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Introduction

There are few gifts more meaningful than a homemade ornament around the holidays. That’s why I’ve included 21 fun and rewarding designs for you to master on your scroll saw. Some, like my Geometric Ornaments (page 11), are simple, while others, like the Feather & Leaf Ornaments (page 2), are intermediate-to-advanced. Be patient, cut carefully, and change blades often—soon, you’ll be turning out baubles at a speed to rival Santa’s workshop!
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	Sue Mey lives in Pretoria, South Africa. To see more of her work, including a wide variety of patterns and pattern-making tutorials available for purchase, visit scrollsawartist.com. She can be contacted at suem@storage.co.za. Her pattern book, Lighted Scroll Saw Projects, is available from schifferbooks.com and other outlets.






Feather & Leaf ORNAMENTS

Indulge your inner free spirit with these nature-inspired creations

Cut by Jon Deck, Bob Duncan, and Kaylee Schofield

These leaf and feather designs are inspired by some of my finest childhood memories of exploration through forests (and backyards) unknown—traipsing home with pockets full of these small treasures. Where I live, the jacaranda trees look like clusters of green feathers!

These compound-cut ornaments require a bit of concentration to make, but in the end, there’s a huge payoff. Attractive hardwoods, like oak or cherry, lend themselves to the feather and leaf designs, but you could also cut them from a bland wood and finish with stain or acrylic paint. Remember that, when cutting the side-view pattern, you will be cutting wood about 2" (5.1cm) thick, so choose your wood accordingly.

Cutting and Finishing

1. Cover the blank with blue painter’s tape. Photocopy the pattern and fold on the dotted line. Apply temporary bond spray adhesive to the back of the pattern, align the fold with the corner of the blank, and press it into place.

2. Drill holes for each fret. Use a drill press.

3. Make the cuts on one face. Use a #3 skip-tooth blade. I start with the frets on the front of the feather or leaf and work outward. Then cut the perimeter.

4. Remove the dust with a vacuum and tape the waste wood back in place with clear packaging tape.

5. Rotate the blank 90˚. Then cut the remaining face. Use a #7 skip-tooth blade.

6. Remove the pattern from the blank, and carefully sand away any blemishes or bumps. Finish with semigloss spray lacquer or Danish oil. Display as desired; I fed a small piece of colored ribbon through the central vein of each ornament and hung them on my tree.


Materials & Tools

Materials

• Wood, such as cherry, lacewood, or oak, ¾" (1.9cm) thick: 2" x 5 ½" (5.1cm x 14cm)

• Spray adhesive: temporary bond

• Sandpaper

• Tape: clear packaging, blue painter’s

• Finish, such as semigloss spray lacquer or Danish oil

• Colored ribbon

Tools

• Scroll saw blades: #3, #7 skip-tooth

• Drill press with bits: assorted small

• Vacuum


The author used these products for the project. Substitute your choice of brands, tools, and materials as desired.
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Feather Ornament Patterns
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Leaf Ornament Patterns
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Amazing 3-D Ornaments

Whimsical hanging designs can be made from solid or laminated wood
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These ornaments can be made from a solid piece of wood and painted or stained, or finished naturally. To give them a unique look, glue up your blank using thin strips of contrasting wood.

I cut my stock slightly oversized and sanded it down to 1 ¾" (4.5cm) square. For straight blade-entry holes and neat inside cuts, the blocks must have perfectly straight edges at a 90° angle to each other. If you are not laminating your blank for a multi-colored ornament, you can skip right to step three.




PREPARING THE BLANK
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Cut the strips to size. I cut an assortment of ¼" to ⅜" (6mm to 1cm)- thick wood into 1 ⅞" (4.8cm)-wide strips. Cut the strips into 5 ½" (14cm)-long pieces. Shorter pieces can be used for smaller ornaments.
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Glue the strips together. Mix and match the strips of wood for unique color combinations. The stack should be about 2" (5.1cm) thick. Apply wood glue between the layers and clamp the strips together until the glue dries.
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Prepare the blank. Sand or trim the blank down to 1 ¾" (4.5cm) square. I use a disc sander, but you can use a table saw or your method of choice. It is critical for the sides to be flat and square to each other.






MAKING THE ORNAMENT
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Drill the blade-entry holes. Cover the blank with blue painter’s tape. Fold the pattern on the dotted line and attach the pattern to the blank. Drill the blade-entry holes with a ⅛" (3.2mm)-diameter bit. Remove the rough edges with sandpaper or a scraper.
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Cut the frets. I used a #9 blade for soft woods and a #12 blade for the laminated blanks. Cut the frets on one side, remove the waste wood, turn the blank 90°, and cut the frets on the adjoining side.
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Cut the perimeter. Start with the end grain area. Cut the entire perimeter on one side. Then hold the ornament and waste in place while you wrap clear tape around the blank. Rotate the blank and cut the perimeter of the ornament on the second side.
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Finish the ornament. Remove the waste wood and sand the ornament with 320-grit sandpaper or needle files. Remove the sanding dust with a stiff-bristled paintbrush and apply a deep-penetrating furniture wax or Danish oil. Allow the finish to dry and remove any excess with a dry lint-free cloth. Then apply several thin coats of clear varnish. Add a colorful ribbon through the top and display as desired.




