the delight of his waiting mate.
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What to Learn From This Story;
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	The Consequence of Greed: The otters' inability to fairly split the fish led them to lose it entirely. Their greed led to their downfall, showing that excessive desire for more can ultimately result in having less or even nothing.

	The Importance of Fair Negotiation: The otters, instead of finding a solution themselves, asked the jackal for help, who took advantage of their disagreement. The story emphasizes the importance of resolving disputes through fair negotiation.

	Wisdom Over Deception: The jackal outsmarted the otters by deceiving them, showing that sometimes, intelligence and cunning can overcome physical power. However, this should also serve as a caution against those who might use their wisdom for deception.

	Learn From Mistakes: The otters acknowledged their mistake and expressed their determination to learn from it, suggesting the importance of self-reflection and the ability to learn from one's mistakes.

	Beware of Those Who Offer to Help for Their Own Benefit: The jackal had his own interests in mind when he offered to help the otters. The story reminds us to be wary of those who seem to be helping but may be serving their own interests.
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The Saga Of The Parakeets And The Prankish Monkey
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"The only impossible journey is the one you never begin." -Tony Robbins
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Many years ago, in the verdant woods skirting the ancient city of Varanasi, dwelled a pair of striking parakeet siblings. The elder of the two was renowned for his profound wisdom, while his younger brother was a fledgling in the ways of the world. Both of them were blessed with dazzling plumage and perfectly sculpted physiques that commanded admiration.

A local trapper, upon witnessing their radiant beauty, hatched a plan to capture and offer them as gifts to the city's monarch. After several attempts, his perseverance bore fruit, and he successfully ensnared the splendid parakeets.

Upon receiving the magnificent birds, the king was overwhelmed with joy, rewarding the trapper handsomely. He ordered the construction of a gilded cage for his new companions, spoiling them with the finest grains, honey, and sugar water served in silver bowls. His frequent interactions with the parakeets soon made them the beloved pets of the entire royal court.

However, the parakeets' golden days were destined to fade. A woodsman, inspired by the bounty the king showered on the trapper, decided to present a large, tamed black monkey to the king. The arrival of the monkey, with its amusing faces and playful antics, quickly shifted the court's attention from the parakeets to their new entertainer. The monkey was pampered with delectable foods and a bed of silk cushions, while the parakeets were pushed into the background, with their meals now composed of common grains and plain water.

Disheartened by their fallen status, the younger parakeet proposed escaping back to the forest. "We deserve better than this! We were the royal favorites, not this monkey!" he complained to his older sibling. The wise elder, however, responded, "We must remember that gain and loss, praise and blame, pleasure and pain, and fame and dishonor are all ephemeral. They all come and go. Just as our fortune shifted, so will the monkey's."

As predicted, the monkey, growing restless and bored in the court, began terrorizing the royal children, pulling faces, flapping his ears and revealing his sharp teeth in a menacing manner. His actions, although amusing to him, terrified the children, causing them to avoid the room where the monkey resided. After their complaints reached the king, he, in a fit of anger, banished the monkey deep into the forest.

With the monkey gone, the court's favor returned to the parakeets. They were once again provided their luxurious foods and were frequently interacted with. Overjoyed by their regained popularity, the younger parakeet said to his elder, "Look, we have regained our rightful place at court and are receiving the attention we deserve." The older parakeet, ever unchanging in his demeanor through good times and bad, merely smiled at his younger sibling and remarked, "Relish these moments, for they too will change."
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What to Learn From This Story;
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	Impermanence: The story serves as a reminder that everything in life is impermanent. Fortunes rise and fall, and circumstances are ever-changing. The parakeets' time in favor, followed by the monkey's ascension and subsequent fall, illustrates this cyclical nature of life. The elder parakeet understands this, while the younger one learns it through experience.

	Wisdom and Maturity: The older parakeet displays a depth of wisdom and maturity, understanding the transient nature of their situation. He is not swayed by either the highs of being the court favorite or the lows of being forgotten. This is a valuable lesson in not letting external circumstances impact one's peace of mind.

	Deserving Attention: The younger parakeet's initial reaction to their change in fortune reveals a common misconception that attention or fame is a measure of worth. The story underlines that this is not true and that self-worth should not depend on external validation.

	Consequences of Actions: The monkey's behavior towards the children led to his downfall. This teaches us that our actions have consequences and that being mindful of how we treat others is essential.

	Patience and Persistence: The parakeets’ return to favor illustrates the importance of patience and persistence, even in times of difficulty. They endured the harsh phase, and eventually, things got better.



In sum, the story underscores the importance of wisdom, understanding the nature of life's impermanence, and treating others with respect and kindness.
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The Eminent Banyan Deer
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"Life is really simple, but we insist on making it complicated." -Confucius
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A long time ago, northward of the illustrious Indian city of Varanasi, an area revered for its distinguished herds of deer, now named Sarnath, existed. A magnificent and sagacious buck, named the Banyan king, led one herd. He boasted a dazzling golden hue with antlers akin to shimmering marble, hooves resembling polished ebony, and eyes mirroring two sparkling emeralds. He was adored by his entire herd. Adjacent to his territory, another herd existed, led by a deer known as the Branch king. This deer, equally alluring and golden, frequently sought advice and wisdom from the Banyan king.



The king of Varanasi, renowned for his wisdom, harbored a single weakness: a craving for fresh meat every day, with venison topping his list of favorites. After his daily court proceedings, the king and his entourage would ride northward of Varanasi for a hunting excursion. The king demanded that all villagers halt their work, infiltrate the woods, and coax the deer into the open. This routine was quite a disruption for the villagers, interrupting their daily chores.



One day, as everyone was gearing up to shepherd the deer, a young maiden proposed an innovative idea. "Why not herd all the deer into the king's enclosed park on the city's outskirts?" she suggested. "Then the king can hunt at his convenience, and our daily tasks won't be interrupted." Her idea was met with approval among the villagers.



The following day, in anticipation of the king's arrival, the villagers formed an expansive human circle, herding the deer towards the king's park. Both the Branch herd and the Banyan herd were herded successfully. Impressed by this ingenious idea, the king rewarded the villagers.



Over time, the king started dispatching his cook to kill a deer daily, causing havoc and fear among the deer. Wounded deer and injuries became a commonplace sight. To mitigate this chaos, the Banyan king suggested a lottery system to decide the daily sacrifice, alternating between the two herds. The idea was well-received by both herds.



However, one day a pregnant doe from the Branch herd was chosen as the sacrifice. She begged the Banyan king to spare her until her fawn was born. The king, moved by compassion, agreed and offered himself as the sacrifice instead. Seeing the Banyan king ready for sacrifice, the cook informed the human king about the turn of events.



The human king, in awe of the Banyan king's nobility and compassion, declared that he would no longer consume meat, demonstrating respect for the virtues and feelings of the animals. In a grand gesture, he released both the herds, letting them return to their original feeding grounds.



What to Learn From This Story;



	Compassion and Selflessness: The Banyan Deer King's act of self-sacrifice to save the pregnant doe illustrates the virtue of putting others before oneself. This altruism can inspire us to think beyond our own needs and wants to care for others.

