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ANITA NIPANE HAS MORE than 10 years of experience in marketing and has graduated MBA Marketing at Riga Business School. She is also Udemy instructor and has more than 8000 students from 129 countries. In her free time, she blogs at www.digginet.com where she shares useful and practical information about creating well-designed visuals for marketing. She is not a professional designer but has a long experience as a marketing manager and her everyday job involves evaluating the results of professional graphic designers and making sure that the designs they have created will work well for marketing purposes.  And yes, a long time ago she graduated art school, too, where she learned most of the design principles that she teaches in this book. In short, she is the person that unifies marketing and graphic design. 
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Is this book for you?
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DO YOU NEED TO CREATE IMAGES and simple banners for your webpage, blog, and social networks? 

The good news is – you don’t need to hire a designer or buy expensive software to create visuals for web. You can do it YOURSELF and with FREE tools, thanks to the different resources that are available on the Internet. There are so many easy and quick solutions out there! Actually, even the most highly paid pros take help from the same resources you are going to learn in this book.

After reading this book, you will be able to: 

	get royalty free images even for commercial purposes

	edit photos and create web banners with free online editors

	pick tasteful color combinations for your brand and web banners 

	create simple animated gif banners 

	take and edit screenshots as well as record tutorial videos from your screen 

	remove background from any image (no Photoshop or designer skills needed)

	add beautiful and free fonts to your computer

	create slideshows, presentations, and infographics

	"steal" color codes from any website

	use other tools that will save your time and improve efficiency


In short, you'll be able to create visuals for your webpage, blog and social networks yourself and with no money spent. This book will be your toolset that you can use as a manual every time you need to find a free online tool to create a visual for web and social networks. Actually, I’m using it like my manual, too and I’m happy to share it with you.

If you want to learn about even more online tools for creating your visuals for web and social networks and see them in action, sign up for my online course 19 FREE Tools to Create Visuals for Web and Social Media. Usually it costs 30$ but you can get it for free.
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60+ Free Stock Images Websites
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ALMOST EVERY DESIGN starts with a picture. And as we all know, a single picture can be worth a thousand words. But, where to find free images for your website design, blog, social network post, or for a simple ad design without spending a lot of money for it? Of course, if you can afford, you can buy such images on websites like istock.com, shutterstock.com or any other similar sites. If you know how to, you can create images by yourself, too. However, quality pictures can also be found online for free – without investing much work into creating them, and at the same time not infringing any copyrights.

There are many portals on the Internet that offer free quality photos. Some of the authors ask for attribution, some of them allow using their pictures only for personal use, but there are also plenty of those who allow using their photos and images for commercial use (look for CCO license). In some cases, restrictions may apply; therefore you should always check the license terms first, but in most cases, you can use these pictures for your blog posts, website and social networks, free of charge.

I have listed here more than 60 resources, where you can get free images and photos for your personal or commercial use either with attribution to the author or without it. Check them out and find your own favorite resource. 
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Searchable photo databases that offer photos for commercial use and no attribution required.
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1. Free Images – More than 388 000 free photos and illustrations.

2. Pixabay – More than 310 000 pictures – photos, vectors and artistic illustrations. You can use every single one of them, both in digital and printed format, including commercial use.

3. Snapwire Snaps – free photos from 200,177 of the world’s top photographers.

4. Tookapic – high quality free and premium 13,846 stock photos.

5. Public Domain Photos – 5 000 free photos and 8000 cliparts which can be used as you wish – even for commercial purposes.

6. Free Photos Bank – wide variety of different photos – from cables to toys and office supplies.

7. Picjumbo – simple navigation and a huge image library. Many beautiful pictures of food and drinks, which might be very useful for marketing a restaurant or a bar.

8. FancyCrave – high-resolution food, nature, people, architecture and other photos from professional photographers.

9. FreeJPG – great source of technology, people, texture, travel, religion and other images – more than 10 000 images.

10. Good Free Photos – a gallery of thousands of unique and free public domain stock photos. Categorized by location for travel photos, species for animal and plant photos, and types of objects for other photos.

11. Public Domain Pictures – 117,700 free images. If you intend to use an image you find here for commercial use, please be aware that some photos do require a model or property release.

12. Immediate Entourage – offers already cut out objects on a transparent background in png format, as well as sketchups and textures. Worth to check out!