Materials & Tools

Materials

• Wood, 1 ¾" (4.5cm) square: large ornaments, 5 1/16" (13.5cm) long

• Wood, 1 ¾" (4.5cm) square: medium ornaments, 4 ⅛" (10.5cm) long

• Wood, 1 ¾" (4.5cm) square: small ornaments, 3" (7.6cm) long

• Adhesive: temporary bond spray or glue stick

• Wood glue (laminating strips of hardwood)

• Tape: clear packaging; blue painter’s

• Sandpaper: assorted grits

• Danish oil or deep-penetrating furniture wax

• Cloth: lint-free

• Finish: clear spray varnish

• Ribbon or string

Tools

• Scroll saw blades: #9 and #12 skip-tooth or blades of choice

• Drill press with bit: ⅛" (3.2mm)-diameter

• Disc sander

• Needle files

• Paintbrushes: stiff-bristled; medium-sized

• Clamps


The author used these products for the project. Substitute your choice of brands, tools, and materials as desired.







3-D Ornament Pattern
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3-D Ornament Patterns
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Icicle Ornaments

Create delicate designs with a simple technique

Cut by Leldon Maxcy
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Bring the beauty of winter indoors with these compound-cut icicle ornaments. You can paint, stain, or dye the wood; or leave it natural and finish it with clear gloss to reflect the lights on your tree.

To give the ornaments a unique look, glue up a blank using an assortment of ¼" (6mm)- to ⅜" (1cm)-thick pieces of wood scraps in contrasting colors. Sand the blank so the edges are square before attaching the pattern. Your icicles will be striped or swirled.

Getting Started

For straight blade-entry holes and neat inside cuts, the blocks must have perfectly straight edges at a 90° angle to each other. I cut the stock slightly oversized and use a disc sander to sand it to 1 ¼" (3.2cm) square. You could also use a table saw.

Fold the patterns on the dotted lines. Cover the blanks with masking tape and use spray adhesive or a glue stick to attach the patterns. Use a drill press to drill ⅛" (3mm)-dia. blade-entry holes and use a utility knife blade or sandpaper to remove the rough edges around the drilled holes. For a simpler ornament, eliminate the smallest frets.

Cutting and Finishing

Cut the frets on both sides of the ornament. Then, on one side, drill a blade-entry hole in a waste area and make a single, uninterrupted cut along the perimeter. Vacuum away the dust and wrap clear packaging tape around the block to hold the cut piece in place. Rotate the blank, drill a blade-entry hole, and cut the second perimeter. Remove the waste pieces.

Clean the frets with needle files or sandpaper if needed. Sand the pieces with 220- and then 320-grit sandpaper. Remove the dust using a hard-bristled paintbrush. Use a medium-sized paintbrush to apply deep-penetrating furniture wax or Danish oil to the ornaments. Place them in the sun to dry, and wipe all the surfaces with a dry lint-free cloth to remove any residue. Apply several thin coats of clear spray varnish. Allow the varnish to dry thoroughly and sand with 600-grit sandpaper between coats. Thread string through the top hole of the ornaments. If you chose not to cut the small frets in the top section, drill a small hole in the top center of each ornament and insert a screw eye for hanging.



Icicle Ornament Patterns
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Materials & Tools

Materials

• Wood, 1 ¼" (3.2cm) thick: 1 ¼" x 4 ⅜" (3.2cm x 11.1cm)

• Adhesive: temporary bond spray or glue stick

• Tape: masking, clear packaging

• Sandpaper: 220-, 320-, 600-grit

• Danish oil or deep-penetrating furniture wax

• Cloth: lint-free

• Finish: clear spray varnish

• Thread or string

• Small screw eyes (optional)

Tools

• Scroll saw blades: #7 or #9 skip-tooth

• Drill press with bit: ⅛" (3mm)

• Disc sander or table saw

• Needle files

• Paintbrushes: hard-bristled; medium-sized

• Utility knife blade (optional)

• Vacuum


The author used these products for the project. Substitute your choice of brands, tools, and materials as desired.







Icicle Ornament Patterns
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Geometric Ornaments

Elevate classic star, heart, and teardrop shapes with these sleek holiday baubles

Cut by Leldon Maxcy

These simple compound-cut ornaments fit in on every tree. And since they require only a few cuts, you can cut, sand, and finish several in just an afternoon. For a different look, stain or paint the completed ornaments and woodburn the year onto each one.

Cutting and Finishing

Note: These patterns are sized for saws that can cut 2" (5.1cm)-thick wood. Reduce the patterns if your saw cannot cut wood this thick.

Cut the wood to size and make sure the corners are perfectly square. Cover the blank with blue painter’s tape. Fold the pattern on the dotted line. Apply spray adhesive to the back of the pattern, align the fold with the corner of the blank, and press it down. Drill the blade-entry holes. Cut the frets on one side, remove the waste (keep the bigger pieces), rotate the blank 90°, and cut the frets on the other side. Again, remove the waste and keep the bigger pieces.

Replace the bigger waste pieces and wrap clear packaging tape around the blank. Cut the entire perimeter on one side. Hold the ornament and waste in place while you vacuum away the sawdust. Then wrap more clear tape around the blank, rotate the blank, and cut the perimeter of the ornament on the other side.

Remove the waste wood and sand the ornament with 320-grit sandpaper. Remove the dust with a stiff-bristled paintbrush and apply several thin coats of clear spray finish. Attach a string to the top.
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Geometric Ornament Patterns
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Materials & Tools

Materials

• Light wood, 2" (5.1cm) square: heart, 2 11/16" (6.8cm) long; star, 2 7/16" (6.2cm) long; teardrop, 2 11/16" (7.5cm) long

• Tape: blue painter’s, clear packaging

• Spray adhesive

• Sandpaper: 320-grit

• Finish: clear spray varnish

• Ribbon or string

Tools

• Scroll saw blades: #9 skip-tooth

• Vacuum

• Paintbrush: stiff-bristled

• Drill with bit, small


The author used these products for the project. Substitute your choice of brands, tools, and materials as desired.
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