	Leadership and Responsibility: The Banyan Deer King exemplifies the qualities of a true leader - he takes responsibility for his herd and is willing to make personal sacrifices for their well-being. This teaches us about the responsibility that comes with leadership and the importance of making decisions that benefit the whole community, even if they come at a personal cost.

	Respect for Life: The king's decision to stop eating meat after witnessing the noble act of the Banyan Deer King underlines the importance of respecting all forms of life. This can be seen as a message promoting empathy towards animals and discouraging harm towards them.

	The Power of Example: The story also shows that one's actions can have a significant impact and potentially change others' perspectives and behaviors. The Banyan Deer King's sacrifice not only saved his life and the doe's but also changed the king of Varanasi's lifestyle, ultimately saving the lives of many deer. This demonstrates how powerful leading by example can be.
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The Chatty Turtle
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"Do not let making a living prevent you from making a life." -John Wooden
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Once upon a time, nestled in the foot of the Himalayas, a spectacular lake sparkled under the sun. Two young geese resided here, their lives adorned with the splendor of water lilies and lotus blossoms. The sweet songs of birds from trees along the shoreline were their melodies. On a picturesque stone by the lake, they chanced upon a tortoise, a creature unusually verbose. The tortoise had an innate knack for chatter, seemingly relishing the hours spent conversing with the geese. Despite this, the geese cherished his company, finding his kindness and gentleness irresistible.



The trio enjoyed an idyllic friendship, basking in the warmth of summer and the colors of fall. But winter approached, the season that beckoned the geese to their winter home. The thought of leaving their friend filled their hearts with melancholy.



The tortoise suggested, "I could walk, but by the time I arrive, it might be time for you to return, and then I would..."



"Yes, yes," the geese cut him short, realizing the impracticality of the idea.



After a lot of pondering, an innovative idea struck the geese. They asked the tortoise, "Dear Tortoise, is it true that once your kind bites down on something, nothing can force you to release your grip?"



"Absolutely," the tortoise affirmed, "Our jaws are as strong as iron traps. We can..."



The geese, interrupting his enthusiastic response, laid out their plan. They proposed to hold a sturdy stick at both ends in their beaks. The tortoise could then bite down on the stick, and they could transport him to their winter abode. The only condition was that the tortoise couldn't utter a word during the journey, lest he lose his grip and plummet.



Excited by the prospect, the tortoise agreed eagerly, chattering about his impending aerial adventure. With a firm bite on the stick and the geese lifting him, the journey commenced smoothly. However, they flew lower than usual due to the tortoise's weight.



As they passed over a village, the sight of a turtle being airlifted by geese caught the villagers by surprise. A child yelled, "Hey Tortoise, why are you being carried by those geese?"



Unable to contain his excitement and forgetting the rule, the tortoise yelled back, "These are my friends, they're taking me to their winter home!" The moment the words left his mouth, he lost his grip and plummeted to the ground.



Devastated, the geese circled back, hoping against hope that their friend had survived the fall. But their fears were realized as they found him lifeless, his shell broken from the fall.



Blaming himself, one goose tearfully confessed, "It was my suggestion. Had we not thought of this plan, he would have been safe at the lake."



However, the other goose consoled, "Don't burden yourself with guilt. He knew what was expected of him. His inability to stop talking was his downfall."



What to Learn From This Story;



	Importance of Self-Control: The tortoise's inability to control his chatter led to his downfall. It's essential to exercise self-control, particularly when it's crucial to our well-being or survival.

	Consider the Consequences: The tortoise didn't consider the consequences of breaking the rule of staying silent during the journey. We should always be aware of the potential outcomes of our actions.

	Respect for Others' Suggestions: The geese gave the tortoise clear instructions for their plan to work, but he didn't heed them. It highlights the importance of respecting and following advice or rules laid out by others, particularly when they're for our benefit.

	Creativity and Innovation: The plan created by the geese to help the tortoise migrate with them shows their creativity and problem-solving skills. It teaches us that innovative solutions can often help overcome difficult problems.

	Friendship and Trust: The geese and tortoise shared a strong bond of friendship. They trusted each other, and the geese even devised a plan to stay together. Their friendship, trust, and efforts to help each other demonstrate the power and value of good relationships.
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The Partridge, The Primate, And The Mighty Elephant
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Life is a long lesson in humility. -James M. Barrie
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Once upon a time, nestled in the shadow of the majestic Himalayan peaks, an enormous banyan tree spread its branches. This grand tree was the regular gathering spot for an unusual trio of friends: a partridge, a monkey, and an elephant. Their friendship had been firm since the earliest memories they could muster, but lately, their bond was marred by increasing quarrels and discord. Wishing to preserve their longstanding camaraderie, they concluded that their relationship required a touch of organization. They resolved to establish a hierarchy, designating the eldest among them as their leader, thus aligning their friendship with the established customs of the world.



The mammoth banyan tree was selected as the measure to ascertain the oldest of the three friends.



The partridge turned to the elephant and inquired, "How big was this banyan tree when you first laid eyes on it?"



Deep in thought, the elephant eventually replied, "As a young calf, I recall the banyan tree was nothing more than a seedling, just tall enough to brush against my belly as I lumbered over it."



The monkey was asked the same question, to which he promptly responded, "My dear companions, I distinctly remember as a baby, sitting on the forest floor, I would stretch out and nibble on the tender sprouts of the banyan tree, then a mere shrub."



The question was then put to the partridge. "My memory of this grand tree stretches even further back," answered the bird, a note of nostalgia lacing her voice, "There once stood another majestic banyan tree across the river. I had feasted on its fruit and carried its seeds here in my belly. This magnificent tree that stands before us sprung from those very seeds."



With their jaws dropped in awe, the monkey and the elephant readily acknowledged that the partridge was undoubtedly the eldest of their group and that the position of honor should naturally be hers. They agreed henceforth to pay her due respect and heed her wisdom. The partridge, serious about her newly accorded status, mandated that mutual respect and dignity should govern their behavior, thereby eliminating the roots of their quarrels and ensuring the preservation of their friendship for the rest of their lives.




	[image: image]


	 
	[image: image]







[image: image]



What to Learn From This Story;
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	Respect and Honor: The animals' agreement to respect the partridge due to her age teaches the importance of showing honor and respect to those who are older or more experienced. This lesson is a universal one, applicable in many cultures and societies where elders are revered for their wisdom and experience.

	Conflict Resolution: The friends were able to resolve their disagreements by agreeing to a system of hierarchy. This demonstrates that conflicts, even among close friends, can be effectively resolved by clear communication and agreement on a resolution method.

	Mutual Respect and Dignity: The partridge’s decision to ensure all the animals treat each other with respect emphasizes the importance of treating others with dignity and respect, regardless of their status or position. This is a fundamental principle for maintaining harmony in any relationship.

	Acknowledging Differences: The story also teaches the lesson that differences, such as age in this case, can exist in any group. It's crucial to acknowledge these differences and use them as a basis for understanding and collaboration, rather than discord and disagreement.
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The Scarlet Primate And The Ebony Primate

[image: image]





[image: image]

Life is either a daring adventure or nothing. -Helen Keller

Once upon a time, there was a lush forest on the outskirts of the grand city of Varanasi. The forest was subjected to bouts of heavy rainfall that could last a week. During one such relentless rainstorm, a seasoned ebony primate, soaked to the skin, was trudging through the forest, seeking a refuge from the storm. After an exhaustive search, he chanced upon a comfortable cave shielded by rocks, with a young scarlet primate sitting leisurely at the entrance.