13. ISO Republic – high-resolution images. Categories: architecture, nature, people, texture, urban and others.

14. Pexels – over 4,500 free stock photos. Every week at least 70 new high-resolution photos added.

15. Stocka – small collection of beautiful animals, beauty, food, and many other category photos.

16. Designers Pics – photos captured by the photographer Jeshu John from a port city, Kochi, in southern India.

17. IM Creator – A curated collection of free web design resources, all for commercial use.

18. Foodies Feed – a resource of free realistic food images in high resolution and free digital goods related to food.

19. Gratisography – free high-resolution nature, objects, people, urban and whimsical pictures you can use on your personal and commercial projects.

20. Negative Space – beautiful pictures for every use.

21. Split Shire – amazing photos in 22 categories. Worth to check out.

22. Life of Pix – mostly travel and nature photos for personal and commercial use.

23. Lock and Stock Photos – good quality photos on random themes by photographer AJ Montpetit.

24. Finda Photo – search through thousands of free stock photos.

25. Large Photos – great source of free, high-quality large photos in different subjects and genres.

26. Magdeleine – photos can be sorted by those that require attribution and those that don’t (CC0 –Public Domain).

27. Public Domain Archive – explore and discover treasures by great photographers. A place, where you can find inspiration and photography that you can re-use in your own projects.

28. Stock Pic – wide variety of photos in 16 categories.

29. Epicva – great photos by photography enthusiasts.

30. Creative Vix – beautiful city, people, landscape, flowers and animals photos.

31. Free Range Stock – good photos by a community of creative and talented photographers.

32. Dreamstime – offers a free section that’s searchable and frequently updated. It requires creating a free account.

33. RGB Stock is a free stock image site created by photographers and graphic artists with a wide variety of categories and subcategories. Registration required.

34. Pickup Image – mostly nature and outdoors photos and cliparts, for example, play cards, sports, etc.

35. Stock Image Point – small collection of beautiful landscape, city, animals, architecture and flowers photos.

36. Kaboom Pics – good quality photos in city & architecture, fashion, food, landscapes, abstract and other categories.

37. Free Nature Stock – great quality photo collection of nature and animals.

38. Free Use – high-quality stylish photos, images, and wallpapers.

39. Stock Snap – beautiful free stock photos. Hundreds of high-resolution images added weekly.
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Photo Collections without Search Option
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IN THIS LIST, YOU WILL find small, but beautiful and original photo collections that should be browsed manually, since no search option is provided.

40. Startup Stock Photos – Free photos for startups, bloggers, publishers, websites, designers, developers, creators, & everyone else.

41. Made In Moments – free travel photos for you. Every week new photos you can use anywhere you want.

42. Jay Mantri – beautiful photo collection by photographer Jay Mantri. Do anything, make magic.

43. Travel Coffee Book – beautiful photos of travel moments.

44. Picography – free hi-resolution travel and nature photos.

45. MMT – flowers, nature and summer photos taken by photographer Jeffrey Betts.

46. Je shoots – great quality nature, animals, food, people and devices photos.

47. Big Foto – you will be able to download free photos of the country of your interest, including photos of hotels and popular tourism objects.

48. Death to The Stock Photo – wide variety of stylish photos. Signup required.

49. Free Media Goo – backgrounds, textures and photos of aviation, beach, buildings, finance, food and wildlife.

Other

If you don’t mind attributing the author and embedding a link to your chosen image or if you need a clipart or some vintage image, then check out this list.

50. Flickr – a huge variety of photos by amateurs and professional photographers. Always check the license terms of each individual photo – in most cases attribution is required. You can share the image you like on social media and your website with the image link.

51. Compfight – a Flickr image search engine that helps you find images based on your license needs. Most of the images require attribution.

52. Wikimedia – is a database of 21,049,775 freely usable media files to which anyone can contribute.

53. Ancestry Images – offers a free image archive of historical prints, maps and artifact photos.

54. New Old Stock – a collection of vintage photos from the public archives you can use for personal and non-commercial purposes. Most requires attribution.

55. Creative Commons Search – a sort of photo search engine that helps find images, videos and music on 12 web portals, like, Flickr, Google, Youtube, and others. In order to be sure that you can use the media for your chosen purpose always verify the license terms of each image.