He contemplated, "This young primate will assuredly welcome an elder to share his warm shelter." He stood patiently at the cave entrance, awaiting an invitation that never came. The young primate appeared to be oblivious to his presence.

Indignant, the old monkey thought, "If this youngster will not welcome me, I must resort to trickery." He distended his belly as if he had indulged in a hearty meal and proclaimed, "Ah, those were undoubtedly the most delectable ripe figs I have ever savored, so succulent and sweet."

The scarlet primate was immediately captivated by the mention of ripe figs and said, "Greetings Uncle, how do you fare? You mention ripe figs. Are they located far from here?"

"Not at all," the ebony primate lied. "I'll provide you with directions, and you'll reach them promptly." Enticed by the promise of juicy figs, the red monkey scampered off, and the old monkey comfortably ensconced himself within the cave.

After a while, the red monkey returned, drenched and disheartened. He had scoured the directed area but didn't find a single fig. The rain showed no signs of relenting, and he was soaked and cold. To his dismay, he found the ebony primate sitting cozily at the cave's entrance.

Grasping that he had been duped, the red monkey decided to give the older monkey a taste of his own medicine. He patted his belly and said, "It was my pleasure to offer my shelter to my respected elder, and your advice was impeccable, Uncle. I've never tasted such delightful figs. There are still plenty left for you."

The ebony primate didn't budge, stared fixedly at the young primate, and retorted, "Did you show me respect by disregarding my presence in the rain? Only a dim-witted monkey would fall for his own ploy. Be gone, and learn to show appropriate respect to your elders in the future."

Chastened and still dripping, the scarlet primate slunk away to find another shelter.
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What to Learn From This Story;
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	Respect for Elders: The story highlights the importance of showing respect to elders. When the red monkey failed to invite the elder monkey into the shelter, he behaved disrespectfully. The story thus reminds us that we should always respect and be courteous to our elders.

	Consequences of Deceit: The black monkey used deceit to gain access to the cave, and the red monkey tried to use the same strategy to reclaim his shelter. Neither of their deceitful actions led to a positive outcome, illustrating the point that dishonesty and trickery often backfire.

	Learning from Experience: The black monkey didn't fall for the same trick he played on the red monkey because of his experience. This underscores the value of learning from one's experiences to avoid making the same mistakes again.

	Compassion and Sharing: The red monkey, despite having enough shelter, did not share it with the black monkey initially. The story emphasises the importance of sharing, especially in times of need.

	Humility: In the end, the red monkey learns a lesson in humility when the black monkey sends him away. Pride can often lead to our downfall, so it's essential to remain humble.

	Wisdom over Youth: The story also suggests that wisdom often comes with age and experience. The older black monkey was able to outsmart the younger red monkey due to his wisdom and life experiences.
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The Trio Of Aquatic Dwellers
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"In the depth of winter, I finally learned that within me there lay an invincible summer." -Albert Camus
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Once upon a time, in the shadow of the majestic Himalayan Mountains, the turbulent waters of the Ganges River were home to three unique fish. The first one was known as Ponderous, who was notorious for overthinking every situation to the point of inaction. The second was named Impetuous, marked by his impulsive nature and lack of forethought. The third fish was Wise, always carefully assessing his surroundings and making decisions judiciously.



These aquatic companions were making their way downstream, feasting on the increasingly abundant food supplies. Yet Wise, aware of the lurking dangers downstream where fishermen laid their traps, voiced his concerns to Ponderous and Impetuous. He suggested, "We ought to return upstream before we become dinner for some humans."



However, Impetuous, entranced by the plentiful food supply, continued his reckless journey downstream, not sparing a second thought to Wise's warning. Ponderous, as usual, found himself ensnared in the trap of indecision, ultimately deciding to trail behind Impetuous. Concerned for his friends, Wise reluctantly followed them but kept a cautious distance.



As feared, Impetuous and Ponderous ended up tangled in a fisherman's net downstream. Witnessing this from afar, Wise knew he had to act swiftly. He made a dash towards the net, splashing vehemently as if he had broken through the net and escaped upstream. Then he swiftly swam to the other end of the net, repeating the same spectacle to create the illusion of a downstream escape. Fooled by Wise's tactics, the fishermen assumed their net was damaged and hastily reeled it in, unwittingly setting Ponderous and Impetuous free.



The near-death experience was a wake-up call for the two wayward fish. Finally understanding the value of Wise's advice, they followed him upstream. Even though the food was less abundant there, they were safe from the predatory humans and their traps.




––––––––
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What to Learn From This Story;

	Consideration and Prudence: The thoughtful fish not only understood the potential dangers that lay ahead but also devised a smart plan to save his friends. This emphasizes the importance of evaluating potential risks before proceeding with a decision.

	Consequences of Impulsivity: The impulsive fish did not consider the possible dangers and blindly rushed ahead because of the immediate rewards (more food). This action nearly cost him his life, teaching us the importance of not being guided solely by immediate gratification.

	Paralysis by Analysis: Overthinking can lead to indecisiveness and failure to act, as shown by the over-thinker fish. It is crucial to strike a balance between thought and action.

	Value of Good Advice: The story underscores the importance of heeding good advice. The impulsive and over-thinker fish initially disregarded the thoughtful fish's advice, leading them into danger.

	Importance of Teamwork and Loyalty: Even though he knew the dangers, the thoughtful fish still followed his friends, demonstrating the importance of loyalty and teamwork. His quick thinking and actions eventually saved them all.
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The Fickle Wolf

[image: image]





"Don't be distracted by criticism. Remember — the only taste of success some people get is to take a bite out of you." -Zig Ziglar
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Once upon a time, near the mighty Ganges River, a wolf resided on a high, stony ledge along the riverbank. One winter night, while he slumbered, the river flooded, and he awoke to find himself trapped on an island in the river, with perilous currents swirling swiftly around him.

Marooned and foodless, he pondered, "Perhaps there's a silver lining in this predicament. I have no sustenance and absolutely no diversions. Ah! An idea strikes me," he voiced with a newfound enthusiasm, "I shall undertake a sacred fast. I've always been a self-indulgent wolf, primarily concerned with my own needs. Now, I have the opportunity and circumstances to fast, meditate, and contemplate how to evolve into a more virtuous and sacred being. I hereby swear not to eat until the river recedes."

After making the pledge, the wolf adopted the lotus position that he had observed holy men using, appearing genuinely committed to his resolution. To his astonishment, a chubby little goat was swept onto his tiny rocky island soon after.

Upon sighting the goat, the wolf declared, "I'll commence my fast tomorrow," and lunged at the little goat. However, the goat was remarkably swift and deftly dodged the wolf's attacks every time. Despite repeated attempts, the wolf was always a whisker away from catching the nimble creature. Eventually, utterly spent, he abandoned the chase and returned to his meditation spot. Once he had regained his breath, he announced, "Well, I didn't breach my fast and I shall resume my sacred practices."

Not too far from the island, a large white pelican was swimming and had observed the wolf's spiritual initiation, temporary lapse, and subsequent recommitment. Unable to bear the wolf's duplicity, she swam closer to the island and remarked, "Mr. Wolf, you're truly an extraordinary creature. You take a vow, disregard the vow, and then behave as though the vow was never violated. Vows are as challenging to adhere to as they are simple to declare. A sacred wolf indeed!"

What to Learn From This Story;

	Integrity and Sincerity: Your words and actions should align. The wolf makes a vow of fasting, but the moment food is available, he abandons his commitment. It is essential to uphold our promises, showing integrity and sincerity in our actions.

	Consistency and Discipline: Fasting or self-improvement isn't an easy task, and consistency is key to achieve our goals. The wolf quickly gives up on his vow at the first sight of an easy opportunity, indicating a lack of discipline.

	Impulsiveness and Short-Term Gratification: The wolf's decision to break his fast for immediate gratification underlines the problems of impulsiveness and lack of foresight. It is crucial to resist short-term temptations for long-term benefits.

	Accountability: It's important to hold oneself accountable for one's actions. Instead of acknowledging his failure to stick to his vow, the wolf acts as though nothing happened, demonstrating a lack of accountability.

	Authenticity: Genuine change comes from within and not from external circumstances. The wolf's decision to fast was more out of necessity rather than an inner desire to change, which is why he could not stick to it when presented with the opportunity to eat.



In conclusion, the story underscores the importance of sincerity, discipline, accountability, foresight, and authenticity.
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The Twin Fawns
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Whether you think you can or you think you can't, you're right. -Henry Ford
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Once upon a time in the verdant forests to the north of the majestic city of Varanasi, a herd of deer was led by an aged, wise stag. This seasoned deer was an esteemed mentor to many younger ones, who would come under his guidance to understand the subtleties of the forest and the art of survival. One fine day, the elder stag's youngest sister approached him with her twin fawns, saying, "Esteemed brother, my fawns are now at an age where they must understand the secrets of the forest and learn the principles of survival. Would you kindly enlighten them?"

"With pleasure, dear sister. Ask them to join me at noon tomorrow," replied the elder stag.

The following day, as the sun reached its zenith, one of the fawns presented himself for the lessons, while the other was absent. The missing fawn was known for his frivolity and saw more appeal in frolicking in the forest than in the wise words of his elder.

Days turned into weeks with the pattern unchanging; the foolish fawn kept choosing play over knowledge. Then, fate had its way. The frivolous fawn, engrossed in his play, was caught in a hunter's trap. His struggles only tightened the snare, wounding him severely. When the hunter finally arrived, he found the terrified fawn trapped and eventually killed him for his meat.

News of the mishap reached the herd, leaving the mother and the wise elder stag devastated. Despite the loss, the sensible fawn continued his lessons, learning all the wisdom his uncle could impart.

As destiny would have it, the prudent fawn found himself ensnared one day, but his response was distinctly different from his brother's. After alerting the herd of the danger, he started to create an illusion of struggle by digging around the snare. He then feigned death convincingly by puffing his body, rolling his eyes back, and letting his tongue hang out of his mouth, all while suppressing any sign of life.

When the hunter arrived, he was fooled into believing that the fawn had been dead for a while and was starting to rot. He released the snare, intending to butcher the fawn immediately. The moment the hunter turned to retrieve his knives, the clever fawn leaped up and darted into the dense forest, leaving the stunned hunter behind.

Upon the fawn's return, the herd, especially his mother, was overjoyed. The wise elder stag, though happy, was not surprised; he knew his diligent student had learned his lessons well. The young fawn's return only reinforced the rewards of earnest learning and wisdom.
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What to Learn From This Story;
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	The importance of education and learning: The story underlines the crucial role of knowledge and education in survival and navigating through difficulties. The sensible fawn's diligent learning ultimately saves his life.

	Wisdom over rashness: The foolish fawn's rashness and ignorance lead to his unfortunate end, while the wise fawn's thoughtfulness and intelligence ensure his safety. The story emphasizes that wisdom and a calm, measured approach to problem-solving can be life-saving.

	The value of listening to elders and experts: Elders and experts often have a wealth of knowledge and experience to share. The story shows that ignoring this wisdom can have dire consequences, while taking the time to listen and learn can be beneficial.

	The usefulness of cunning and strategy: The story illustrates how intelligence and strategic thinking can be more powerful than physical strength when facing a challenge. The wise fawn cleverly tricks the hunter, proving that brains can indeed triumph over brawn.

	Caution against carelessness and complacency: The story warns against the dangers of taking unnecessary risks or neglecting serious responsibilities. The foolish fawn's carelessness and nonchalant attitude towards learning important survival skills lead to his demise.
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The Deceitful Heron
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"I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel." -Maya Angelou
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Once upon a time in the wetlands of northeastern India, there existed a charming little pond, jam-packed with various species of fish. Every year during the severe dry season, the water levels of this pond would dwindle, placing its aquatic inhabitants in grave peril. Observing this predicament, a cunning heron saw an opportunity to satiate his gluttonous desires.



The heron lingered by the pond's edge, pretending to be deep in thought. Noticing this unusual behavior, the leader of the fish swam up to the surface and asked, "Mr. Heron, what is it that occupies your thoughts so deeply, while you abstain from your regular fishing?"



With feigned concern, the heron replied, "Ah, I was pondering over your plight. I fear your home here will soon dry up, and you all will perish. As I was ruminating over this sad fate, it occurred to me that there's a larger, deeper pond not far from here. I would be willing to transport you there, one by one."



Doubtful, the fish retorted, "How do we know you won't just eat us, one by one, if we consent to this plan?"



In response, the sly heron suggested, "If my word isn't enough, allow me to take one of you to the pond and bring you back. That way, you can validate my intentions."



After a council, a brave, one-eyed fish volunteered to be the first to go. True to his word, the heron transported him to the larger pond, which was indeed as luxurious and abundant as promised. Upon returning, the one-eyed fish relayed the amazing prospects of the new home, leading the other fish to consent to the heron's proposal.



With their consent, the wicked heron commenced the transport. Starting with the one-eyed fish, he flew them to a large tree near the bigger pond, devoured them, and discarded their bones at the base of the tree. The cruel cycle continued until the entire fish population was wiped out.



All that remained in the small pond now was a large crab. Approaching him, the heron proposed the same plan. But the crab, suspicious of the heron's bloated appearance, decided to teach the deceitful bird a lesson.



He agreed to the heron's proposal on one condition – he would cling onto the heron's neck with his claws, to ensure he wouldn't be dropped accidentally. The overconfident heron agreed, oblivious to the impending danger.



As they soared over the larger pond, the crab inquired innocently if this was their destination. The heron, now on his dining perch, jeered, revealing his vile intentions. Panicked but determined, the crab tightened his grip around the heron's neck, forcing the bird to descend into the larger pond.



As they touched down, the crab knew his life was at stake the moment he would release the heron. Remembering the fate of his fish friends, he made a swift decision. As the heron leaned in to release him, the crab clamped his powerful claw around the heron's neck, severing it cleanly, just like one would slice a lotus stalk.