56. Open Clipart – high variety of clip arts for unlimited commercial use.
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Photo Collections that Require Attribution
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57. Morgue File – stunning landscapes, animals, food, fruit, vegetables, backgrounds and also artistic pictures with an abstract meaning. If you publish a photo on your blog, for example, provide a byline under the photo with the photographer’s name.

58. Raumrot – free hi-res/hi-quality pictures handpicked business, food & drink, mountain, nature, seasonal, sport, technical, transport and urban stock photos for your commercial and personal works. Please keep attribution to the creator, Markus Spiske.

59. Free Digital Photos – there are thousands of images on this website – from weddings to business illustrations. The small-sized images (400 x 266px) are available for free, but the larger ones – starting from 3$. You must also add a reference to those images which you can use for free.

60. Vector Open Stock – 11067 vector images of backgrounds, icons, logos, wedding, flowers and other categories that can be downloaded in eps and jpg formats. For $5, you can buy a license to use the image without attribution.

61. Free Food Photos – variety of high-quality, beautiful food photos – seafood, vegetables, fruits, meat, sweets and other.

For Non-Commercial Use

62. Stock Vault – 62,000 free images. A great resource for your non-commercial website or blog.
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5 Image Editing Online Tools You Should Know About
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SOCIAL MEDIA AND BLOG posts with pictures usually bring much better results than simple texts without any visual material or poorly designed and bad looking images. Therefore it is important to create good quality images that attract your target audience. The good news is that these days you don’t need a lot of money or professional design service to create a visual for your website or social media. Actually, it is a feasible task for every Internet or smartphone user, and it can be done almost or completely for free using online image editors. You don’t even need to install any specific software. 

All you need is using one of these image editing tools that can be found online.

1.      One of such tools is PicMonkey. It offers many quality images creating and processing functions – backgrounds, borders, effects, symbols, photo processing possibilities, etc. One of the main advantages of this tool is the eye-catching font selection. These can be used for attracting attention and highlighting the most important parts of the text.  In order to use your fonts  (including Cyrillic or Russian fonts and fonts with special characters or language fonts that are housed on your computer), go to “Add Text” – “Yours.” If you want to learn how to add new fancy and free fonts to your computer to use them on your own software or in online image editing tools, watch this video tutorial. Actually it is really easy.

2.      Another useful image editing tool is pixlr.com. This tool is so advanced that you can work in layers, replace color, transform objects and much more. Moreover, you can download it as an app for your smartphone and use it straight away. Worth a try!

3.       Canva is also a great tool for creating beautiful images. It offers interesting backgrounds, effects, and also a gallery of various pictures and templates, which can be used to create your own design. This tool is not completely free, though. If you use their templates, then you will be charged 1$, when your projects are ready to be published. However, it might be worth it.

4.      BeFunky is image editing tool that will help you to make fully customized graphic designs, add interesting effects, create great collages and flawless selfies. You can use their templates or do everything from scratch.

5.      Install Adobe Photoshop Express App (iOS/Android/Windows Phone), and you will get some Photoshop functionality on your smartphone for free. You will be able to crop, straighten, rotate, flip, color, remove red eye and use such filters like Vibrant, Superpunch, and Glow. Plus you can add borders and frames to the photos. A quick solution for editing pictures on your smartphone.

As you can see, there are many online tools that you can use for image creation and photo editing. And you don’t have to be a professional designer to do that. However, it is very important to know the main principles of composition, color theory, and typeface usage to create really good looking designs. Therefore I highly suggest you read my book The Visual Design Principles for Advertisers & Marketers, because that will help you to avoid amateurish mistakes and your designs will become more effective and attractive.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

10 Free Online Tools to Create Quote Images
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INSPIRING QUOTE IMAGES are getting more and more popular on social media. They are a good way to engage your audience and increase your brand popularity and reach. I have listed 10 online tools here, and you can easily use them to create your own quote images that look beautiful and shareable on social networks. Check them out and choose your favorite!

1. Pablo

Just upload your picture, your logo and write your text. Format it, experiment with the effects and when you are satisfied, download or publish your image directly. They automatically offer the right sizes for different social networks.

2. QuotesCover

Good for creating quote images. Use your own quote or choose one of theirs, choose your format and create. You can upload your own image and choose from their effects and design. 

3. GetStencil

Create beautiful images using their proposed quotes and backgrounds or use your own text and upload your own images. In their free version, you can create and save up to 10 images a month. To use their full functionality, you will need to upgrade to their paid plan.