Thus ended the reign of the wicked heron, outwitted by the wisdom and bravery of the lone crab.





What to Learn From This Story;



	Deception and Greed Are Self-Destructive: The heron's deceptive ways and insatiable greed led to its downfall. Even if one's deceit succeeds in the short term, it will eventually lead to self-destruction.

	Wisdom Overcomes Cunning: The crab, despite being physically weaker than the heron, used his intelligence to defeat the bird. This teaches us that wisdom and clever thinking can help us overcome even the most formidable challenges.

	Do Not Easily Trust: The fish, out of desperation and naivety, trusted the heron without questioning his intentions. This led to their doom. The story thus advises us to be careful about whom we trust, especially during desperate times.

	Bravery and Quick Thinking Save the Day: The crab's courage in confronting the heron and his quick thinking in a crisis saved his life and avenged his friends. The story underscores the importance of bravery and adaptability in critical situations.
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The Strategic Partridge
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"Winning isn't everything, but wanting to win is." -Vince Lombardi
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Once upon a time, nestled in the northeast of India near the mighty Himalayas, lived an intelligent and vigorous young partridge. Her days were filled with joy as she feasted on seeds and engaged with her fellow birds. She was widely recognized for her sharp wit and judicious demeanor.



However, one day, she overlooked the caution she usually practiced and didn't notice a fowler stealthily approaching her flock while they were absorbed in foraging in a lush meadow. Suddenly, a net cascaded over them, ensnaring a significant number of her companions, including her.



As she writhed, attempting to break free, the hunter carefully bundled up the net, ensuring that no bird could escape. He then started extracting the partridges from the net, one after another, placing them into a sturdy wooden cage. When the hunter reached for our wise partridge, she resisted vehemently, yet she was ultimately unsuccessful in evading capture.



The fowler envisioned selling the birds in the town's market, where they'd be purchased for meals. However, he knew the birds would fetch a higher price if they were plumper than their usual lean physique. He decided to feed them an ample diet of grain and water at his home. The birds, now frantic within the confines of the small cage, fluttered about chaotically, bumping into one another. 



Yet, when food was offered, they succumbed to their hunger and indulged — all except for the strategic partridge. She was well-aware of the fowler's scheme and chose to starve herself, growing leaner, and consequently, less appetizing for prospective buyers. This decision meant enduring painful hunger and appearing emaciated, but she realized that this might be her only avenue to freedom.



When the fowler deemed the birds adequately fattened and prepared to take them to the market, he noticed one partridge that was conspicuously thin. He reached into the cage, and the prominent ribcage of the partridge could be felt through her feathers. Puzzled, he took the bird out to investigate her unusual state. The strategic partridge lay motionless until the hunter momentarily loosened his grip. Seizing this opportunity, she summoned all her remaining strength, freed herself from his grasp, and soared into the sky.



Through her sacrifice and endurance, she managed to secure her freedom. She had endured the pain of hunger and deprivation, but it had allowed her to reclaim her life and the chance to thrive in the coming years. She returned to her remaining flock in the forest and shared her tale of capture and escape, prompting them all to pledge to be more vigilant in watching for hunters in the future.

What to Learn From This Story;



	Strategic Sacrifice: The story emphasizes the importance of making sacrifices in the present for the sake of future gains. The partridge chooses to starve and endure hunger, making herself less attractive to potential buyers, which ultimately leads to her escape and survival.

	Critical Thinking and Adaptability: The partridge demonstrates the ability to think critically about her situation and adapt accordingly. Rather than following the flock's behavior, she assesses the situation, understands the fowler's intentions, and devises a plan to thwart them. This highlights the value of independent thinking and adaptability in dire situations.

	Vigilance and Learning from Mistakes: The partridge and her flock learn a hard lesson about vigilance and the importance of learning from one's mistakes. The oversight that leads to their capture becomes a valuable lesson for the future. They vow to remain alert, preventing a similar situation from happening again.

	Courage and Perseverance: The story portrays the importance of courage and perseverance in the face of adversity. The partridge doesn't give in to fear or despair but instead shows immense courage and determination in her struggle for freedom.

	Importance of Strategy over Immediate Gratification: The partridge's choice to forego immediate gratification (food) for a long-term benefit (freedom) is a valuable lesson. Often, success and survival require strategy and the ability to delay immediate gratification.
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The Hypocritical Dove
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"If you look at what you have in life, you'll always have more. If you look at what you don't have in life, you'll never have enough." -Oprah Winfrey
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Once upon a time, in the northeastern corners of India, lived a grand assembly of doves. The forest, littered with seeds and nuts among fallen leaves and twigs, served as their primary source of sustenance. In the midst of this forest ran a wide road, trodden by numerous wagons carrying a variety of grains and beans destined for the bustling markets of Varanasi. The jostling of these wagons often resulted in the spilling of some grains on the road. The path was also frequented by the elegant carriages of the nobility, drawn by swift horses.



Among the doves, there existed one particularly audacious individual, who relished the delicious morsels scattered on the road while advising her counterparts to steer clear of it. "Dear friends," she would caution, "The road is fraught with dangers. Elephants, ferocious oxen, and swift horses are just some of the hazards that could trample unsuspecting birds." This recurring advice led to her nickname, "The Counselor." However, her appetite for the easy pickings near the road overpowered her own counsel.



One fateful day, while she was indulging in a particularly tasty pile of rice, she noticed a carriage drawing near. She assured herself, "The horse isn't galloping too fast. I surely have time for a few more morsels before taking flight." Alas, her judgment was flawed. The horse, swift as the wind, was upon her before she could react. The wheel of the carriage ran over her, ending her life instantly.



Her sudden disappearance alarmed her flock. After some time, they embarked on a search for her. Overflying the road, a dove spotted the lifeless Counselor lying by the roadside, adjacent to the pile of rice. The shocking sight left him dumbfounded. Despite her constant warnings against the road, there she lay, a casualty of its perils. He swiftly returned to the flock and led them to the tragic sight.



Hovering above their fallen friend, one dove solemnly stated, "Her advice was sound; it's unfortunate she didn't heed it herself. Greed can indeed lead to the most tragic outcomes."



What to Learn From This Story:



	Hypocrisy: The story illustrates the negative consequences of hypocrisy. The dove who warned others about the dangers of the road, yet couldn't resist the temptation herself, highlights the importance of practicing what you preach.

	Greed: The dove's greed led her to ignore her own advice, ultimately resulting in her death. This teaches us that excessive greed can blind us to risks and lead to negative outcomes.

	Misjudgment: The dove misjudged the speed of the approaching carriage, which ended up costing her life. This emphasizes the importance of accurate assessment in making decisions.

	Consistency between Words and Actions: The story highlights the importance of aligning our actions with our words. Not doing so can damage our credibility and may lead to unfortunate consequences, as it did for the dove.

	Respect for One's Own Advice: If a piece of advice is worth giving to others, it's worth following oneself. The story underscores the importance of not only offering sound advice but also adhering to it.
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The Hermit And His Forest Friends
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"I didn't fail the test. I just found 100 ways to do it wrong." -Benjamin Franklin
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In a distant epoch, a wise man, seeking enlightenment, decided to live in solitude amidst the towering peaks of the Himalayas. One particular summer, a devastating drought had gripped the area, causing streams to dry up under the relentless sun. In response to his need for water, the wise hermit dug a well.