4. Pixteller

A wide variety of image sizes and design templates. Use their images or your own. Free for personal use.

5. Pikiz

Play with their backgrounds, effects, filters and insert your logo to support your branding. Your final image can be downloaded if you have signed up to their website.

6. QuotePixel

If you just need some basic image – one color background with your text, this one be good enough for you. Interesting fonts are also available. You can use some of their already made quote images, too.

7. SomeeCards

Create your own personalized cards with funny quotes. Use one of their cartoons images, add your own text and tonality. Or you can use some of their already created cards.

8. PicMark

A simple tool for adding your branding on your image. Just upload your picture and choose one of the styles.

9. Recite

Just enter your quote, choose their style, create and share on social networks. You can also choose from their quotes.

10. Keep Calm-O-Matic

Create your own classic Keep Calm memes or choose from already existing ones. You can also use the pre-made quote images – just change the font, if you feel it’s necessary.
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6 Free Online Photo Background Removers
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SOMETIMES BACKGROUNDS can be really disturbing. Especially, if you need to put some design element or your product on another background. If you don’t have a professional image editing software like Photoshop, it can even feel like a mission impossible. And even if you have one, you may need to spend a lot of time, learning how to correctly remove background from your photo. But if you cannot afford or just don’t need expensive software, then you could consider hiring a designer to do this for you, which again costs money.

However, it is luckily not as complicated as it may seem at the first glance. The truth is that there are some rather convenient free online tools that you can use to remove your photo background easily, and free of charge.

I have listed 6 tools you can use free of charge to remove background from a photo.

Use these tools to remove photo background when monolith objects need to be cut out.

1. FotoFlexer is  a simple and rather convenient tool for background removal.

After uploading your photo:

	Click the Geek tab on the far right in the tab menu at the top of the page.

	Click the Smart Cutout

	define the keep or delete regions

	follow the instructions in the tutorial window


2. EditPhotosForFree – one more tool for background removal. Use the edge tool to draw an edge over the image, mark foreground (green) and background (red) and hit convert to get transparent image background.

3. Burner Bonanza – quickly removes the background from any image or photo. First, it removes the background automatically; then you can touch up your image manually to improve the result. Moreover, all your images will be saved on your account so that you will be able to use them later wherever you want. This is one of my favorite background removers.

Use these tools to remove photo background, if your object has many small details

4.Online Image Editor – can be your choice, if you want to remove the background manually. Works better for removal of solid colored backgrounds. Read the instructions here.

5. Lunapic  – go to Edit->Transparent and select the color you want to remove. It's a good solution for solid colored backgrounds, but not so convenient for multicolor backgrounds. Watch this video to see how it works in real life.

Do you know that you can easily remove photo background even with MS Word? Read the tutorial here.
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Create Your Book Cover Mockup with FREE Tools
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IF YOU WANT TO PROMOTE your digital book, report or booklet, it is very important to make it look tangible to attract the attention of your target audience. The good news is that you don’t need to hire an expensive designer to create your book cover mockup. If you have already created your book cover design,  (you can easily create it with these free tools), then all you need to do is to convert it into a beautiful mockup.

There are several possible solutions you can use:

1. Book Cover Mockup Tools






One of such tools is Adazing. With this tool, you can choose from different formats to create your book or DVD cover mockup, or even put your image on a notepad screen. This is the result you might expect.

[image: image]

USEFUL TOOL IS ALSO MyCoverMaker, which will create a good quality book and notebook mockups. Here is the result I got.
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ONE OF MY FAVORITE tools is MagicMockups. It doesn’t provide the possibility to create a book cover mockup, but you can visualize how your webpage, online course or even Kindle book would look like on a desktop, laptop or a notepad screen.

[image: image]

SURE, FREE SERVICES won’t give you a large, high-resolution file for free. However, the quality will be good enough for your website and social networks. 

	One more option is to create your book mockup yourself with online editing tool Pixlr.


First, find a good looking book image in Google. Like this one. 

[image: image]

YOU CAN DOWNLOAD IT here. Then open this image in Pixlr. And open your book cover image as a layer. Go to Edit – Free Transform and resize it. Hold the shift button to get a proportional resize without distorting. When finished, go to Free Distort to align your book's corners. Press Enter, when you are satisfied with the result. Watch a video tutorial here.

That's it. You have your book cover mockup that you can use wherever you like.
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	If you want to show your ebook on a screen of a notepad or a screenshot of your online course on a laptop screen, you can actually create a mockup even by yourself without additional tools. 







ALL YOU NEED IS A PICTURE with a frontal view of a laptop or notepad. 
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YOU CAN DOWNLOAD MY samples here. Then open this picture in any image editing tool or software, or even in MS Word or MS PowerPoint. Insert image of your book cover or online course screenshot and place it on the screen area and adjust its size. When finished, save it as a png file with the right click of your mouse. Get a result like this.
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IN CONCLUSION, REMEMBER that it is important to create a good quality book cover before you start working on its mockup. Because having a poor one might reduce your book’s success. Therefore, consider your book's content and target audience when you are designing its cover. It must attract their attention either in printed or digital format if you are selling it as an ebook. Learn more about good design principles in my book The Visual Design Principles for Advertisers & Marketers.
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List of 13 Free Online Logo Maker Tools – Create a Text-Based or Icon Based Logo
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IF YOU HAVE A SMALL startup, blog or other project that needs a logo, it’s actually not a problem, because nowadays there are many online logo maker tools that can be used to generate your logo either free of charge or for a small amount of money. Most of them have really advanced logo editing tools that allow you to choose good looking logo icons, adjust colors, sizes, change fonts and download png files. Just visit the free online logo maker sites and start creating your logo. However, during the creation process, make sure that your logo reflects your brand’s personality and stays simple. Learn more about principles of good logo design here.

The basic thing you need at least, in the beginning, is your logo in a PNG file with a transparent background, which means you can place it on any other background without having a white square / rectangular background. And you can create one with the help of online logo makers. 
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Free Logo Online Makers – Make Free Icon Based Logos Online
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CREATE YOUR ICON BASED logo online free of charge using the logo maker tools listed below.

1. FreeLogoDesign– offers different customization variations so that you can design your own symbol for your business or blog logo. Add and mix additional shapes, icons, and even logo templates to fully customize your logo. You will get 200×200 px png file for free and eps, pdf and high-resolution png for 39$.

2. Logaster

Here, you can easily create your logo and get a small size file for free, but if you need a higher resolution file (png, pdf, svg and jpeg), then it’s a paid service. Depending on your needs, you will have to pay from $9.99 to $24.99. They also offer brand kits and other products for additional money.

3. TheFreeLogoMakers – customize any of the base designs offered by this tool – change colors, size, number of elements, placement, orientation, and more. You will receive a free 500 pixels wide transparent PNG image. If you want a vector version of your design, multiple transparent pngs and your font files, then buy their Professional package.

4. LogoTypeMaker – use their logo templates, edit and customize them and create your free logo; however, attribution is required. You must add a link to your website to their webpage to use your free logo. If you don’t want to make attribution, pay for premium logo $24.99.

5. Logo Garden – great selection of symbols, fonts and possibilities to edit and adapt your unique logo. Get free low-resolution logo in jpg format. 12.50$ for a high-resolution logo, and 39.99$ for a vector file.

6. SquareSpace – create a simple logo from simple shapes and symbols. You will get a low-resolution png file for free and high-resolution png file – for 10$.

7. Logocraft – online logo creator. Choose one of their cliparts and add your text. You can access the logos you create anytime and edit them further.

8. OnlineLogoMaker – simple logo designs. Create your own logo and get a free png file.

9. Hipster Logo Generator – one more free tool for simple logos. You will get a 600x500px png file for free; higher resolution files will cost you 5$.
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Free Text Based Logo Online Makers
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IF YOU NEED A LOGO that is text based with no symbols, try using these free tools.

10. Supalogo – a tool for creating a text based logo for free. Very simple to use. You can even look at samples, click edit and start from there. When done, download your png file.

11. CoolText – choose your design and adapt it according to your needs. When finished, download its png file for free.

12. FlamingText – offers some interesting designs for text based logos. Free to use however you like. To remove their watermark, you will have to pay starting from 2.99$ (for up to five logos a month). Good choice if you need to generate several logos.

13. Textcraft – generates text based logos with different textures and colors. You can download it as a png file and use however you want.