The inhabitants of the forest, the animals, were greatly suffering due to the water scarcity, with many at the brink of death. Feeling a profound compassion for these creatures, the hermit resolved to assist them. He cut down a sizable dead tree and carved out its middle to fashion a capacious trough. The task was physically demanding in the unbearable heat, yet he carried on, aware that the animals' survival was at stake. Once the trough was ready, he proceeded to fill it with water from his well, an equally laborious task, but he managed to accomplish it.

The desperate animals of the forest, guided by the scent of the precious liquid, gradually began to approach the trough. Initially, it was the smaller creatures like birds, rabbits, and squirrels that ventured forth. Then, larger animals such as deer and wild boars quenched their thirst. Eventually, even the mighty tiger came, drinking from the hermit's trough in a rare moment of peace.

The hermit had to devote almost all his time to replenishing the water in the trough, so much so that he barely had time to forage for his meals. Seeing his waning strength, the animals decided to repay his kindness. They knew hidden corners in the forest where they could still find edible roots, berries, and fruits. They gathered these for the hermit, who was deeply touched by their reciprocation of his kindness. Throughout the drought, this cycle continued—the hermit providing water for the animals, and the animals bringing food for the hermit.

Finally, when the rains arrived and the drought was no more, the streams filled up again. The hermit no longer needed to maintain the trough, and he could now gather his own food. However, the bond that he had formed with the animals persisted. The animals would often visit, resting near his humble abode or perching on the nearby trees, content in the company of the friend who had once saved their lives.
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What to Learn From This Story:
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	Compassion and Kindness: The hermit's actions demonstrate the importance of compassion and kindness. Regardless of the hardships he faced, he persisted in providing water for the animals during a drought, showcasing his selfless concern for others' wellbeing.

	Interconnectedness and Mutual Aid: The hermit's relationship with the animals embodies the interconnectedness of all life forms. The animals reciprocated the hermit's kindness by providing food for him when he needed it, illustrating the mutual aid and cooperative survival that can exist in nature.

	Gratitude and Reciprocity: The animals' efforts to help the hermit reflects gratitude and the principle of reciprocity. They remembered the hermit's kindness and returned the favor, which indicates the importance of appreciating and repaying kindness whenever possible.

	Harmony and Peace: The peaceful coexistence between the hermit and the animals, even including a tiger, highlights the possibility of harmony among diverse creatures. It's a testament to the peace that can be achieved when we approach others with kindness and understanding.

	Persistence and Resilience: The hermit's consistent effort to provide water, even in the face of extreme physical hardship, exhibits the virtues of persistence and resilience. It teaches us to continue our good efforts, even when they are challenging.
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The Raven And The Elegant Ducks
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"Nothing is impossible, the word itself says, ‘I'm possible!'" -Audrey Hepburn




Once upon a time, in the grand metropolis of Varanasi, there dwelled a raven who survived by being a scavenger, feasting on carcasses and pilfering leftovers left out by humans. He was a crafty bird, always discontented with his lot. In an ambitious quest to diversify his diet, he ventured along the Ganges River, hoping to find any deceased fish washed up on its banks. While scouting, he spotted a pair of magnificent ruddy ducks gliding serenely on the river. Intrigued, he pondered, "How striking these ducks are with their radiant red hue. I wonder what delicacies they consume to possess such dazzling colors. I must find out and consume the same to transform my dull grey and black plumage into that vibrant reddish tone."



With this plan in mind, he swooped down and alighted on the riverbank, approaching the ducks, "Esteemed avian companions, may I inquire what variety of fish or meat you consume to bestow upon your feathers such a splendid color?"



The ducks glanced at the raven warily, well aware of the notorious reputation of these birds. The male duck responded, "Mr. Raven, we consume neither fish nor any form of flesh. It's against our nature to consume another being's body. Our sole desire is peace and happiness for all. Our diet consists solely of aquatic plants from the river bed. This is sufficient for our sustenance."



"Impossible," retorted the raven, "Aquatic plants cannot possibly yield the vibrant color of your plumage. There must be some secret food you feast upon and are withholding from me. I consume an array of meats and whatever I can scavenge, yet my plumage remains these drab tones."



"Raven," interjected the female duck, "our diet is indeed limited to aquatic plants. However, beauty is not solely determined by what you consume but also by your actions. You are a creature known for theft and feasting on your fellow beings' flesh. Do not anticipate radiating beauty under such conditions. Transform your habits. Prioritize others' wellbeing, and beauty will follow naturally."



Upon hearing this, the raven looked at the ducks disdainfully and retorted, "If that's the secret, I'll forgo your beauty. I'm content with my lifestyle." With a piercing "Caw! Caw! Caw!" echoing through the air, he took flight, resuming his search for deceased fish.
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What to Learn From This Story;
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	The Inner Self Reflects on the Outer Appearance: The story emphasizes the belief that our outer appearance often reflects our inner self. The raven, with its habits of scavenging and theft, maintained a drab appearance, while the peaceful and herbivorous ducks had vibrant and beautiful plumage.

	Peace and Kindness Nurture Beauty: The ducks symbolize peaceful living and kindness to all beings. They illustrate that these qualities bring a kind of beauty that cannot be achieved through superficial means, such as diet alone.

	Acceptance and Contentment: The raven's final reaction shows the importance of acceptance and contentment. Despite the prospect of becoming more beautiful, the raven chooses to accept its nature and continue its way of life. This implies a sense of contentment with one's nature, despite its flaws.

	The Futility of Imitation: The raven's initial intent was to imitate the ducks' diet to gain their beauty. However, the story points out the futility of such imitation. True change and growth come from within, based on one's actions and intentions, not merely by copying others.

	Wisdom Over Appearance: The ducks' wisdom in their response to the raven illustrates the value of wisdom over mere physical appearance. They knew that their beauty came from their lifestyle and their inner peace, rather than their diet. This places a higher value on wisdom and inner peace than on external beauty.
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The Antelope Who Stood At Alert
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"Courage is grace under pressure." -Ernest Hemingway
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Once upon a time, just outside the bustling city of Varanasi in India, a bright and lovely antelope made her home in a leafy forest, munching happily on the fruit that tumbled down from the trees, never bothering a single soul. However, the forest was also the hunting ground for a cunning hunter who made his living by hunting the creatures of the forest.

Now, this clever hunter had a nifty trick up his sleeve. He would build a hidden lookout in the treetops of fruit trees. When unsuspecting animals came to snack on the fallen fruits, BAM! They'd never know what hit them. They were used to scanning the forest floor for danger, not expecting threats from above.

One day, the hunter spotted a tree whose fruits were just ripening and dropping. Around the tree were the fresh tracks of an antelope and other signs of an animal's feast. So, the hunter decided to set up his treetop ambush there. He skillfully built a sturdy platform where he could stand, throw his spear with all his power, and still stay balanced. After erasing all traces of his activity, he left for the night.

Before the crack of dawn the next day, the hunter was already in his hideout, eyes keen and spear ready. As daylight filtered through the leaves, he spotted an antelope slowly approaching the tree. It was the same antelope who had been enjoying the tree's fruits for years. But as she neared the tree, she sniffed something odd in the air—a hint of human smell. She froze, trying to make sense of the scent.

The hunter noticed her hesitation and pondered his next move. To lure the antelope closer, he quietly tossed some ripe fruits toward her. But this only confirmed the antelope's suspicion. With her sharp eyes, she spotted the hunter concealed amongst the leaves. Deciding to tease him a little, she said, "Dear sepanni tree, something strange is happening today. Your fruit, which usually drop straight down, seem to be flying towards me. And instead of falling one by one, three have come at once without any wind. It seems you've forgotten how to be a tree, so I'll go find another one that hasn't!" With that, she began to move away.

This angered the hunter, and standing up in his hideout, he hurled his spear, which fell far short of the antelope. "Get out of here! You escaped today, but one day my spear will get you!" he shouted.

The antelope paused and gave the hunter some words to ponder, "Hunter, you might want to rethink your choices. Using tricks to harm the peaceful beings of the forest can only lead to harsh consequences in the end. Reflect on your actions today."
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What to Learn from This Story
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This story unfolds several important lessons that are quite relevant to our lives:

Firstly, the concept of intuition and awareness is highlighted through the antelope's ability to sense danger and avoid the hunter's trap. It reminds us of the importance of being attentive and trusting our instincts in various situations, as this heightened sense of awareness can protect us from potential harm.

The contrast between the hunter's cunningness and the antelope's wisdom emphasizes the value of wisdom over deceit and trickery. The story encourages us to seek knowledge and understanding rather than resorting to dishonest tactics, as wisdom leads to better outcomes and genuine connections with others.

Humor and wit are also showcased through the antelope's clever retort to the hunter's attempt to deceive her. It demonstrates that humor can be a powerful tool to disarm an opponent or diffuse tense situations without resorting to aggression.

The theme of Karma and consequences plays a significant role in the story. The antelope warns the hunter about the consequences of causing harm to others, emphasizing that our actions have repercussions. This encourages us to consider the impact of our behavior on others and strive for compassion and empathy in our interactions.

Lastly, compassion is exemplified through the antelope's final message to the hunter. Instead of retaliating with a threat, she offers advice out of concern for his well-being. This highlights the importance of treating others with compassion and understanding, even when faced with hostility or harm.

In conclusion, the story of the antelope and the hunter offers valuable insights into intuition, wisdom, humor, karma, and compassion. It encourages us to be mindful of our actions, seek understanding, and treat others with empathy and kindness.
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The Parakeet That Understands Responsibilities
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"You become what you believe." -Oprah Winfrey
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Once upon a time, nestled in the heartland of India, a vibrant flock of parakeets had their home in a cluster of kapok trees atop a hill. Their society was governed by a sagacious king and queen, who had birthed an extraordinarily stunning son whose beauty amplified with each passing season. As the royal couple grew older and frailer, unable to lead their community to lush feeding grounds, they passed this responsibility to their son. He accepted his new role with honor, promising to care for them just as they had nurtured him during his formative years.

Their habitat was surrounded by vast lands belonging to a prosperous landowner who had over a thousand acres sown with rice. Each fifty-acre plot was supervised by a separate caretaker. The lush rice fields at the base of the parakeet's hill were now ripe, attracting the young parakeet king who led his flock there for feasting. The assigned caretaker, unhappy about the birds eating the rice, tried to drive them away, but they would simply relocate within the field. Amid the flock, one parakeet caught his attention - the most magnificent bird that, after satiating its hunger, would gather a sizable amount of rice in its beak and fly away. Such behavior baffled the man, as he had never witnessed a parakeet collecting rice before.

As the parakeets continued to feed on the rice, the man grew anxious, fearing the landowner might blame him for the loss. He decided to inform his employer of the situation. The landowner, unperturbed by the birds feasting on his crop, was intrigued by the story of the rice-gathering parakeet. He instructed the man to catch this intriguing bird alive and bring it to him. Relieved that his employer was not bothered about the crop loss, the caretaker set a trap in the spot where the parakeet king usually fed.

The following day, the parakeet king unknowingly walked into the trap. His leg caught in the snare, he thought, "If I cry out now, the entire flock will scatter, missing their meal. I'll endure the pain until they've eaten, then raise the alarm." He did just that. Once he was sure his flock had eaten their fill, he raised an alarm, causing the birds to fly away in fear, leaving him alone in the trap.

On hearing the commotion from his hut, the caretaker rushed to the snare, delighted to find the very bird he was tasked to capture. Tying the parakeet's legs together, he took the captured bird to the landowner, who carefully held the bird and asked, "Beautiful parakeet, why do you carry away beaks full of my rice? Do you own a farm or a granary? Or are you trying to retaliate against me?"

The parakeet replied with a tender voice, "Kind sir, I bear no grudge against you, nor do I own a granary or a farm. I am just fulfilling my duty. My parents, weak and old, depend on me for food. Out of my deep love for them, I bring back food, just as they did for me in my early days."

Touched by the parakeet's devotion and kindness towards his elderly parents, the landowner said, "Noble bird, your thoughts reflect love and respect." He untied the straps binding the bird's legs and applied soothing oils to the wounds caused by the trap. After feeding the parakeet some sweet corn and sugar water, he freed the bird, saying, "Return to your flock and your parents. You and your flock are free to feed from my fields anytime. You have taught me the true meaning of love and respect towards parents."
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What to Learn from This Story
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In the story of the parakeet king, several important themes and lessons are highlighted. One of the central themes is the idea of responsibility and duty. When the king's parents grow old and are unable to lead the flock, he steps up to take on the responsibility of leadership. This reflects the necessity of being responsible in every phase of life, whether it is in our family, community, or work.

Another significant lesson from the story is the importance of respect and care for the elderly. The parakeet king's devotion to his aging parents shows the value of treating the elderly with respect and providing them with the care and support they need. This echoes the universal principle of honoring those who have cared for us throughout our lives.

Patience and sacrifice are also emphasized in the story. The parakeet king endures the pain of the snare to allow his flock to eat their fill, illustrating the significance of being patient and making sacrifices for the well-being of others. This selflessness and concern for others' welfare are vital traits to cultivate in our own lives.

Kindness and empathy play a crucial role in the story as well. The landowner's response upon understanding the parakeet king's situation shows empathy and kindness. Instead of reacting harshly, he treats the parakeet with compassion and learns a valuable lesson from its actions. This highlights the importance of being kind and understanding towards all beings, even those different from us.

Lastly, the story underscores the idea that wisdom and learning can come from unexpected sources. The landowner learns a profound lesson about love and respect from the parakeet, demonstrating that we should always remain open to learning from all experiences and encounters. It reminds us that valuable insights can be gained from being receptive and open-minded.