You can create your logo also in MS PowerPoint. Find out more here.
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Create Stylish and Interactive Infographics
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WELL-DESIGNED INFOGRAPHICS is an effective way of displaying content to attract the attention of your target audience to convey statistics easily and oftentimes otherwise boring information. Actually, the process of creating a design for an infographic is not as easy as it may seem. It is one of the most complicated design projects because it is rather difficult to find a style and elements that would work for the particular infographic. This is why using pre-made templates could be of a great help for both unprofessional and professional designers.

One of the simplest tools for creating infographics is Pictochart. Just choose the template you like and add your content. No special designer skills needed. Infographic maker tools Easel.ly and Canva have similar functionality. Add your data, elements and create beautiful infographics.

If you need to create interactive charts for your webpage, Google Charts will be a great solution. You can choose from different chart types and templates, then add data and customize them. When finished, just copy the snippet code and paste it into your webpage administration tool as an HTML code. Then open your webpage in your Internet browser and enjoy your interactive charts.
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Add Thousands of Free Fonts to Your Computer
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CHOOSING FONTS IS AN important part of the design process. Fonts can help you emphasize mood and emotions of the message you want to convey to your audience. The bad news is that the selection of standard fonts that are available on your computer is limited. The good news is that you can add new fonts to your computer easily and free of charge. There is really a wide variety of fonts available in different resources. 
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10 Free Font Resources to Improve your Designs
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GOOGLE FONTS  – search by numerous font categories and choose exactly what you like.

Dafont - browse fonts by alphabetical listing, by style, by author or by popularity.

1001 Free Fonts - Graffiti, Helloween, Gothic, Fantasy – these are just a few of fancy fonts categories you can choose from. Check them out!

Font Space - a collection of over 31,000 free fonts shared by designers around the world.

Fontsquirrel - hand-selected typefaces that are presented in an easy-to-use format.

Urban Fonts - nearly 8,000 free fonts to choose from.

Font Zone - thousands of free fonts to enhance your own websites, documents, greeting cards, and more. You can browse popular fonts by themes, name or style.

Font Bundles – beautiful and stylish fonts that you can get for free.

Behance – huge selection of stylish fonts. Pay with a Tweet and get any of them.

Ffonts – choose from 14 000 fonts and use them as you wish.

Actually, it is very easy to add a new font to your computer. You don’t need to be a tech geek or a designer to do that. Just go to any website that I listed before, choose the font you like and download it. Watch a video tutorial here.

New and amazing fonts are invented every single day, and the number of them keeps growing and growing.  There are thousands of different fonts with new ones being constantly created. Therefore it’s easy to get distracted and select fonts randomly just by making assumption that “they look good together.” But are you sure? Actually, there are some basic guidelines that will show you what to look for when trying to find fonts that complement each other. Learn more about the principles of pairing fonts in my book The Visual Design Principles for Advertisers & Marketers.
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11 Free Online Tools That Will Help You to Create Your Own Color Schemes
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DO YOU KNOW THAT ALMOST 93 percent of customers make purchase decisions based on color and visual appearance? Therefore choosing right colors for your logo, brand, and product packaging are essential. When you choose colors to represent your business and then use them consistently over time, your brand will become associated with those colors, because color is one of the most-remembered elements of your brand and can make a big impact on how it is perceived. Colors can energize, or cool down. They can lead to action and increase your conversation rates online of offline if you learn to use them effectively, or they can scare away your potential customers if used incorrectly. Colors are one of the most powerful design elements. They attract attention, create associations and set a mood. Actually, you don’t need to invent a bicycle because it is already proven which colors work well together and all professional graphic designers use this knowledge for creating their good looking designs. You just need to follow the best practices. 

There are many free online tools available that can help you to choose good looking color schemes either from your chosen image or following suggestions of these tools. You can even use already finished color schemes that are created by professional designers. Therefore if you know the basics of color theory, you can always create beautiful designs and color combinations. All you need to do is to write down the HEX and RGB codes of the colors you chose to use them for your own graphic design projects.  Have fun!

	Color Calculator - a free and convenient tool that helps you literary calculate your color schemes. Great tool for creating color schemes using the principles I have described in my book The Visual Design Principles for Advertisers & Marketers.

	Coolors – get suggestions for beautiful color schemes with a click of a spacebar. 

	Color Adobe - create color schemes from your image or browse thousands of color combinations.  This tool lets you create and save various color schemes, each of which consists of a set of five colors. 