In conclusion, the story of the parakeet king imparts important lessons about responsibility, respect for the elderly, patience, sacrifice, kindness, empathy, and the value of continuous learning and wisdom. These lessons serve as valuable guides for leading a compassionate and fulfilling life.
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The Clever Rooster And The Cunning Falcon
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The hardest thing to learn in life is which bridge to cross and which bridge to burn. David Russell
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In the historical Bamboo Grove near Rajgir in northeastern India, there once thrived a vibrant community of wild fowls. They enjoyed their tranquil lives, basking in the sun, foraging for meals amidst the meadows, and exploring the forest grounds. However, tranquility was disrupted by the arrival of a formidable falcon. His hunting prowess was unmatched, swooping down upon the wild fowl with lightning speed, snatching them with his mighty talons, and feasting upon them. The wild fowl's numbers dwindled rapidly, with nearly half their flock falling prey to the falcon.

A clever rooster, who served as the flock's leader, realized the need for a survival strategy. He began keeping the remnants of the flock within the confines of the dense bamboo grove. The bamboo's thick stalks and lush foliage created a protective barrier, prohibiting the swift falcon from snatching any more birds.

Despite his failed attempts, the falcon recognized the rooster's leadership and devised a scheme to lure the rooster into an open area. Once the rooster was out of the way, the falcon hoped to easily feast on the remaining birds.

The falcon perched on a nearby tree branch and addressed the rooster, "Noble fowl, I've been watching your dignified leadership and the significant influence you have on your flock. Fear me not, I only wish to befriend you. I'm aware of a place abundant with delicious seeds nearby. Join me and let's feast together as allies."

The rooster replied, "Magnificent hunter, it's impossible for a friendship to blossom between us. Depart from here, your companionship is unnecessary to me."

The falcon pleaded, "Honorable sir, I have transformed. I no longer prey on fowl; instead, I aspire to be their ally and guardian. Grant me an opportunity to demonstrate my sincerity."

The rooster responded, "I've always believed in these principles—'Trust not those who spin tales, those guided by self-interest, or those that pretend excessive piety. Distrust those with fluctuating minds, as they are likely to waver once again. Do not trust the violent, as they may unleash their aggression upon you. Beware of false sweet words that lack sincerity, for they are meant to mislead.'

These principles guide me not to trust you, falcon. As long as you are in this vicinity, my flock and I will remain within this safe bamboo grove. Here, we have ample food and our lives are secure."

Recognizing the rooster's wisdom, the falcon realized he could not deceive him. With a disappointed heart, the falcon soared into the skies, seeking hunting grounds inhabited by less vigilant birds.


	[image: image]


	 
	[image: image]







[image: image]



What to Learn from This Story
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In this story, "The Wise Rooster and the Cunning Falcon," we are presented with a tale that holds valuable lessons for us to ponder. At its core, the story revolves around the theme of wisdom and caution, as demonstrated by the rooster. This intelligent bird teaches us that being vigilant and making cautious decisions can shield individuals or groups from potential threats and harm.

The rooster's character embodies the notion of unchanging nature. It reminds us that the inherent traits of individuals or things often remain constant. In contrast, the falcon's nature as a predator does not change, and the rooster is aware of this reality. This understanding leads the rooster to act prudently and take necessary precautions when faced with the falcon's persuasive claims of friendship.

The story also serves as a cautionary tale, warning us about the dangers of false pretenses. The falcon's sudden change of behavior and claims of reform should not be trusted blindly. The rooster's distrust of the falcon's intentions teaches us to be cautious and discerning, especially when confronted with individuals who seem to have transformed overnight.

Another crucial lesson from the story is the importance of prudence over gullibility. It urges us to engage in critical thinking and question situations that appear too good to be true. Instead of naively accepting things at face value, we should carefully evaluate circumstances to make informed decisions.

Furthermore, the story sheds light on the power of leadership. The rooster's role as a leader plays a pivotal role in saving his flock from the cunning falcon. It exemplifies how good leaders prioritize the safety and well-being of those they are responsible for.

In essence, "The Wise Rooster and the Cunning Falcon" serves as a reminder of the significance of wisdom, vigilance, discernment, and strong leadership in safeguarding ourselves and our communities from potential threats. By internalizing these valuable lessons, we can navigate life with greater prudence and protect ourselves from those who may wish us harm.
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The Timid Elephant And Her Liberation From Fear
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In three words I can sum up everything I've learned about life: it goes on. -Robert Frost
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In a time long past, in a lush forest bordering an Indian kingdom just south of the majestic Himalayan range, there lived a splendid elephant. This creature was large and robust, young and full of life, with an unusually light skin tone that verged on white. Alongside her mother and the rest of the herd, she enjoyed the serenity of forest life, embodying a sweet yet shy demeanor.

However, the creature's alluring beauty and impressive size caught the eyes of the royal elephant trainers. They resolved to capture her for the king's amusement, and with the help of their own powerful elephants, they succeeded in their mission. The fair elephant was caught, a thick rope was looped around her neck, and she was hauled off to the king's training grounds. Enclosed in a log pen, she faced the harsh methods of the trainers, who sought to break her spirit and bend her to their will using whips and prods.

For many elephants, such methods were effective, but they instilled only terror in our delicate protagonist. Each trainer's visit incited panic within her, causing her to thrash against her pen. One day, in a state of fearful fury, she destroyed her enclosure and sprinted away.

Frantic and wild, the elephant fled to the valleys of the imposing Himalayas. She ran ceaselessly until she found herself deep within the mountains, beyond the reach of human civilization. Despite the search attempts of the king's men, the elusive elephant remained unfound and they eventually abandoned their quest. But even in the heart of the mountains, her fear remained, any sound — a gust of wind or the snapping of a twig — was enough to set her off, causing her to stampede through the valleys in terror.

Observing her plight was a wise old owl who resided in the same valleys. His heart filled with compassion for the terrified beast, the owl decided to confront her. Descending from his perch, he settled on a branch nearby, causing the elephant to pause in her panic. The owl gently reassured her, “Noble creature, fear me not. I am but a tiny bird, and I mean you no harm.”

The owl’s words gave the elephant pause, allowing him to continue: “You are safe here. The wind cannot harm you, and neither can anything else in this forest. You are its most formidable resident. There are no men here. The fear within you is your own creation, and it's this fear that is your only foe. However, you also possess the power to dispel it.”

Touched by the owl's wisdom, the elephant responded gratefully, “Kind and sagacious owl, you have brought light to my fears. I thank you for your compassion.” From then onwards, the elephant began to harness her fear. When an unfamiliar noise startled her, she paused, identified its source, and reminded herself not to be scared. Step by step, she began to reclaim control over her life from the clutches of fear.
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What to Learn From This Story
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This tale imparts several valuable lessons:

Power of Mind Over Fear: Fear, while natural, often comes from our mind and perception of the world rather than real, present danger. By acknowledging this, we can start to manage and even overcome our fears.

Wisdom and Perspective: The wise owl provides a different perspective, which the elephant didn't consider, illustrating how wisdom from others can help us see our problems in a new light and find solutions we may not have thought of.

Compassion and Understanding: The owl's empathy towards the elephant's plight demonstrates the power of compassion and understanding. It shows how extending kindness and wisdom can help others navigate their struggles.

Self-awareness and Change: The elephant's recognition of her problem and the decision to change her response to fear illustrates the importance of self-awareness and the willingness to change for personal growth and well-being.

In a broader sense, this story emphasizes the importance of emotional intelligence, empathy, and resilience, and shows that with patience and introspection, one can overcome internal struggles and fear.
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