	Color Sphere - Google Chrome plugin that helps you to build up a color scheme from one chosen shade. If you're unsure what color scheme you should choose, Color Sphere provides a selection of themes from a drop-down menu. It helps you harmonize colors, find HEX codes and simulate color-blindness. 

	TinEye Color Extraction - a great tool for creating a color scheme based on your chosen image. You will get a color palette for all the colors identified in your image, including color codes. 

	Get inspiration from color palettes created by professional designers. Just find the color scheme you like in the website Colour Lovers, copy the codes (hex and RGB) and use it for your designs.

	ColorZilla - a tool that helps you to get color codes from any point in your Internet browser and use it in your design projects. Open any web page, analyze it and inspect a palette of its colors. 

	TinEye Multicolr - if you need to get free images in a specific color combination, search 20 million Creative Commons images from Flickr by color.

	Color Blindness - this tool will help you to assign a certain color to the main hue. It comprises 1640 different color names. Try it out.

	Rapid Tables and Hex Colorrrs - tools for converting color codes from HEX to RGB or CMYK and vice versa.
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10 Free Online Tools to Create Animated GIFs and Banners
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IF A PICTURE TELLS a thousand words, then an animated GIF can tell a whole story. Whether you want to animate your avatar, create an ad banner, or just entertain your friends with a funny photo sequence, an animated GIF is a great way to do it. I have listed 10 free tools you can use to create your own animated GIF’ s, banners or share already existing GIF animations created by others to express your emotions and attitude. 

	Giphy - create animated GIFs from video files and YouTube links, add animated stickers, fun filters, and captions. Moreover, you can combine your pictures and GIFs to create animated GIF slideshows and funny GIF mashups.

	Ezgif - upload your images or videos, add effects to create your personalized GIFs. Resize, crop and optimize the file size.

	Make a Gif - keep all your GIFs in one place, create animated GIFs from your pictures, videos or webcam records.

	Free Gif Maker - have you ever wondered how animation look in a reverse order? Reverse any GIF file and get some fun to share with your friends. You can create your own GIF’s as well.

	Picasion - upload your pictures or grab them from Flickr or Picasa Web, make avatars or funny animations and post them to Tumblr, MySpace, Hi5, Facebook, eBay, Orkut, Bebo, Digg, Friendster, etc. 

	Gickr - just upload your pictures or grab them from your Flickr. Create funny flashy slideshows with you and your friends, cartoons, previews, banners, etc. Post them anywhere you can post pictures: MySpace, Bebo, HI5 etc. 

	Imgflip - make animated GIFs from video files, Youtube, or images.


The next three tools will help you to create animated GIF banners that can be used as ads for increasing your website traffic and sales. 

	Webestools - choose your background image either from the banners gallery, from internet or from your computer. Set up a text for each frame of your animated banner (choose the color, font, size and position of the text) and the frame duration before passing to the next frame. You can make up to 5 frames. 

	My Banner Maker – choose one of the template sizes or set up your own customized banner size. Set up background, text, border and effects and you are ready to use your banner.

	BannerNow – choose one of their professionally designed templates and customize it or create your banner from scratch. Add effects, buttons, texts and design elements and create beautiful and sophisticated designs.


	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

5 Tools to Take and Annotate Screenshots and Record Screencasts 
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SURE YOU CAN TAKE SCREENSHOTS using the screenshot or capturing capability that is already built in your computer, but sometimes more advanced tools can help you to do that quicker and easier. These tools can capture only active browser window, a portion of the screen or even an entire Web page (beyond just what appears in your browser window). You can crop and annotate the taken screenshots without saving them on your computer and edit them additionally. In simple words, they save your time. Moreover, there are free tools that can help you to record entire screencast video that you will be able to use, for example, as a tutorial or user guide. I have listed some of them below.

1.Awesome screenshots (browser extension for Chrome and Firefox ) - capture all or a part of any web page. Add annotations, comments, blur sensitive info and share with one-click uploads. It also includes a built-in editor for adding annotations, shapes, and pointers. 

2.FireShot - take full webpage screenshots. Capture, edit and save them to PDF/JPEG/GIF/PNG, upload, print, send to OneNote, clipboard or email.

3.Nimbus Screenshot - another good browser-based option. Available on Chrome, Firefox, and as a Windows desktop application. You can take a screenshot of the entire browser window, a selected region, or an entire webpage, and built-in tools allow you to annotate and edit screenshots. The desktop version adds screencasting functions for recording video clips.

4.Recordit will record everything that happens on your screen as well as your voice. Free and simple solution for recording a tutorial video.

5.Screenpresso - captures your desktop (screenshots and HD videos) for your training documents, collaborative design work, IT bug reports, and anything you need. It is a light-weight screen capturing tool with built-in image editor, user guide generator and sharing options.
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Create and Edit Your Videos with Free Tools
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DID YOU KNOW THAT YOU don’t have to record your own videos to create a presentation, slideshow or social network post? You can actually use free stock videos, edit and customize them according to your needs with free video editors. Just download the free video you like from one of the websites I have listed below and then edit it, add music, texts and effects with a free video editing tool. Read on to find out more.

Here I have listed 7 resources you can use to get free stock videos. Similarly like with free stock images be careful regarding their licenses and before using them check out if the video you have chosen can be used free of charge for personal or commercial purposes.

1. Pexels Videos offers completely free videos. All videos are licensed under the Creative Commons Zero (CC0) license. This means you can edit or change the videos and use them free for personal and even for commercial projects. 

2. Videezy - download, edit, and remix videos for personal and commercial use, but give credit back to the author.

3. Videvo - offers free stock videos and motion graphics for use in any project (personal and commercial. Video clips that carry the Creative Commons 3.0 license must be attributed the original author.

4. Pixabay Videos  - free for commercial use. No attribution required.

5. Vidsplay - can be used for both personal and commercial projects for free; however, a credit link to Vidsplay.com must be added. 

6. Mazwai – can be used under attribution license 3.0 (you have to credit the author)

7. Vimeo Groups - all clips you find in this group you can use for free. In the case of questions, contact their author.

7. Coverr - you can copy, modify and distribute these videos, even for commercial purposes, all without asking permission. 

When you have chosen your video, customize and edit it with one of these free tools. For example, one of the simplest video editing tools is Youtube Editor. Just upload your video file, add music,  publish it on youtube as a private or public video and share it with your friends or customers. If you don’t want to upload your video to youtube and need some more sophisticated features, use Windows Movie Maker, which is designed for Windows Operating Systems (OS). You will be able to crop and edit your video, add texts and effects and use other functionality of the software for free. iMovie is alternative software for iOS and MacOS. It will help you to create stunning 4K-resolution movies. You can even start editing on iPhone or iPad, then finish on your Mac.



100+ ONLINE PRODUCTIVITY TOOLS: GET THINGS DONE QUICKER

If you are looking for the ways to spend less time on your daily tasks, then check out my book 100+ Online Productivity Tools: Get Things Done Quicker and you will learn how to save your time, do less, automate your tasks, manage your time and be more effective by using the modern technologies and apps.  Because there is no much use of the productivity theories if you don’t have the right tools to do your daily tasks quicker and with less effort.
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Conclusion
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CONGRATULATIONS!  THANK you very much for reading all the way to the end. You’ve made it through the book and now will be able to save your money and time on creating visuals for web and social networks. Hopefully, you have got some tips and insights from this book that will stick with you forever. Even if it was only one helpful tip, it might create a big difference in your future design projects. Now I’d like to ask for a „small favor”.  Could you please take a minute and leave a review for this book? It would be very helpful for other readers and me. 

If you want to download this book as a pdf file to print it and use it as a manual, please click here. In case you have any questions or comments on how I can make this book even better, please contact me at diggiblog@gmail.com, and I will be glad to assist.  If you’d like even more practical designing tips, check out these courses and books:

Other Kindle Books by the Author

100+ ONLINE PRODUCTIVITY Tools: Get Things Done Quicker

Effective Logo Design: Guidelines for Small Business Owners, Bloggers, and Marketers

The Visual Design Principles for Advertisers & Marketers: Increase Your Marketing Results with Visuals That Sell

Your Guide to Twitter Marketing 2017: Build Your Brand, Get New Followers and Drive Traffic to Your Website

Udemy Online Courses

CREATE A LOGO & EYE Catching Social Network Images
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Create Effective Logo for Your Start-up or Blog
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19 Free Tools to Create Visuals for Web & Social Media
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BE CREATIVE AND HAVE fun!
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